
March 25, 2021 The MusicRow Weekly

THIS WEEK’S HEADLINES

Iconic Music Industry Leader 
Connie Bradley Dies

Taylor Lindsey Appointed As 
Head Of A&R At Sony Music 
Nashville 

Big Machine Label Group 
And Jaren Johnston Partner

Kenny Chesney Announces 
‘Here And Now’ Deluxe 

Nominees Announced For 
AIMP Nashville Awards 

CAA Signs After Midtown

The Station Inn’s JT Gray 
Passes 

B.J. Thomas Battling Stage 
Four Lung Cancer 

Justin Moore Is ‘Straight 
Outta The Country’ With New 
Release

Ross Copperman Returns To 
Artist Spotlight

DISClaimer Singles Reviews

And much more…

Friday, March 26, 2021

If you were forwarded this 
newsletter and would like to 

receive it, sign up here. 

SIGN UP HERE (FREE!)

Iconic industry leader Connie Bradley, who spent more than three 
decades with ASCAP, passed away Wednesday morning (March 24) in Ft. 
Meyers, Florida.

Bradley joined ASCAP in 1976, and rose to Senior Vice President and 
Nashville Head. Under her leadership, ASCAP signed and supported the 
careers of Kenny Chesney, Dierks Bentley, Garth Brooks, Rodney 
Crowell, Billy Currington, Alan Jackson, Reba McEntire, Brad Paisley, 
Kellie Pickler, Rascal Flatts, John Rich, George Strait and Chris Young, 
among many. She led the ASCAP Nashville office until 2010, when she 
stepped back to take the role of strategic advisor.

Bradley was born Connie Darnell in Fayetteville, Tennessee on October 1, 
1945. She grew up in Shelbyville, Tennessee, studied at Middle 
Tennessee State University, and worked at News Channel 5 and in the 
mortgage industry before starting her career in the music industry. She 
spent time at Famous Music/Dot Records, the Bill Hudson & Associates 
public relations firm, and RCA Records before joining ASCAP.

Bradley was among a handful of pioneering women in the Nashville music 
industry that also included Jo Walker-Meador, Donna Hilley, Frances 
Preston, and more.

The Music Row stalwart was honored many times for her legacy and 
contributions to the music industry. The 2008 Leadership Music Dale 
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Franklin Award, which is given to recognize music 
industry leaders who exemplify the highest quality of 
leadership and leading by example, was presented to 
Bradley and her family. The main conference room at 
ASCAP’s Nashville office was named the Connie 
Bradley Board Room in 2010.

Bradley was awarded the Nashville Symphony’s 
highest honor, the Harmony Award, in 2006. She was 
inducted into the SOURCE Hall of Fame in 2012.

She received the Country Music Association’s Irving 
Waugh Award of Excellence in 2018. Bradley served 
on the CMA Board of Directors from 1983 to 2012, 
having been elected both President and Chairperson. 
She also served as the past-chairman of St. Thomas/
Baptist Hospital Health Services Foundation Board 
from 2004-2006, and was a member of the Academy 
of Country Music, Country Music Association, 
Copyright Society of the South, the National Academy 
of Recording Arts and Sciences, and SOURCE.

Bradley is survived by her husband, renowned music 
executive Jerry Bradley, and step-children, Leigh 
Jankiv and BMI’s Clay Bradley.

Plans for memorial services have not been 
announced at this time.

“As head of ASCAP’s Nashville office for more than 
three decades, Connie Bradley was a mentor to so 
many of country music’s greatest songwriters and an 
indelible part of ASCAP’s history. She was a maverick 
leader in country music with an enormous heart who 
passionately advocated for the songwriters she loved 
so much. ASCAP and country music lost an iconic 
leader today. Our hearts go out to her family and the 
large community of songwriters who loved her,” says 
ASCAP Chairman and President, and songwriter 
Paul Williams of Bradley’s passing.

“I am so saddened to hear the news of Connie’s 
passing. She was one of the many trailblazers, along 
with Frances Preston and Jo Walker Meador, for 
women in the Nashville music business. Her passion 
for artists, songs and the Country Music industry as a 
whole paved the way for so many. Personally, I will 
miss her class, her stories and her humor. I am 
heartbroken for Jerry, and offer my deepest 
condolences to him and their family during this time,” 
says Sarah Trahern, Country Music Association CEO. 
MR

Connie Bradley with husband Jerry Bradley at his induction into the 
Country Music Hall of Fame in 2019. Photo: Donn Jones/CMA

Pictured (L-R) Connie and Jerry Bradley with Harold and Patsy Bradley at 
the Owen Bradley statue on Music Row. Photo: Courtesy of Jerry Bradley 

Kenny Chesney congratulates Connie Bradley as she is awarded the 
Irving Waugh Award of Excellence. Photo: Hunter Berry/CMA 
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Taylor Lindsey Appointed As Head Of A&R At Sony Music Nashville 

Sony Music Nashville has announced the appointment of 
Taylor Lindsey to oversee the company’s A&R 
Department as Senior Vice President, A&R. In her new 
post, Lindsey will work with the label’s roster, and she will 
continue to sign and develop talent. She will report to 
Randy Goodman, Sony Music Nashville’s Chairman and 
CEO.

The news follows the announcement that Jim Catino 
would be leaving his post as Executive Vice President of 
A&R when his contract ends on July 1, 2021.

