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The Band Perry’s ‘If | Die
Young’ Reaches Diamond

CMA has revealed the nominees for the 2025 CMA Touring Awards, which will Status

take place on Jan. 27 in Nashville. Now in its 20th year, the CMA Touring =~ | oo

Awards honor behind-the-scenes members of the country music touring Origins Music Group Hosts

industry. The ceremony will be hosted by Keith Urban. Second Annual Origins
Impact Awards

Up for the nights biggest award of Crew of the Year are the “All-American | oo

Road Show Tour” Crew, “Am | Okay? Tour” Crew, “Broken Branches Tour” Switchfoot Inks With By

Crew, “I’'m The Problem Tour” Crew, “Jim Bob World Tour” Crew, “Live On Design, In Partnership With

Tour” Crew, “On The Road Tour” Crew, and “Whirlwind World Tour” Crew. BMG

Dreamcatcher Artists &
ONErpm Partner For Tenille
Arts’ Next Album

Veteran artist manager Jim Halsey will be given the CMA Touring Lifetime
Achievement Award. The award honors an individual who has positively
impacted and contributed to the growth of touring throughout the years. The
honoree has proven to have an unprecedented historical impact on country
music fans and the industry, and whose presence will have a long-term

positive impact. My Music Row Story: Troy
Vollhoffer

Throughout his 60 year career, Halsey guided the careers of Roy Clark, Reba | "7 e

McEntire, Merle Haggard, The Oak Ridge Boys, and many others. His acts DISClaimer Single Reviews

have performed at legendary venues such as Radio City Music Hall, Madison | = =

Square Garden, and Royal Albert Hall. And much more...

Final Round voting for the 2025 CMA Touring Awards opens Monday, Dec. 1
and closes Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 6 p.m. CT. All balloting is tabulated by
Deloitte.

Click here to see the full list of nominees. MR
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Scott Borchetta Receives
2025 CMA Irving Waugh Award
Of Excellence

Riley Green, Big Machine Label Group Founder, Chairman and CEO
Scott Borchetta and CMA CEO Sarah Trahern after surprising
Borchetta with the 2025 CMA Irving Waugh Award of Excellence on
the red carpet of The 59th Annual CMA Awards. Photo: John Russell/
CMA

Big Machine Label Group Founder, Chairman, and
CEO Scott Borchetta was honored with the 2025
CMA Irving Waugh Award of Excellence ahead of the
CMA Awards last week.

The Irving Waugh Award of Excellence is presented to an
individual who is the originator and caretaker of ideas and
actions that have dramatically broadened and improved
country music’s influence on a national or international
level for the benefit of the industry. Borchetta was
surprised with the award on the red carpet by three-time
2025 CMA Award winner and Big Machine Label Group
artist Riley Green. Borchetta is a 2025 CMA Awards
nominee in the Musical Event of the Year category for his
production work on Green’s “Don’t Mind If | Do,” which
features Ella Langley.

“Scott has played a pivotal role in shaping country
music’s modern era,” says Sarah Trahern, CMA Chief
Executive Officer. “I've watched him navigate this industry
with remarkable clarity and conviction—championing
emerging talent, supporting legacy artists and investing in
ideas that move our genre forward. His influence
stretches across decades, and honoring him with the
Irving Waugh Award of Excellence feels both meaningful
and well-deserved.” MR

The Band Perry’s ‘If | Die Young’
Reaches Diamond Status

Pictured (L-R): RIAA’s Mitch Glazier, BMLG’s Scott Borchetta, The
Band Perry’s Kimberly Perry, NHRE’s Jimmy Harnen and RIAA’s Erin
Burr. Photo: Getty Images for Big Machine Label Group

The Band Perry’s breakout hit “If | Die Young” has
achieved RIAA Diamond status, and TBP was honored
with a special plaque commemorating the achievement
last Wednesday night (Nov. 19) on stage following their
performance at the Big Machine CMA after party at the
Bell Tower in Nashville.

Big Machine Label Group executives Scott

Borchetta and Jimmy Harnen joined RIAA’s Mitch
Glazier and Erin Burr on stage to

surprise Kimberly Perry with the official presentation of
the prestigious Diamond Award, which marks 10 million
in sales.

Penned by Kimberly and originally released on the
Grammy winners’ self-titled debut album in 2010, the
CMA Song and Single of the Year-winning smash was
re-issued earlier this year via Nashville Harbor Records
& Entertainment in honor of its 15th anniversary. The feat
makes Kimberly the only female artist to solo-write a
Diamond-certified country song.

“If | Die Young” was named one of the “200 Greatest
Country Songs of All Time” last year by Rolling
Stone, and its memorable, CMT Award-winning
video has been viewed over 265 million times on
YouTube alone. MR
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Origins Music Group Hosts Second Annual Origins Impact Awards

Origins Music Group hosted its second annual Origins Impact
Awards at The Cowan in Nashville on Thursday night (Nov.
20). Hosted by Justin Lee Williams with emceeing

by Marcus K. Dowling, the ceremony celebrated country’s
expanding sound with performances, tributes and activations.

Angie K won the night’s biggest honor of Artist of the Year.
“Hey Mom | Made It” by Sacha was crowned Song of the
Year, while Emerging Artist of the Year went to Rodell

Duff. Shannon Sanders, Rissi Palmer and the Country
Music Hall of Fame produced the Innovative Project of the
Year with “From Where | Stand,” and “Jesus at the Taco
Truck” by Frank Ray & Shy Carter took home Best
Collaborative Effort of the Year. Warner Music

Nashville’s James Marsh was crowned Executive of the Year,
while Song Suffragettes won the Community Advocate Award.
The Cultural Impact of the Year went to Color Me Country
Radio/Rissi Palmer, and Coffey Anderson was honored with Champion of the Year.

Angie K accepts Artist of the Year Award. Photo: Lorenzo Huerta,
Leon de Bronce

Performers throughout the evening included Steve Ray Ladson, Pynk Beard (backed by Nate Bean & 4Given
choir) Wendy Moten, Coffey Anderson, Sam Pounds, RVSHD, Sammy Arriaga, Kenny Sharp & Brown Liquor
Music, Grayson Russell, Andrea Vasquez and 2’Live Brie.

Click here to see the full list of winners. MR

Switchfoot Inks With By Design, In Partnership With BMG

GRAMMY-winning band Switchfoot has signed a record
deal with By Design, in partnership with BMG.

The alt-rock band is comprised of Jon Foreman (vocals,
guitar), Tim Foreman (bass), Jerome Fontamillas (keys,
guitar) and Chad Butler (drums). Since their formation, they
have sold over 10 million copies across 13 studio albums.
They have sold-out tours globally, with 5 million concert
tickets sold in over 40 countries. Their breakthrough

album The Beautiful Letdown is 3x RIAA certified Platinum,
and their Hello Hurricane record won a 2009 GRAMMY
award.

“It's been an incredible journey for this band of brothers, and
yet it feels like we're just getting started,” shares Jon
Foreman “When we met the team at By Design, we found a
common ground on purpose, creativity and the belief that
music can change the world. This new partnership gives us
fresh wind in our sails, and we can’t wait for what’s ahead.”

Switchfoot

“We’ve been fans of Switchfoot not just for their music, but for who they are — their integrity, their generosity and their
heart for people,” adds By Design Co-Founder, Jeremy Holley. “Jon is a poet for our generation, giving voice to both
the ache and the hope of the human condition. From our first conversations, it was clear that our missions align. We’re
excited to walk with them into this next season of creativity and impact.” MR
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The MusicRow Weekly

Dreamcatcher Artists & ONErpm Partner For Tenille Arts’ Next Album

Pictured (L-R): Craig Campbell, Campbell Entertainment; Debbye

Scroggins, Dreamcatcher Entertainment; Tenille Arts; Ryan Cunningham,

ONErpm; and Lindsey Terry, ONErpm. Photo: Chelsea Giberson

Dreamcatcher Artists have teamed up with ONErpm
for Tenille Arts' upcoming album. The first single from
the project, “Don’t Ruin Flowers,” will be released Dec.
5. The album is expected to be announced in summer
2026.

Arts co-penned the new tune alongside Ryan

Kohn and Lydia Sutherland, with Kohn on production.
The track will be accompanied by an official music video
which will be released in early December.

Arts has spent the past year on her own headline tour
across the UK, as well as support slots for Luke Bryan
and Walker Hayes. Her 2020 hit “Somebody Like That”
made history as the first No. 1 written, produced and
performed by all females. Across her catalog, she has
earned a 2x Platinum album, two Gold certifications, and
has garnered a billion streams. MR

MORE TOP STORIES

615 Indie Live Unveils Initial Lineup

Country Music Hall Of Fame & Museum Earns National
Accreditation For Fourth Time

CMA Hosts Official After Party

Ernest Tubb Record Shop Returns After Renovation,
Expansion

Global Songwriters Connection’s Holiday Mixer Set For
Dec. 10

Grand Ole Opry To Celebrate 100th Anniversary With
Livestream

Hit Songwriter Walt Aldridge Passes

Jon Pardi To Take ‘Honkytonk Hollywood Tour’ Overseas

Lainey Wilson, Riley Green & Creed To Headline Country
Thunder Saskatchewan 2026

Lineup Announced For Tracy Lawrence’s 20th Annual
Mission:Possible Benefit Concert

Marc Zelanko Joins ASCAP As Chief Of Staff

NMAAM Unveils Strategic Plan For National Cultural
Impact & Institutional Growth

Old Dominion, Riley Green & Keith Urban To Headline Big
Valley Jamboree

Rob Bowman Releases ‘Land Of A Thousand Sessions’

Rounder Records President Stephanie Hudacek Exits

Stephen Wilson Jr. Rocks Headline Ryman Debut

In 2026

Julien’s Auctions ‘Played, Worn, & Torn’ Wraps In
Nashville

The Mavericks To Honor Raul Malo With ‘Dance The Night
Away’ Tribute Shows At The Ryman
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CHART ACTION

New On The Chart—Debuting This Week
song/artist/label—Chart Position

After Midnight/Nate Smith feat. Tyler Hubbard/Sony Music
Nashville - 66

The Church On Cumberland Road/Shenandoah & Nickelback/
8-Track Entertainment - 74

Worth Your Wild/Russell Dickerson/Triple Tigers - 76

Greatest Spin Increase

song/artist/label—Spin Increase

Choosin’ Texas/Ella Langley/SAWGOD Records/Columbia - 214
Days Like These/Luke Combs/Columbia Nashville - 142

Turn This Truck Around/Jordan Davis/MCA Nashville - 124
After Midnight/Nate Smith feat. Tyler Hubbard/Sony Music
Nashville - 104

Killed The Man/Lee Brice/Curb Records - 102

Most Added

song/artist/label—No. of Adds

Dream Come True/Carly Pearce/Big Machine Records - 8
After Midnight/Nate Smith feat. Tyler Hubbard/Sony Music
Nashville - 8

Gary/Stephen Wilson Jr./Big Loud/Mercury/Republic - 8
Days Like These/Luke Combs/Columbia Nashville - 7
Turn This Truck Around/Jordan Davis/MCA Nashville - 5
Life’s Highway/Soul Circus Cowboys with Andy Griggs/
Kismet Nashville - 5

NO. 1 SONG

Blake Shelton jumps to No. 1 on the MusicRow CountryBreakout
Radio Chart this week with his song, “Stay Country or Die Tryin’."