“It is not often that we can so quickly and naturally look to 
an internal candidate to succeed a notable executive but 
there was never any doubt that Taylor Lindsey should fill 
this role. Since I arrived at Sony Music Nashville, Taylor 
has become a crucial part of our company. Her early and 
on-going work with Maren Morris, Luke Combs, Old 
Dominion, Mitchell Tenpenny and most recently Niko 
Moon gives me great confidence that she is the right 
executive at the right time to lead Sony Music Nashville’s 
A&R team to the next level,” Goodman says.

“I’m very excited to step into this new role and am so 
grateful for the opportunity to further the legacy of A&R at 
Sony Music Nashville. None of this would be possible 
without the mentorship and guidance I’ve received from 
Jim Catino over the course of my career. We have an 
amazing A&R team and a unique approach to artist 
development that offers our gifted artist roster unmatched 
commitment for the next evolution in their careers,” says 
Lindsey.

Lindsey joined the SMN A&R department in 2013. Prior to taking on this current expanded role, Lindsey was 
directly involved with the development of artists such as Old Dominion, Luke Combs, Maren Morris, Ryan Hurd 
and Mitchell Tenpenny among others. She has been instrumental in working with Niko Moon on his Platinum-
certified “Good Time” and Jameson Rodgers on his Gold-certified “Some Girls Do.” Before joining Sony Music 
Nashville, Lindsey was at BMG where she signed and developed the careers of songwriters and artists; she 
pitched the catalogs of 13 chart-topping songwriters, including her award-winning sister, Hillary Lindsey. Moving 
to Nashville following four years at the University of Georgia, the sister team created Raylene Music which was 
later acquired by BMG.

Lindsey resides in Nashville with her husband, Grammy nominated songwriter Derrick Southerland, and their 
daughter, Lyle. MR
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MusicRow CountryBreakout Chart Reporting Stations 

New On The Chart —Debuting This Week
song/artist/label—Chart Position
My Masterpiece/Darius Rucker/Capitol — 64
Camp Jackson/Michael B. Whit — 76
Treasure/Mary Heather Hickman/Rolling River Records — 78
God Save The World/Jeff Carson feat. Lisa Brokop/MCC/
Curb — 79
Hands On The Bible/Chelsey James — 80

Greatest Spin Increase
song/artist/label—Spin Increase
Like A Lady/Lady A/BMLG — 305
Forever After All/Luke Combs/River House Artists/Columbia 
Nashville — 193
Treasure/Mary Heather Hickman/Rolling River Records — 168
God Save The World/Jeff Carson feat. Lisa Brokop/MCC/
Curb — 166
My Masterpiece/Darius Rucker/Capitol — 164

Most Added
song/artist/label—No. of Adds
Treasure/Mary Heather Hickman/Rolling River Records — 17
Like A Lady/Lady A/BMLG — 17
My Masterpiece/Darius Rucker/Capitol — 12
God Save The World/Jeff Carson feat. Lisa Brokop/MCC/
Curb — 11
Things A Man Oughta Know/Lainey Wilson/Broken Bow — 8
Knowing You/Kenny Chesney/Blue Chair Records/Warner Music 
Nashville — 8

On Deck—Soon To Be Charting
song/artist/label—No. of Spins
It Goes So Fast/Dwain Messer/N Crowd Music — 154
Old School's In/Heath Sanders/Valory — 150
Villain/Lily Rose/Big Loud Records — 140
Lonely Girl/Danny Kensy/Rad Records — 135
Chasing After You/Ryan Hurd w/ Maren Morris/Arista 
Nashville — 133

NO. 1 SONGCHART ACTION

Friday, March 26, 2021

Tim McGraw’s collab with Tyler Hubbard, “Undivided,” rises to No. 1 
in just 11 weeks on the MusicRow CountryBreakout Radio Chart. 
Hubbard co-wrote the single with Chris Loocke. 

“Undivided” will be included on the deluxe version of McGraw’s No. 1 
album Here On Earth, due out later this spring on Big Machine 
Records.

The music video features behind the scenes footage of the two in the 
studio and has amassed over 1.8 million views. Click here to watch the 
video. 

Each songwriter and artist earning No. 1 
credit on the MusicRow Chart receives a 
MusicRow Challenge Coin. Click here to 

view a full list of recipients.

http://www.musicrow.com/countrybreakout-challenge-coin/
http://www.musicrow.com/countrybreakout-challenge-coin/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsFb67fo7nE
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Weeks
On Chart