The track is off of his recent, thirteenth studio aloum For Recreational
Use Only and was written by Sam Ellis, Graham Barham, Drew
Parker and Beau Bailey.

South Of Sanity/Zach Top/Leo33 - 5

On Deck—Soon To Be Charting
song/artist/label—No. of Spins

Harvest Moon/Lucie Tiger/2120 Music - 144
Steady/Jenna Paulette/Leo33 - 136

Go On/Casey Johnson/OK Records - 132
Rise/Laura Bryna & Common Tribe/LTD Entertainment - 126
Too Close for Closure/Brett Westgrove/Brett Westgrove

Music - 117

“Stay Country or Die Tryin

)

currently sits at No. 11 on the Billboard

Country Airplay chart and No. 12 on the Mediabase chart.

Each songwriter and artist earning No. 1

credit on the MusicRow Chart receives a

MusicRow Challenge Coin. Click here to
view a full list of recipients.

MusicRow CountryBreakout Chart Reporting Stations

WHMA Anniston, AL
WXFL Florence, AL
KDXY Jonesboro, AR
KWCK Searcy, AR
KRAZ Solvang, CA
WCTY Norwich, CT
WPPL Blue Ridge, GA
WUBB Savannah, GA
KXIA Marshalltown, 1A
KTHK Idaho Falls, ID
WOOZ Carterville, IL
WALS Peru, IL
WAAG Galesburg, IL
WYOT Rochelle, IL
WRTB Rockford, IL

WFMB Springfield, IL
WIFE Connersville, IN
WYGB Franklin, IN
KAIR Atchison, KS
WKDZ Cadiz, KY
WULF Elizabethtown, KY
WSIP Paintsville, KY
KRRV Alexandria, LA
KQKI Morgan City, LA
KJLO Monroe, LA
WKPE Hyannis, MA
WTCM Traverse City, Ml
KZPK St. Cloud, MN
KFAV Warrenton, MO
WBBN Laurel, MS

WFAY Fayetteville, NC
WKVS Lenoir, NC
KZZY Devils Lake, ND
KYCK Thompson, ND
KRVN Lexington, NE
KFGE Lincoln, NE
WMLL Manchester, NH
KQBA Santa Fe, NM
WDNB Monticello, NY
WPIG Olean, NY
WCJW Warsaw, NY
KITX Hugo, OK

KPNC Ponca City, OK
KWEY Weatherford, OK
KWOX Woodward, OK

KRKT Albany, OR
KRWQ Medford, OR
WNWN Battle Creek, Ml
WVNW Lewistown, PA
WCFT Selinsgrove, PA
WVPO Stroudsburg, PA
KZZ| Spearfish, SD
WUCZ Carthage, TN
WLLX Lawrenceburg, TN
KFTX Corpus Christi, TX
KYKX Longview, TX
KLLL Lubbock, TX
KXOX Sweetwater, TX
WAKG Danville, VA
WAXX Altoona, WI

WJVL Janesville, WI
WGLR Platteville, WI
WQPC Prairie du Chien, WI
WJMQ Shawano, WI
WCOW Sparta, WI

WDGG Huntington, WV
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COUNTRYBREAKOUT RADIO CHART

MUsICRow

Weeks  Last This Spins / % Spin

On Chart Week  Week Song / Artist / Label Reports ~ Power Spins +/-
29 2 1 Stay Country or Die Tryin’ / Blake Shelton / Wheelhouse Records 2087/64 2 44
37 3 2 3,2,1 / Tucker Wetmore / UMG Nashville/Back Blocks Music 1988/58 0 -2
33 1 3 Favorite Country Song / HARDY / Big Loud/Mercury/Republic 1964/56 -5 -97
11 4 4 How Far Does Goodbye Go / Jason Aldean / BBR Music Group 1938/63 3 59
19 5 5 6 Months Later / Megan Moroney / Columbia Nashville/Columbia Records 1910/54 3 60
35 6 6 House Again / Hudson Westbrook / River House Artists 1836/56 0 -9
27 7 7 Somewhere Over Laredo / Lainey Wilson / Broken Bow Records 1824/51 0 -7
12 9 8 Ain’t A Bad Life / Thomas Rhett feat. Jordan Davis / The Valory Music Co. 1803/64 2 42
34 8 9 What He’ll Never Have / Dylan Scott / Curb 1803/66 1 18
20 10 10 A Song To Sing / Miranda Lambert & Chris Stapleton / Big Loud/Mercury/Republic 1716/68 0 6
7 12 1" 20 Cigarettes / Morgan Wallen / Big Loud/Mercury/Republic 1634/64 3 46
53 11 12 Time’s Ticking / Justin Moore / Valory 1603/57 0 4
42 13 13 It Won’t Be Long / George Birge / RECORDS Nashville 1562/52 -1 -17
45 14 14 Cowgirl / Parmalee / Stoney Creek Records 1522/44 0 5
4 19 15 Choosin’ Texas / Ella Langley / SAWGOD Records/Columbia 1380/63 18 214
31 16 16 The Fall / Cody Johnson / CoJo Music/Warner Music Nashville 1357/54 1 13
59 17 17 What Kinda Man / Parker McCollum / MCA Nashville 1344/38 2 26
39 18 18 Better Me For You (Brown Eyes) / Max McNown / Fugitive Recordings 1230/52 3 35
22 20 19 Weak / Preston Cooper / The Valory Music Co. 1057/56 -2 -24
34 21 20 Til The Last One Dies / Chris Young / Black River Entertainment 1047/51 -1 -13
19 22 21 Fireworks / Kelsey Hart / Curb Records 1040/51 1 9
43 23 22 | Dare You / Rascal Flatts feat. Jonas Brothers / Big Machine Records 1019/38 0 4
16 24 23 All My Exes / Lauren Alaina feat. Chase Matthew / Big Loud Records 940/49 3 25
22 26 24 Ends of the Earth / Ty Myers /| RECORDS Nashville 855/46 8 60
5 27 25 Amen / Shaboozey & Jelly Roll / American Dogwood/EMPIRE 828/47 7 51
30 25 26 Baggage / Kelsea Ballerini / Black River Entertainment 792/44 -2 -13
37 28 27 Golden Child / Meghan Patrick / Riser House 735/38 -3 -19
4 33 28 Killed The Man / Lee Brice / Curb Records 709/48 17 102
6 34 29 Turn This Truck Around / Jordan Davis / MCA Nashville 692/38 22 124
3 35 30 Days Like These / Luke Combs / Columbia Nashville 689/44 26 142
30 29 31 Me & A Beer / Chris Janson / Harpeth 60 Records 679/40 5 32
9 31 32 the hell you are / Ashley Cooke / Big Loud Records 656/42 6 35
7 32 33 Chevy Silverado / Bailey Zimmerman / Atlantic Records/Warner Music Nashville 640/40 5 30
17 36 34 Making Good Time / Old Dominion / Three Up Three Down, LLC/Columbia Nashville 621/36 14 76
22 30 35 Wrong Hearts / LOCASH / Galaxy Label Group 616/34 -2 -13
16 39 36 Hard Fought Hallelujah / Brandon Lake feat. Jelly Roll / Lyric Ridge Records/Essential Records  503/27 6 27
34 38 37 | Wish You Would / Mackenzie Carpenter feat. Midland / The Valory Music Co. 473/22 -4 -21
8 42 38 Turquoise & Silver / Billie Jo Jones / Get Joe Records 471/33 10 43
7 41 39 Pontiac (So Tell Me Momma) / Aaron Watson / Adub Records 469/32 8 33


https://musicrowstore.myshopify.com/

gl:?)khsart I\;\fesék Jvhelzk Song / Artist / Label ggg];rt/s (I;/:osvs?érr] Spins +/-
21 40 40 Red / Jet Jurgensmeyer / Simba Entertainment 444/29 -2 -9
10 43 41 Three Sheets to the Wind / Kelly & Sarah / Kelly Sarah Music 417125 6 22
1" 45 42 Hell That | Call Home / Porter Martin / Lovable Music 412/26 11 42
4 51 43 Beautiful Things / Megan Moroney / Columbia Nashville/Columbia Records 369/26 13 42
10 46 44 Hate How You Look / Josh Ross / Core Entertainment/Mercury Nashville 362/29 0 0
26 44 45 Easy To Love / Dustin Lynch / Broken Bow Records 357/21 -5 -17
13 49 46 Wish You Wouldn’t Go / Ken Domash / Thunder Mountain Records 352/27 1 2
15 48 47 Said No Redneck Ever / Aaron Goodvin / New Motor Records/Warner Music Canada 343/26 -3 -10
31 54 48 | Ain’t Coming Back / Morgan Wallen feat. Post Malone / Big Loud/Mercury/Republic 336/21 10 31
15 50 49 Long Live Country / Shane Profitt / Triple Tigers 335/21 -1 -3
8 55 50 Cowboy Pillows / Lexie Stevenson / Lexquisite Music 332/21 13 37
7 53 51 Perfume On My Jersey / Caleb Lathrop / CAL Production 327/23 4 13
19 37 52 When She Kissed Me / Casey Donahew / Almost Country Records 325/18 -37  -190
9 52 53 Pretty Much / MaRynn Taylor / Black River Entertainment 323/23 0 1
2 67 54 Dream Come True / Carly Pearce / Big Machine Records 304/25 38 84
16 56 55 Single Of The Year / Maddye Trew / TLG/Virgin/Trew Blue Music 292/23 0 1
10 58 56 Never Call Again / Gavin AdCock / Thrivin Here Records LLC/Warner Music Nashville 284/22 0 1
9 59 57 Coulda Been Love / Braden Hull / Melody Place 279/21 1 2
6 60 58 Kid Myself / John Morgan / Broken Bow Records 27118 -1 -3
13 63 59 Wish You Well / Vincent Mason / MCA Nashville/Music Soup/Interscope Records 267/17 10 25
13 61 60 Drink With You / Brett Young / Nashville Harbor Records & Entertainment 266/19 4 9
4 62 61 Working On a Good Night / Chuck Thomas / CDX Records 262/16 8 19
4 65 62 Kick Rocks Cowboy / Ashland Craft / Leo33 260/23 13 29
4 64 63 Playing with Fire / Mika Lynch / Gravel Road Music Group 254/19 9 21
6 66 64 Same Moon / Mitchell Tenpenny / Riser House Entertainment/Columbia Nashville 234/16 4 10
16 57 65 | Don’t Know How To Say Goodbye / Dwight Yoakam feat. Post Malone / Via Records 233/14 -20 -57
1 85 66 After Midnight / Nate Smith feat. Tyler Hubbard / Sony Music Nashville 231/18 82 104
3 70 67 Smells Like Whiskey / Jessie G / Jessie G Music 223/23 17 32
4 68 68 Scars / Scotty Hasting / Black River Entertainment 218/18 4 9
5 71 69 Midnight Blue / Omer Netzer / White Knuckle Productions 204/10 7 14
7 69 70 Wildfire featuring Cody Johnson / Michael Martin Murphey / Wildfire Productions 203117 -1 -3
2 80 7 Life’s Highway / Soul Circus Cowboys with Andy Griggs / Kismet Nashville 197/18 30 46
3 72 72 A Time or Two / Ryan Coleman / Hay Money Records 194/15 3 6
3 73 73 Less Than A Lady / Glen Shelton / Jordash Records 185/15 3 6
1 83 74 The Church On Cumberland Road / Shenandoah & Nickelback / 8-Track Entertainment 180/16 27 38
2 74 75 White Dress Direction / Adysen Malek / Write On Records 175/15 3 5
1 82 76 Worth Your Wild / Russell Dickerson / Triple Tigers 174/13 20 29
3 78 77 Secondhand Smoke / Alex Miller / Billy Jam Records 172/15 12 19
2 76 78 Rebel / Drew Baldridge / Broken Bow Records 169/10 6 10
2 77 79 The Whiskey Makes Her Miss Me / Ansel Brown / ABM 167/12 8 13
6 75 80 Burned Down Heaven / Chase McDaniel / Big Machine Records 161/11 -1 -2
No. 1 Song Greatest Spin Increase Highest Debut
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My Music Row Story: Troy Vollhoffer