Last
Week

This
Week Song / Artist / Label Spins / 

Reports
% Spin 
Power Spins +/-

11 2 1 Undivided / Tim McGraw and Tyler Hubbard / Big Machine Records 1759/63 6 97
27 3 2 Settling Down / Miranda Lambert / Vanner Records/RCA Records 1716/59 3 55
10 6 3 Minimum Wage / Blake Shelton / Warner Music Nashville 1678/61 9 133
24 4 4 Next Girl / Carly Pearce / Big Machine 1637/65 3 54
56 5 5 Nobody / Dylan Scott / Curb 1587/52 1 14
37 1 6 The Good Ones / Gabby Barrett / Warner Music Nashville 1586/45 -14 -255
22 7 7 Breaking Up Was Easy In The 90’s / Sam Hunt / MCA Nashville 1548/54 2 29
18 8 8 Blame It On You / Jason Aldean / Broken Bow 1513/58 9 120
62 13 9 Somebody Like That / Tenille Arts / 19th & Grand 1367/45 4 52
12 14 10 Famous Friends / Chris Young & Kane Brown / RCA Nashville 1359/58 8 95
21 11 11 We Didn’t Have Much / Justin Moore / Valory 1346/62 2 20
46 12 12 Made For You / Jake Owen / Big Loud Records 1329/39 1 12
5 18 13 Forever After All / Luke Combs / River House Artists/Columbia Nashville 1208/55 19 193
40 15 14 Hard Days / Brantley Gilbert / Valory 1112/47 1 13
19 16 15 Memory I Don’t Mess With / Lee Brice / Curb 1093/55 2 17
7 17 16 Glad You Exist / Dan + Shay / Warner Music Nashville/WAR 1054/50 3 29
58 19 17 Momma’s House / Dustin Lynch / Broken Bow 1032/35 3 26
39 20 18 Wine, Beer, Whiskey / Little Big Town / Capitol 986/43 1 12
11 21 19 Tequila Little Time / Jon Pardi / Capitol 947/51 3 31
22 22 20 If It Wasn’t For Trucks / Riley Green / BMLG 933/45 4 34
20 23 21 Heaven On Dirt / Teddy Robb / Monument 887/49 0 2
22 24 22 Where I Find God / Larry Fleet / Big Loud Records 850/40 7 57
11 27 23 Give Heaven Some Hell / HARDY / Big Loud Records 826/49 7 51
20 25 24 Just About Over You / Priscilla Block / Mercury Nashville 797/44 2 14
14 26 25 Drinkin’ Beer. Talkin’ God. Amen. / Chase Rice feat. Florida Georgia Line / Broken Bow/Dack 

Janiels
790/41 1 9

30 29 26 Single Saturday Night / Cole Swindell / Warner Music Nashville 768/40 14 97
11 28 27 My Boy / Elvie Shane / Wheelhouse Records 729/41 5 38
17 30 28 Anybody Else / Mira Goto / ArtistMax/Copperline 667/33 2 12
4 36 29 Knowing You / Kenny Chesney / Blue Chair Records/Warner Music Nashville 652/42 30 150
6 32 30 Lonely Drum / Aaron Goodvin / Reviver Records/Warner Music Canada 622/42 12 65
15 31 31 Cold Beer Calling My Name / Jameson Rodgers feat. Luke Combs / River House Artists/

Columbia Nashville
613/35 5 29

2 58 32 Like A Lady / Lady A / BMLG 588/43 108 305
9 33 33 To Be Loved By You / Parker McCollum / MCA Nashville 577/38 4 21
15 35 34 Just Like You / Paige King Johnson / PCG Artist Development 575/40 11 58
8 34 35 Freedom Was A Highway / Jimmie Allen & Brad Paisley / Stoney Creek Records 525/32 -3 -18
16 38 36 Heartland / Hailey Whitters / Big Loud Records/S&D 505/31 5 23
19 37 37 You Time / Scotty McCreery / Triple Tigers Records 503/33 1 4
6 47 38 Things A Man Oughta Know / Lainey Wilson / Broken Bow 491/34 30 114
5 45 39 Getting Over Him / Lauren Alaina feat. Jon Pardi / Mercury Nashville 461/33 16 62
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Weeks
On Chart

Last
Week

This
Week Song / Artist / Label Spins / 

Reports
% Spin 
Power Spins +/-

12 39 40 Just Friends / Caylee Hammack / Capitol 460/29 2 9
23 40 41 I Can Tell By The Way You Dance / Josh Turner / MCA Nashville 457/27 2 11
14 41 42 Extra / Kylie Trout / Kylie Trout Music 443/27 0 1
12 44 43 What Would Dolly Do? / Tori Martin / LuckySky Music 436/26 8 31
12 43 44 Chain Breaker / Zach Williams / Provident Label Group 429/30 0 2
12 49 45 You’re Gonna Love Me / Tim Dugger / Curb 420/31 20 71
7 46 46 Okfuskee Whiskey / James Robert Webb / Bison Creek Records 419/35 11 40
10 48 47 Right Place Now / Hudson Valley / Hudson Valley 397/22 6 21
4 50 48 I Can’t / Caitlyn Smith feat. Old Dominion / Monument Records 387/35 12 40
8 55 49 Shallow / Garth Brooks and Trisha Yearwood / Pearl Records 382/23 21 65
17 52 50 Worship You / Kane Brown / RCA Nashville 358/20 3 12
7 53 51 What The Whiskey’s For / Tom Sexton / Lots To Do Music 341/30 5 17
7 56 52 Together / for KING & COUNTRY feat. Hannah Ellis, Jackson Michelson / Curb|Word 