Troy Vollhoffer is an American entrepreneur from
Nashville, Tennessee and currently serves as the
President of Country Thunder Music Festivals, Big Valley
Jamboree and Premier Global Production Company.
One of the most beloved festival brands in the world,
Country Thunder has seen tremendous success,
receiving numerous awards including the ACM Festival
of the Year for Country Thunder Arizona, Wisconsin, and
most recently, Bristol in 2023. For his transformation of
the festival, Vollhoffer was honored with the Academy of
Country Music Lifting Lives Award and the Don Romero
Talent Buyer of the Year Award at the ACM Honors in
2023.

Vollhoffer played professional ice hockey from
1982-1992 and has served on the boards of the T.J.
Martell Foundation, Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital, ACM
Lifting Lives, ACM and the CMA. His dedicated
philanthropic commitment was recognized at the 2018
CCMA Awards, where he received the Slaight Music
Humanitarian Award.

Troy Vollhoffer. Photo: Katie Kauss
MusicRow: Where did you grow up? What were you
into as a kid?

| grew up in Regina, Saskatchewan. | was into show business, actually—and hockey. My grandfather was in show
business, and my father was too. He toured, then settled in Regina and ran the stagehand union, the IATSE local. So |
got a taste of everything from ballet to rock shows. It was a great upbringing.

Were you drawn to any specific type of music or entertainment back then?

No, | loved it all. One night I'd see Conway Twitty at the arena or my dad’s theater, and the next night I'd be
seeing KISS. It was really neat. That exposure definitely inspired me to do what | do today.

Did you always know you’d pursue this, or did hockey come first?

Hockey came first because it’s a timely thing. When | was growing up, my mom always said, “Don’t grow up to be a
hockey bum.” Most guys would play, think the tap would never turn off, spend all their money, and end up selling cars
because they had none left. That stuck with me.

So | played major junior in Saskatoon in the Western Hockey League and then signed a free-agent contract with the
Pittsburgh Penguins. | signed a four-year deal, got a signing bonus—and instead of buying a big house like my buddies,
| bought a lighting system. | had no money. It was all invested into equipment. | thought, “Build it and they will come.”
That wasn’t exactly the case, but | kept working at it until things finally started to turn.

Tell me how things turned.

After | bought that lighting system, | landed a contract with the festival | own now—what used to be the Craven Country
Jamboree. It was owned by a priest and a nun, and they gave me my first shot. My father organized the labor for it, and
| got the lighting contract.
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Then they owed about $100,000 in tariffs on a stage
they’d brought in from the U.S. and said, “Do you want to
build a stage? We'll give you a 10-year contract.” So |
built a stage. The first big thing we got after that was Rod
Stewart in 1992—the “Vagabond Heart “tour. We did a
couple dates on that, and that really started the
branching out.

Shortly after, we moved to the U.S. In '93 we did Def
Leppard, and in ‘94 we did Metallica. Metallica has been
a client ever since—a long, long-term relationship. And in
between, we’ve worked with most major country acts.

How did you actually learn the craft? Was it hands-
on?

Yeah, totally hands-on. | worked as a stagehand—that’s
how | got my chops. | moved gear, pushed cases, all of
that. That was my summer job and my job after school.
I’d go straight from school either to the rink to skate or to
the theater to work—those were my two pastimes.
Photo: Courtesy of Vollhoffer
| learned by doing it, and | naturally gravitated toward
lighting. | loved the artistic side and the creation of it. But | remember working a Van Halen show, waking up the next
morning thinking, “Oh man, they’re loading in Calgary today.” It was like the circus, the magic of the theater. That’s what
excited me then, and it still does.

You mentioned rebranding into Country Thunder. Tell
me about that decision and how it’s grown.

Well, | never set out to be a concert promoter. It was out
of necessity. Some of these festivals had bad luck and
asked me to take them over. | had the production
contract, so it was like, if | don’t take them over, they’re
going down the toilet. We put together a team, and the
first one we did was up in Saskatchewan. That’s the
oldest consecutively running festival in North America. It’s
been running since 1983.

The first year we jumped in, we were doing production
for Tim McGraw. | was able to get Tim, and he was on
fire. He was hitting with “Live Like You Were Dying.” He

Photo: Courtesy of Vollhoffer headlined that first year. We had Lonestar, Brad Paisley
—who was just starting out—and Tim McGraw. We had a
really good year.