Entertainment
336/27 6 20

5 64 53 Gettin’ Her Over You / Bobby Wills / Willing 325/24 33 81
11 60 54 Kickstart / Owen Howell / Kojax Entertainment 285/18 4 12
10 59 55 No Body, No Crime / Taylor Swift feat. Haim / MCA Nashville 275/17 -3 -8
9 61 56 Can’t Stop / Chloe Collins / Collins House Music 273/20 1 4
28 51 57 Waitin’ On 5 / Chris Janson / Warner Music Nashville 273/13 -21 -74
8 68 58 New To Neon / Andrew Hopson / Tower Road Records 265/14 24 51
10 63 59 I Do Thing / Kylie Frey / Deep Frey’d Music Group 261/21 6 14
8 65 60 Head Over Wheels / Joe Hanson / 248/16 2 4
14 62 61 Whiskey And Rain / Michael Ray / Warner Music Nashville 248/14 0 -1
3 67 62 Under It With You Tonight / Smith & Wesley / Dream Walkin/Audium Nashville 244/20 12 27
4 66 63 It’s All Yours / Dave Wilbert / Wilbilly Records 243/20 10 22
1 108 64 My Masterpiece / Darius Rucker / Capitol 239/20 127 164
4 72 65 Come On Over / Kyle Elliott / 220/14 16 30
5 76 66 Dreams And Gasoline / Shelley Lynch / Lynch Records 211/10 15 28
3 73 67 Good Day / Brett Eldredge / Warner Music Nashville 206/16 10 18
8 69 68 He Looks Good On Her / Michael McCall / MDM Entertainment 205/13 1 2
4 75 69 Same Dirt Road / Eric Lee / Blue Hill Records 203/16 9 16
10 70 70 More With Less / Frank Vieira / Frank Vieira Music 201/12 1 2
26 71 71 Dear Rodeo / Cody Johnson / CoJo Music/Warner Bros. 200/11 4 8
4 77 72 Home Sweet / Russell Dickerson / Triple Tigers Records 199/14 11 19
6 74 73 Do Ya / Tiffany Woys / 192/12 2 4
4 79 74 Gotta Go Rodeo / Darlinghurst / Helium 191/15 15 25
3 78 75 Let It Flow / Dave McElroy / Greg Stevens Promotions/Tatum Town LLC 182/11 6 10
1 81 76 Camp Jackson / Michael B. Whit / 181/14 16 25
2 80 77 Homesick / Veronika / Whattaguy Music 181/18 10 17
1 240 78 Treasure / Mary Heather Hickman / Rolling River Records 173/18 127 168
1 224 79 God Save The World / Jeff Carson feat. Lisa Brokop / MCC/Curb 173/12 127 166
1 82 80 Hands On The Bible / Chelsey James / 157/7 2 3

No. 1 Song Greatest Spin Increase Highest Debut

https://musicrow.com/magazine/
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Big Machine Label Group And 
Jaren Johnston Announce 

Unique Partnership

Songwriter, producer, and The Cadillac Three frontman 
Jaren Johnston is partnering with Big Machine Label 
Group to collaborate on developing artists, as well as 
work with the label’s current roster. The unique 
partnership gives BMLG the first look at artists 
Johnston is developing, as well as lends his expertise 
on in-house projects for both A&R and production.

“Jaren is a favorite artist, writer, producer and person. 
When he rang me up about doing this together it was 
an immediate ‘yes’. He has free rein to go absolutely 
crazy and I can’t wait to see what he finds,” says 
BMLG Founder/CEO Scott Borchetta.

Johnston, who fronts the ACM nominated Group of the 
Year The Cadillac Three, has earned multiple award 
nominations and written several No. 1 songs for other 
country artists. He was nominated for a Grammy award 
for Best Country Song with “Meanwhile Back At 
Mama’s” (Tim McGraw ft. Faith Hill), as well as ACM 
Awards Song of the Year for “Raise ‘Em Up” (Keith 
Urban ft. Eric Church). He has also served as producer 
for Keith Urban, Steven Tyler, Darius Rucker, and 
Drake White, among others.

“I’ve been part of the Big Machine family for six years. 
Scott has always been a champion of me and my 
band, The Cadillac Three. This partnership made total 
sense as yet another creative outlet for me, and I’m 
excited to be working with him and his team on this 
new project. I’m stoked to discover, develop and 
produce some bad ass new talent,” says Johnston. MR

Kenny Chesney Builds On 
‘Here And Now’ Success With 

Kenny Chesney is expanding upon his album Here 
And Now with a new deluxe edition, available for 
preorder beginning March 26 and set for release May 
7.

Here And Now Deluxe includes four diverse new 
tracks: “Wind On” (David Lee Murphy and Rodney 
Clawson), “Fields of Glory” (Josh Osborne, Ashley 
Gorley and Ross Copperman), “My 
Anthem” (Osborne, Shane McAnally and Jason 
Gantt) ,and “Streets,” (co-written with Tom Douglas).

“Being home, writing with friends, recording with 
people who inspire you,” Chesney says, “this time has 
taught me to really be in the moment, to share more 
music. Some of these songs will spark an immediate 
hunger for things we all love; some of them I think 
people will think about for days and days after they 
hear them. With so much still unsettled, I didn’t want to 
wait any more to share them.”

Chesney also recently announced he is pushing his 
2021 stadium tour to next year due to current 
pandemic capacity restrictions. MR
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AIMP Nashville Announces Nominees For 6th Annual Awards 

The Nashville Chapter of the Association of Independent Music 
Publishers (AIMP) has announced the nominees for its sixth 
annual AIMP Nashville Awards.

The awards will be held on April 27 at 4 p.m. CT at The 
Listening Room Café in Nashville. Only nominees and 
sponsors will be invited to attend in person, with masks and 
social distancing required. The event will also be livestreamed 
and made available to AIMP members.

Twenty three independent music publishers and 19 songwriters 
each received multiple nominations this year. Big Machine 
Label Group was the most-nominated independent publisher 
with 10 nods, followed by Round Hill Music with five, Concord 
Music Publishing with four, and Curb | Word Music 
Publishing, peermusic, Relative Music Group, 
SMACKSongs, Spirit Music, and Tape Room Music with 
three each. Ashley Gorley, HARDY, and Jonathan Singleton 
were the top songwriters with three nominations each. 