A couple years later, Country Thunder called us. They were ready to make a change, and we were doing their production
already. Country Thunder had changed hands a few times, and they asked if | wanted to buy it. We did a deal, and that’s
how Country Thunder came about.

Then William Morris came knocking and asked if we’d like to sell 51% of Country Thunder, so we did. We expanded it,
brought it into three or four more markets, and rebranded the existing festivals in Canada. Eventually, when they were
ready to go public and raise capital, | bought my shares back, so | owned it 100% again.
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Not many country festivals have such a wide
footprint. How do you keep the excitement and
growth going all these years?

You have to identify your audience—that'’s the biggest
key. And it’s different now than it was even two or three
years ago. There’s a split in country music right now.
You've got pop-country, and then you’ve got more
Americana or [traditional-sounding] country. And those
two fanbases don’t necessarily mix well. It’s kind of oil
and vinegar.

So you have to be very conscious in your programming.
You have to stay hip with the times: know who’s
happening, who’s firing on all cylinders. You’re looking

Photo: Courtesy of Vollhoffer into your crystal ball a year before and hoping you pick
the right artists who are going to break.

What'’s a day in the life like for you? | imagine it
changes a lot.

A lot of travel. | spent seven months on the road last
year, and I'll probably end up doing that again this year.
It's been a busy start. My day flip-flops between
businesses. I've got two amazing teams, and I’'m very
fortunate —they’ve been with me a long time. I've got
people who’ve been with me 30 years. We're all in sync.
Everyone knows the goals. So for me, being CEO of both
companies isn’t difficult when you have unbelievable
teams like we do.

Do you have a favorite part of what you do?
Photo: Courtesy of Vollhoffer
I love the show. | love the show—and | love the loadout. |
love seeing it go away, how fast we can get it out. It’s the
challenge of it. And | just love seeing the magic, seeing people’s faces light up when an artist plays their favorite song.
It’s a blast. I'm blessed. | don’t have a job. | haven’t worked a day in my life because I’'m living in my own Disney World.

What are your goals now? What do you still want to do?

| love what | do, so | want to keep doing it. Keep building the business and have fun along the way. My goals now are
about bringing in the next generation of people into show business. That excites me. There are some great young
talents out there. Nashville is a great breeding ground—not just for artists, but for the technical and business side too.
We have one kid who started as a lighting tech in ninth grade at Nashville School of the Arts. He was always the lighting
guy for school plays and dance stuff. Now he’s the crew chief on Metallica, moving 44 trucks of gear down the road
every day.

What advice would you give someone who wants to do what you do one day?

Come see me. Our company, Premier Global, has a very large staff, some of the best people on the technical side of
this business. They’re open books to anyone who’s interested. We give tours of our facility. We have a rehearsal hall
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where artists prep their shows before they go out. You
can see a lot and learn a lot. We’re open to anyone
coming by —getting a tour, asking questions, talking with
our team.

Who have been your mentors along the way?

Lots. Gary Perkins was one. He started as a guitar tech
for Jimi Hendrix. He was one of my first mentors. Tom
Ack was another. He went on to do Prince for a long
time. They’re all retired now, which is funny because
when | retired from hockey and started out in this
business, | never thought those guys would retire.

There were many more from the show-business side,

from the agent side —especially when we entered

festivals. A lot of those older agents were amazing to

work with. It’s been a great ride.

What’s a moment that sticks out—a moment your Photo: Courtesy of Vollhoffer
younger self would look at and think, “He’s so
cool”?

| don’t know the exact answer to that. I've had lots of moments like that. When you build something, and you’re standing
in the middle of a field imagining the doors opening and 20,000 or 30,000 people coming in to experience your vision—
that’'s something I'm proud of. I'm passionate about it.

And | learn every day. | never stop learning. I'm a student of the game. The day | don’t learn something is the day |
should probably stop doing this. MR
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TOP SONGWRITER CHART

Sunday, November 23, 2025

This Last - .
Week  Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist
1 1 Riley Green Don’t Mind If | Do Riley Green (feat. Ella Langley)
2 2 Blake Pendergrass 20 Cigarettes Morgan Wallen
Ain’'t A Bad Life Thomas Rhett & Jordan Davis
Heart Of Stone Jelly Roll
| Got Better Morgan Wallen
Just In Case Morgan Wallen
Wish You Well Vincent Mason
3 & Ryan Vojtesak Hell At Night BigXthaPlug (feat. Ella Langley)
Holy Water Marshmello & Jelly Roll
| Ain’t Comin’ Back Morgan Wallen (feat. Post Malone)
| Got Better Morgan Wallen
I’'m The Problem Morgan Wallen
Just In Case Morgan Wallen
What | Want Morgan Wallen (feat. Tate McRae)
4 4 Chase McGill 20 Cigarettes Morgan Wallen
Happen To Me Russell Dickerson
| Got Better Morgan Wallen
It Won'’t Be Long George Birge
Bruce Robison Travelin’ Soldier Cody Johnson
5 Morgan Wallen | Ain’t Comin’ Back Morgan Wallen (feat. Post Malone)
| Got Better Morgan Wallen
I’'m The Problem Morgan Wallen
Just In Case Morgan Wallen
What | Want Morgan Wallen (feat. Tate McRae)
Ty Myers Ends Of The Earth Ty Myers
Michael Hardy Bottomland HARDY
Favorite Country Song Hardy
| Ain’t Comin’ Back Morgan Wallen (feat. Post Malone)
| Got Better Morgan Wallen
9 10 Josh Miller 20 Cigarettes Morgan Wallen
3,2,1 Tucker Wetmore
10 9 Ernest Keith Smith | Ain’t Comin’ Back Morgan Wallen (feat. Post Malone)
| Got Better Morgan Wallen
I’'m The Problem Morgan Wallen
Just In Case Morgan Wallen
1" 7 Luke Combs Back In The Saddle Luke Combs
Days Like These Luke Combs
12 11 Beau Bailey Favorite Country Song Hardy
Painted You Pretty Hudson Westbrook
Sober Hudson Westbrook
Stay Country Or Die Tryin’ Blake Shelton
13 12 Jason DeFord Amen Shaboozey & Jelly Roll
Hard Fought Hallelujah Brandon Lake & Jelly Roll
Heart Of Stone Jelly Roll
Holy Water Marshmello & Jelly Roll
14 13 Hudson Westbrook House Again Hudson Westbrook
Painted You Pretty Hudson Westbrook
Sober Hudson Westbrook
15 16 Megan Moroney 6 Months Later Megan Moroney
Beautiful Things Megan Moroney
16 17 Chris LaCorte 20 Cigarettes Morgan Wallen
Happen To Me Russell Dickerson
Wish You Well Vincent Mason
17 18 Jeremy Stover The Fall Cody Johnson
Time’s Ticking Justin Moore & Dierks Bentley
18 20 Ashley Gorley Ain’t A Bad Life Thomas Rhett & Jordan Davis