The full list of nominees by category can be found here. Voting for all AIMP Nashville Chapter members is open 
now and will end on March 30 at 5 p.m. CT.

“In the face of seemingly insurmountable odds, independent songwriters and publishers have pushed through and 
created truly fantastic art to get us to the other side of an unprecedented time,” says Vice President of the AIMP 
Nashville Chapter and Co-Chair of the AIMP Nashville Awards, Ree Guyer. “While we were forced to cancel last 
year’s event, we are happy to honor this year’s winners in a safe, socially distanced ceremony, and hope we’ll be 
able to celebrate with the full Nashville independent publishing community in 2022!”

“Given our currently trying times, it’s even more important to remember and honor the good from the past year,” 
says AIMP National Chair and President of the AIMP Nashville Chapter, John Ozier. “The independent music 
publishing community never stops, and this year showed its ingenuity as songwriters found new ways to connect 
and create music that both captured the moment and provided solace to listeners. We look forward to recognizing 
their achievements.” MR

After Midtown Signs With CAA 

After Midtown has signed with CAA for worldwide representation.

The country duo of Adam Ernst and Michael Rotundo have 
created a genre-bending sound that is quickly creating a buzz with 
their self-penned debut single “Boys Like Us.” The duo came to 
life after gigging together as solo artists, through which they 
discovered their chemistry as vocalists, writers, and 
instrumentalists.

After Midtown is managed in partnership by The Core 
Entertainment’s Kevin “Chief” Zaruk and Simon Tikhman, as 
well as 10th Street Entertainment’s Scott Frazier and Chris 
Nilsson. They are signed to Sony Music Publishing. MR
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The Station Inn’s JT Gray Passes 

Earl “JT” Gray, the owner of Nashville’s world famous 
bluegrass mecca The Station Inn, died on March 20 at age 
75.

He was a 2020 inductee into the Bluegrass Music Hall of 
Fame.

On March 14, Gray appeared on international television 
during the Grammy Awards salute to America’s independent 
nightclubs. He always described The Station Inn as “a 
listening room.” The venue was a destination for lovers of 
acoustic music and hosted virtually all the top names in 
bluegrass for more than 40 years.

Gray was a guitarist and singer who was born in Corinth, Mississippi. He moved to Music City in 1971 to become a 
member of the Nashville-based bluegrass band The Misty Mountain Boys. The group played at venues throughout 
the city, including The Bluegrass Inn and Old Time Picking Parlor downtown and the Opryland theme park.

In 1976, he formed his own band, J.T. Gray & The Nashville Skyline. He took a hiatus from the group to become a 
member of Jimmy Martin’s Sunny Mountain Boys in 1979-81, then resumed leading Skyline. At various times, he 
also backed Vassar Clements, The Sullivan Family and Tom T. Hall.

He left Martin’s group to acquire The Station Inn in early 1981. Founded in 1974, the club was originally at 104 
28th Ave. N., near Vanderbilt. In 1978, it moved to 402 12th Ave. S., in a then nearly deserted industrial area called 
The Gulch. It has remained there, now surrounded by modern condos, upscale retail establishments and fancy 
restaurants.

Gray renovated the club, which included installing some seats from the Flatt & Scruggs tour bus and decorating its 
wood-paneled walls with vintage posters. At first, he featured his Nashville Skyline band and other local acts. The 
Bluegrass Cardinals were the first national bluegrass stars to play the venue, followed the next day by Country 
Gazette. The humble, 150-seat club was soon full of bluegrass lovers.

The then-unknown family group The Whites began building a following via regular appearances at The Station Inn 
in 1981-82. The Nashville Bluegrass Band and The Dreadful Snakes got their starts at the nightclub. The venue 
was also a training ground for future country stars Dierks Bentley, Alison Krauss, Chris Stapleton and Vince Gill.

Bill Monroe began dropping by unannounced to sit in with whoever was on stage. Ralph Stanley became a visitor, 
too. At one point, Stanley was joined at the club by his former band members Ricky Skaggs and Keith Whitley for 
an impromptu reunion. Such serendipitous events became common at The Station Inn. Among other notables 
known to drop in to “jam” were Bela Fleck, Stuart Duncan, Mark O’Connor, Alan O’Bryant, Roland White, Tim 
O’Brien, Sam Bush, Vassar Clements and Jerry Douglas. The club’s weekly Sunday night jam sessions were 
famous. Opry stars often dropped by following their Friday and Saturday night WSM broadcasts.

The Station Inn had a number of regular performers. Gray formed his band 16th Avenue in 1985, then assumed 
leadership of The JT Gray Band in 1988. That group endured as Station Inn mainstays until his passing. Peter 
Rowan & Crucial Country were resident Station Inn entertainers, as was the Sidemen group formed by Rob & 
Ronnie McCoury, which appeared at the club for 16 years. The Time Jumpers were weekly visitors at the venue for 
13 years beginning in 1998 before outgrowing its capacity. The hilarious Doyle & Debbie country parody shows 
were also fixtures at The Station Inn. Jim Rooney staged his annual birthday celebrations there with John Prine. 
The old-time country band Old Crow Medicine Show was also a resident attraction.
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But keeping the little club afloat was a constant challenge in the early years. Gray sometimes took work as a 
coach-bus driver for various touring music stars and did other “outside” jobs.

By 2000, the nightclub had become known worldwide as a bluegrass shrine. It was used for photo shoots and as a 
location for music videos. It was the site of live albums by singer-songwriter Shawn Camp and Grand Ole Opry 
comic/musician Mike Snider. Celebrities who visited the venue included Robert Duvall, Reese Witherspoon, William 
Shatner, Mel Gibson and Peyton Manning.

In 2003, JT Gray was given a Distinguished Achievement Award by the International Bluegrass Music Association 
(IBMA). Filmmaker Pat Isbey created a feature-length documentary in 2004 called The Station Inn – True Life 
Bluegrass with commentary by Roland White, Del McCoury, Fleck, Bush, Skaggs, Krauss and Stanley.

Gray began to face health challenges around this time. He had a series of heart-bypass operations while still in his 
50s. Nevertheless, in 2005 he issued his first and only album, It’s About Time.

In recent years, the nightspot has launched a web channel—Station Inn TV—to live stream performances. 
Thousands of fans worldwide have tuned in.

The Country Music Hall of Fame opened a new exhibit devoted to The Station Inn this year. During the Grammy 
telecast, Gray announced the Best Country Album award going to Miranda Lambert. This year’s Bluegrass 
Grammy went to Station Inn graduate Billy Strings.

Throughout his life, JT Gray was a kind soul, a Southern gentleman and a generous spirit. He created a warm, 
welcoming environment for acoustic musicians and their fans, a venue where connections were made, 
collaborations were born, songs were auditioned and talent was nurtured.

Funeral arrangements are private, for the family. A Station Inn celebration of the life of JT Gray will be announced 
at a later date. MR

B.J. Thomas Battling Stage Four Lung Cancer 

B.J. Thomas has revealed he has been diagnosed with stage four 
lung cancer. The Grammy, CMA, and Dove award-winning pop, 
country, and gospel artist is currently receiving treatment in a Texas 
health care facility, and is hopeful for a complete recovery.

“I just wanted to take this unique opportunity to share my gratitude 
to Gloria, my wonderful wife and my rock for over 53 years, my 
family, friends, and fans. I’m so blessed to have had the opportunity 
to record and perform beautiful songs in pop, country, and gospel 
music, and to share those wonderful songs and memories around 
the world with millions of you. I ask all of you for your prayers during 
this time and that my music can live on with you,” Thomas says.

Thomas has sold over 70 million albums worldwide and achieved eight No. 1s and 26 Top 10s throughout his 
50 year-career in the music industry. He is ranked as one of Billboard’s Top 50 Most Played Artists Over The 
Past 50 Years, and is known for hits like the classic “Raindrops Keep Fallin’ On My Head,” “Hooked On A 
Feeling,” “I’m So Lonesome I Could Cry,” “I Just Can’t Help Believing,” “(Hey Won’t You Play) Another 
Somebody Done Somebody Wrong Song,” and “Don’t Worry Baby.” Thomas plans to continue to interact with 
industry colleagues and fans, and remains optimistic about his availability to make public appearances. MR
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MORE TOP STORIES

The pickin’s are slim today.

There are only five essential listening experiences here. 
They belong to Marty Stuart, Breland & Mickey Guyton, Mo 
Pitney and the Lee Ann Womack collaboration with the Fisk 
Jubilee Singers. Plus our Disc of the Day winner, Kelsea 
Ballerini with an assist from Kenny Chesney.

Morgan Wade, who has been opening shows for her equally 
tattooed sister Ashley McBryde, wins the DISCovery Award.

Click here to read Robert K. Oermann's reviews of Kelsea 
Ballerini & Kenny Chesney, Marty Stuart, Breland & Mickey 
Guyton, Morgan Wade and more.

DISClaimer Single Reviews: Kelsea & Kenny, 
Breland & Mickey, Morgan Wade 

Concord Promotes Bob Valentine to President; 
Kent Hoskins Steps Into CFO Role 

Thomas Rhett Continues His Chart-Topping 
Streak With ‘What’s Your Country Song’ 

Marty Stuart Announces New Acoustic Album 
‘Songs I Sing In The Dark’ 

Kenny Chesney Postpones Stadium Tour To 
2022 

Shenandoah’s Marty Raybon Signs With Billy 
Blue Records 

Country Radio Hall of Fame Nomination 
Deadline Approaching 

Bob DiPiero, Craig Wiseman, Jeffrey Steele, 
More Set For Travis Meadows Benefit 

Carrie Underwood Announces Special ‘My 
Savior’ Concert Event For Easter Sunday 

Oak Ridge Boys Plan Some ‘Front Porch Singing’ 
For June 

TwentySeven Music Publishing Signs Jennifer 
Smestad 

Canaan Smith Announces Sophomore Album, 
‘High Country Sound’ 

Bob Kingsley’s ‘Book Of Records’ Print And Audio 
Book Slated For 2022 

Exile Inks With Time Life For Digital Re-issue Of 
Four Albums 

Brent Cobb And Kendell Marvel To Embark On 
Country Music For Grown Folks Tour 
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Justin Moore Is ‘Straight Outta 
The Country’ With New Release 

Set For April 

Justin Moore. Photo: Cody Villalobos

Justin Moore is gearing up for the release of his new 
eight-song collection, Straight Outta The Country, out 
April 23 on The Valory Music Co. He will debut some 
of the new music during a worldwide ticketed live 
stream from The Barn in Nashville on April 17.