Favorite Country Song
Me & A Beer

Hardy
Chris Janson
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TOP SONGWRITER CHART

Week  Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist
19 19 Neil Medley House Again Hudson Westbrook
Sober Hudson Westbrook
20 14 Dan Isbell Back In The Saddle Luke Combs
21 15 Jonathan Singleton Back In The Saddle Luke Combs
22 24 Trannie Anderson It Won’'t Be Long George Birge
Somewhere Over Laredo Lainey Wilson
23 27 Joybeth Taylor Choosin’ Texas Ella Langley
Hell At Night BigXthaPlug (feat. Ella Langley)
Need To Gavin Adcock
Never Call Again Gavin Adcock
24 26 Dan Alley House Again Hudson Westbrook
25 25 Jessie Jo Dillon Baggage Kelsea Ballerini
Beautiful Things Megan Moroney
Bottomland HARDY
Happen To Me Russell Dickerson
Wish You Well Vincent Mason
26 28 Jeremy Spillman What Kinda Man Parker McCollum
27 29 Parker McCollum What Kinda Man Parker McCollum
28 30 Natalie Hemby What Kinda Man Parker McCollum
29 39 Miranda Lambert A Song To Sing Miranda Lambert & Chris Stapleton
Choosin’ Texas Ella Langley
30 34 Joe Reeves | Got Better Morgan Wallen
What | Want Morgan Wallen (feat. Tate McRae)
31 35 Hunter Huff Darlin’ Chase Matthew
32 36 Ciaran Wilkie Darlin’ Chase Matthew
33 37 Alex Maxwell Darlin’ Chase Matthew
34 38 Chase Matthew Darlin’ Chase Matthew
35 45 Ella Langley Choosin’ Texas Ella Langley
Hell At Night BigXthaPlug (feat. Ella Langley)
36 33 John Byron Ain’t A Bad Life Thomas Rhett & Jordan Davis
Just In Case Morgan Wallen
What | Want Morgan Wallen (feat. Tate McRae)
37 31 Carson Chamberlain Good Times & Tan Lines Zach Top
South Of Sanity Zach Top
38 32 Zach Top Good Times & Tan Lines Zach Top
South Of Sanity Zach Top
39 40 Summer Overstreet 3,2,1 Tucker Wetmore
40 41 Jordan Reynolds 3,2,1 Tucker Wetmore
41 42 Ben Williams 6 Months Later Megan Moroney
42 43 David Mescon 6 Months Later Megan Moroney
43 44 Rob Hatch 6 Months Later Megan Moroney
44 21 Jackson Dean Heavens To Betsy Jackson Dean
45 22 Driver Williams Heavens To Betsy Jackson Dean
46 23 Benjy Davis Heavens To Betsy Jackson Dean
47 49 Ray Fulcher The Fall Cody Johnson
48 50 Bobby Pinson The Fall Cody Johnson
49 48 Wyatt McCubbin Good Times & Tan Lines Zach Top
50 46 Zach Crowell Heart Of Stone Jelly Roll
51 47 Shy Carter Heart Of Stone Jelly Roll
52 53 Dallas Wilson Same Moon Mitchell Tenpenny
Somewhere Over Laredo Lainey Wilson
53 51 John Morgan How Far Does A Goodbye Go Jason Aldean
Kid Myself John Morgan
54 58 Luke Dick Choosin’ Texas Ella Langley
55 52 Zach Abend Bottomland HARDY
Favorite Country Song Hardy



MUSICROW TOP SONGWRITER CHART

J\?eisek \l;\?esék Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist

56 54 Jamie Kenney Better Me For You (Brown Eyes) Max McNown
57 55 Ava Suppelsa Better Me For You (Brown Eyes) Max McNown
58 56 Max McNown Better Me For You (Brown Eyes) Max McNown
59 57 Trent Dabbs Better Me For You (Brown Eyes) Max McNown
60 192 Kelsea Ballerini Baggage Kelsea Ballerini

| Sit In Parks Kelsea Ballerini



Newly Added Job Listings
FBMM: Executive Assistant/Office Admin
We’re looking for an experienced, detail-oriented Executive Assistant to join our passionate Nashville team!
This long-term support role requires someone who is organized, detail-oriented, adaptable, and exceptional
at anticipating needs before they arise. What You’ll Do: Expertly manage Executive calendar, schedule,
travel, and daily needs by prioritizing and triaging incoming requests, delivering accurate and discreet day-
to-day support, and proactively identifying needs; Greet clients/guests and maintain a professional office
environment; Handle mail, scanning, filing, and document organization; Assist with events, projects,
errands, and tax-related mailings. We’re looking for someone who has: 3+ years EA/office experience
supporting executives in a small office setting; Strong skills in MS Office, DocuSign, and Adobe PDF;
Excellent communication, organization, and problem-solving abilities; Someone who takes initiative,
anticipates needs, and enjoys teamwork.
Contact: Apply here

Centennial Park: Event Manager

The Event Manager is an integral member of the organization’s Programming department, working with the
VP of Programming and the Programming Team to plan and implement programs including Musicians
Corner, Kidsville, and Nashville Earth Day, while emphasising customer service, audience and partner
experience, and clear communication across departments and with key programming partners. The position
is based in Nashville, Tennessee. We are currently working in a hybrid remote/office schedule during non-
event seasons.