The leadoff track from the album, “We Didn’t Have 
Much,” is currently climbing into Top 30 at country 
radio, and sets the tone for the mix. The collection 
includes songs penned by Rhett Akins, Jeremy 
Stover, Michael Hardy, Randy Montana, and more. 
“She Ain’t Mine No More” and “Hearing Things” are 
stamped with Moore’s southern drawl and traditional 
storytelling, and “You Keep Getting Me Drunk” 
showcases his vocal range. “Consecutive Days Alive” 
is a rocking reflective ode to the past, and “More Than 
Me” serves as a tender love letter to Moore’s children.

Moore returns to the stage this weekend for a sold-out 
Billy Bob’s Texas show on Saturday (March 27), ahead 
of the worldwide ticketed live stream from The Barn in 
Nashville on April 17. Armed with nine No. 1 hits and 
three No. 1 albums, Moore’s set will include 90 
minutes of chart-toppers mixed with new music 
performed live for the first time. MR

Ross Copperman Returns To 
Artist Spotlight With 

‘Somewhere There’s A Light On’ 

Ross Copperman. Photo: Gus Black

Award-winning songwriter and producer Ross 
Copperman is gearing up for the release of his 
forthcoming EP, Somewhere There’s a Light On, set 
for release on Photo Finish Records on May 21.

The shimmery Southern pop flavored project features 
back-to-back singalongs and Copperman’s ferocious 
musicality, radio-ready piano, staccato percussion, 
synths, snaps and smooth vocals, with country’s love 
of cohesive narratives. “I’ve always liked to write 
songs to live in any world and not necessarily be too 
specific to genres,” Copperman said. “It feels like pop 
has really been influenced by country writing in the 
last few years.”

Signed initially as an artist to the UK’s Phonogenic 
Records/RCA in the early 2000’s, Copperman found 
himself touring, landing syncs on popular shows, and 
earning success for two releases out of the gate. 
Relocating to Nashville, he became a student of 
songwriting, and a respected producer as well, with 29 
No. 1 songs under his belt. Now he’s coming full circle 
with a new release as an artist himself. MR
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Dustin Lynch Enlists MacKenzie Porter For 
Stirring Duet, ‘Thinking ‘Bout You’ [Interview] 

Dustin Lynch is giving a second life to a track 
first shared on his Tullahoma album, this time 
enlisting rising singer-songwriter MacKenzie 
Porter to complete the duet.

“Thinking ‘Bout You (feat. MacKenzie Porter),” 
co-written by Lynch, Andy Albert, Hunter 
Phelps, and Will Weatherly, tells the exciting 
and relatable tale of exes reconnecting via a 
phone conversation.

“The chorus was a bit of a one-take, lyrically, for 
me,” Lynch tells MusicRow of the “Thinking 
‘Bout You” writing session. “I was just name-
checking places that people have ended up or 
I’ve done life at through the years. There’s 
definitely a personal connection to the lyric of 
the song.”

The duet originally appeared as a collaboration 
on Tullahoma with Lauren Alaina. When Alaina 
wasn’t available to be a part of the single 
release, Lynch put a call out to the country 
music community for submissions for the part 
from up-and-coming female artists.

“I had my team remove all the names from the submissions and just number them so I wouldn’t be persuaded 
based on if I knew who it was, what camp they’re a part of, what they look like. On my first listen I ended up 
pointing to file number two or whatever it was. Two weeks later, I’m still listening through and keep coming back to 
it. It ended up being MacKenzie Porter,” Lynch explains. “We all gravitated to her performance, and I think there’s 
reason for that.

“For me it was an opportunity to reach down and lift a new artist up, I take pride in hopefully shining a little bit of 
light, if we have some success with ‘Thinking ‘Bout You,’ on MacKenzie’s career.”

The music video, directed by Justin Nolan Key, plays off the phone conversation story line, with Lynch and 
Porter assuming the roles of a former couple reminiscing over the phone.

“I have a gut feeling that this was a special song, a career song for me. You don’t get those feelings often, at least 
I don’t,” Lynch says. “With my experience, doing this long enough, I’ve got a pretty good gauge whenever we get 
one that’s raising it’s hand and this one seems to be doing that. Hopefully I don’t mess my streak up.” MR
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1 2 Jesse Frasure Almost Maybes
Minimum Wage
What's Your Country Song
Whiskey And Rain

Jordan Davis
Blake Shelton
Thomas Rhett
Michael Ray

2 1 Josh Osborne Breaking Up Was Easy In The 90’s
How They Remember You
Next Girl
Sand In My Boots

Sam Hunt
Rascal Flatts
Carly Pearce
Morgan Wallen

3 3 Corey Crowder Drinkin’ Beer. Talkin’ God. Amen
Famous Friends
Long Live
Minimum Wage

Chase Rice feat. Florida Georgia Line
Chris Young + Kane Brown
Florida Georgia Line
Blake Shelton

4 5 Tyler Hubbard Lil Bit
Long Live
Undivided

Nelly & Florida Georgia Line
Florida Georgia Line
Tim McGraw & Tyler Hubbard

5 6 Ashley Gorley Sand In My Boots
Single Saturday Night
Warning
What's Your Country Song

Morgan Wallen
Cole Swindell
Morgan Wallen
Thomas Rhett

6 4 Luke Combs Better Together
Forever After All

Luke Combs
Luke Combs

7 7 Jon Nite I Hope
Lady

Gabby Barrett
Brett Young

8 8 Mike Henderson Starting Over Chris Stapleton

9 9 Chris Stapleton Starting Over Chris Stapleton

10 14 Gabby Barrett I Hope
The Good Ones

Gabby Barrett
Gabby Barrett

11 15 Zachary Kale I Hope
The Good Ones

Gabby Barrett
Gabby Barrett

12 11 Ernest Keith Smith Breaking Up Was Easy In The 90’s
Dangerous
Somebody's Problem
Warning
Wasted On You

Sam Hunt
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen

13 10 Randy Montana Better Together
We Didn't Have Much

Luke Combs
Justin Moore

14 12 Niko Moon Gone
Good Time

Dierks Bentley
Niko Moon

15 16 Nicolle Galyon Gone
Minimum Wage

Dierks Bentley
Blake Shelton

16 18 Kevin Bard Just The Way Parmalee x Blanco Brown

17 19 N.W. Sipe Just The Way Parmalee x Blanco Brown

18 20 Matt Thomas Just The Way Parmalee x Blanco Brown

19 17 Michael Hardy Livin’ The Dream
Sand In My Boots
Single Saturday Night
Still Goin Down

Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Cole Swindell
Morgan Wallen

20 22 Dan Isbell Better Together Luke Combs

21 21 Dallas Davidson Down To One Luke Bryan

22 23 Kyle Fishman Down To One Luke Bryan

23 24 Justin Ebach Down To One Luke Bryan

24 13 Ross Copperman Lady Brett Young

25 26 Brett Young Lady Brett Young

This
Week

Last
Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist

Sunday, March 21, 2021



26 28 Rodney Clawson Momma's House
Somebody's Problem

Dustin Lynch
Morgan Wallen

27 29 Chris Loocke Undivided Tim McGraw & Tyler Hubbard

28 27 B. Davis Made For You
Memory I Don’t Mess With

Jake Owen
Lee Brice

29 25 Morgan Wallen Dangerous
Livin’ The Dream
Somebody's Problem
Still Goin Down
Wasted On You

Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen

30 30 Ryan Vojtesak Still Goin Down
Warning
Wasted On You
Worship You

Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Kane Brown

31 31 Allison Veltz Cruz Somebody Like That Tenille Arts

32 32 Tenille Arts Somebody Like That Tenille Arts

33 33 Alex Kline Somebody Like That Tenille Arts

34 34 Eric Church Hell Of A View Eric Church

35 35 Monty Criswell Hell Of A View Eric Church

36 36 C. Beathard Hell Of A View Eric Church

37 37 N. Medley Made For You Jake Owen

38 38 Jeffery Hyde Made For You Jake Owen

39 57 Thomas Rhett Growing Up
What's Your Country Song

Thomas Rhett
Thomas Rhett

40 39 Hillary Lindsey Almost Maybes Jordan Davis

41 40 Jordan Davis Almost Maybes Jordan Davis

42 41 Emily Landis The Good Ones Gabby Barrett

43 42 J. McCormick The Good Ones Gabby Barrett

44 44 Dallas Wilson Nobody Dylan Scott

45 45 Dylan Scott Nobody Dylan Scott

46 46 Matt Alderman Nobody Dylan Scott

47 43 Rhett Akins Tequila Little Time
What's Your Country Song

Jon Pardi
Thomas Rhett

48 47 Allen Shamblin How They Remember You Rascal Flatts

49 48 M. Beeson How They Remember You Rascal Flatts

50 53 Justin Wilson Momma's House Dustin Lynch

51 54 Michael Lotten Momma's House Dustin Lynch

52 55 Dylan Schneider Momma's House Dustin Lynch

53 64 Josh Miller Growing Up
Long Live

Thomas Rhett
Florida Georgia Line

54 58 Parker Welling What's Your Country Song Thomas Rhett

55 56 Ben Johnson Gone Dierks Bentley

56 59 Drew Parker Forever After All Luke Combs

57 60 Robert Williford Forever After All Luke Combs

58 61 Luke Dick Settling Down Miranda Lambert

59 62 Miranda Lambert Settling Down Miranda Lambert

60 63 Natalie Hemby Settling Down Miranda Lambert

This
Week

Last
Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist
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Jimmie Allen, Charley Pride. Photo: Courtesy of CMA Brothers Osborne. Photo: Courtesy of CMA

CALENDAR

Singles

March 26
Pryor & Lee/Good Ol’ Dogs and God/Black River
Jackson Michelson/Tip Jar/Curb Records
Hatcher/Don’t Wake Me Up/Average Joes Entertainment
October Rose/Moonshine

March 29
Callista Clark/It’s ‘Cause I Am/Big Machine Records
Travis Denning/ABBY/Mercury Nashville
Shenandoah feat. Blake Shelton/Then A Girl Walks In/Foundry Records
Lucie Tiger/Found My Home/2120 Music
Three Days Dirty/Talegate/Copper1Music

Albums

March 26
Carrie Underwood/My Savior/Capitol Records Nashville
David Olney & Anana Kaye/Whispers and Sighs/Schoolkids Records
The Alex Leach Band/I’m The Happiest When I’m Moving/Mountain Home Music
Chevel Shepherd/Everybody’s Got A Story (EP)

April 2
Canaan Smith/High Country Sound/Round Here Records
John Schneider/Truck On/BFD/Audium Nashville/Maven Entertainment

April 9
Luke Bryan/Born Here Live Here Die Here (Deluxe)/Capitol Records Nashville
Tim Montana/Long Shots/Music Knox Records/BBR Music Group
Brett Kissel/What Is Life?/OneRPM

April 18
The 56th Academy of Country Music Awards

April 27
AIMP Nashville Awards 
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