Contact: Apply here

Back Blocks Music: Manager; Influencer and Viral Marketing

Back Blocks Music is hiring a Manager, Influencer & Viral Marketing to join our growing team. This full-time,
hybrid role reports to the Director of Digital Marketing and focuses on developing and executing influencer,
seeding, and viral marketing campaigns that drive artist discovery and audience growth. The ideal
candidate has 2—4 years of experience in influencer or creator marketing within music or entertainment,
strong relationships across the creator ecosystem, and a proven track record of managing campaigns that
deliver measurable engagement. Responsibilities include running creator and fan seeding campaigns,
managing fan pages and online communities, cultivating influencer relationships, analyzing campaign
performance, and staying ahead of emerging social and content trends.

Contact: contact@backblocksmusic.com

Gelfand, Rennert & Feldman: Bookkeeper

Gelfand, Rennert & Feldman is seeking a full charge Bookkeeper with ideally entertainment/touring
experience to join our team of dedicated professionals. This position can be based out of Nashville, TN on
a hybrid basis. The Bookkeeper is responsible for computing, classifying, and recording financial
transactions to ensure the financial records of assigned entertainment clients are accurate. This is a non-
exempt, overtime eligible position. The annualized base pay range for this role is expected to be between
$51,771 — $58,032.

Contact: Apply here

All job listings are free-to-list and will be posted for 60 days. Listings are accepted and published at
the discretion of MusicRow. To submit a listing, use the MusicRow Listings Submission Form.
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CALENDAR

November 28

Jimmy Fallon (feat. Carter Faith)/Ugly Sweater/Republic Records

Abby Cates/Toyota Camry

Austin Michael/Back On A Barstool

Ryan and Rory/Lawn Chair In The Living Room/BBR Music Group/BMG Nashville
Evanjoseph/Parallel Lines

Noah Abboud/Stay With Me/Santa Anna Nashville

December 1
Caryn Dixon/Bird in a Cage/Caryn Dixon Music
Betsy/Doesn’t Take Much

December 5
Corey Kent (feat. Koe Wetzel)/Rocky Mountain Low/Sony Music Nashville
Tenille Arts/Don’t Ruin Flowers/Dreamcatcher Artists/ONErpm

November 28

Treaty Oak Revival/West Texas Degenerate

Melissa Carper/A Very Carper Christmas/Thirty Tigers

Waylon Hanel/When Waylon Comes To Nashville/CDX Records

December 5

Zac Brown Band/Love & Fear

Ryan Charles/Jiggy Buckaroo/River House Artists
Aaron McBee/Who | Am
Bottomland/Bottomland

Jenna Tores/Firebird

Wynn Williams/COUNTRY THERAPY Deluxe

December 12
Brantley Gilbert/Greatest Hits...So Far/The Valory Music Co.
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CALENDAR

November 28

Playboi Carti/ANTAGONIST TOUR 2.0/Bridgestone Arena
Brett Eldredge/Glow Tour/Ryman Auditorium
Effin/Daydream Tour/Cannery Hall (Main Stage)
Thompson Square/City Winery

November 29

Black Tiger Sex Machine/The BTSM Manga Experience/The Pinnacle
Brett Eldredge/Glow Tour/Ryman Auditorium

Fit For A King/Lonely God Tour/Marathon Music Works

guilty pleasures/10th Annual Post-Thanksgiving Bash/The Basement East
Noah Gundersen/Cannery Hall (The Mil)

Project Pat/EXIT/IN

Gabe Dixon/Holiday Show/City Winery

William Tyler & Friends/The Blue Room

November 30

Brett Eldredge/Glow Tour/Ryman Auditorium
Thomas Dolby/The Basement East

Talib Kweli/City Winery

December 1
Little Big Town/The Christmas Shows/Ryman Auditorium

December 2

Various Artists/Country vs Cancer/The Pinnacle

Little Big Town/The Christmas Shows/Ryman Auditorium
Micky Dolenz/City Winery

December 3

Little Big Town/The Christmas Shows/Ryman Auditorium

The Spill Canvas x Mae/20th Anniversary Tour/The Basement East
Micky Dolenz/City Winery

December 4

Little Big Town/The Christmas Shows/Ryman Auditorium
Avatar/In The Airwaves/Marathon Music Works
Robenx/EXIT/IN

Hayden Pedigo/The Blue Room

Ariel Posen/Cannery Hall (Row One Stage)

December 5

The Mavericks/Dance The Night Away/Ryman Auditorium

Daniel Donato’s Cosmic Country/Cosmic Christmas Jam/Brooklyn Bowl

JD McPherson/Socks: A Rock & Roll Christmas Tour/The Basement East

The McCrary Sisters/16th Annual A McCrary Kind of Christmas/Riverside Revival
Nathan Thomas/5th Annual Christmas Concert/City Winery

Bonnie Prince Billy/The Blue Room
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