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SIGN UP HERE (FREE!)Kacey Musgraves’ Star-Crossed Deemed 
Not Eligible For Country Album Category At 

2022 Grammys

Last week during the Recording Academy’s annual screening committee 
meeting, Kacey Musgraves‘ recent album, Star-Crossed, was rejected for 
Country Album of the Year eligibility at the 64th Annual Grammy Awards. 
The project will remain eligible for the all-genre Album of the Year category.

Musgraves, a six-time Grammy winner, released her fourth studio album 
Star-Crossed on Sept. 10 through MCA Nashville and Interscope Records. 
It debuted at No. 1 on Billboard‘s Top Country Albums and No. 3 on the 
Billboard 200.

After the decision, President of Universal Music Group Nashville Cindy 
Mabe issued a letter to Harvey Mason Jr., CEO of the Recording 
Academy, expressing her disapproval of the decision.  She writes, “Kacey 
Musgraves is a beacon in a format ready to push back on the ideas that 
there is more than one way to succeed, there is more than one sound and 
perspective for what country music is and most importantly who it speaks 
to.”

Mabe highlights that Musgraves’ blockbuster album Golden Hour won both 
Album of the Year and Best Country Album, among other country honors, 
at the 61st Annual Grammy Awards. Mabe writes, “Sonically, [Star-Crossed 
has] more country instrumentation than Golden Hour which won Country 
Album of the Year in 2019.” Click here to read Mabe’s full letter.

Final nominees for this year’s awards will be revealed on Tuesday, Nov. 23. 
The 64th Annual Grammy Awards will return to Los Angeles’ Staples 
Center on Monday, Jan. 31, 2022. MR
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CRB Inducts Class Of 2021 Into Country Radio Hall Of Fame, 
Honors Keith Urban & Beverlee Brannigan 

The Country Radio Broadcasters, Inc. held its 
2021 Country Radio Hall of Fame dinner and 
awards ceremony at The Westin in Nashville 
Wednesday night (Oct. 13) to induct four off-
air radio broadcasters and four on-air radio 
personalities who have made a significant 
impact on the radio industry during their 
careers.

The 2021 Country Radio Hall of Fame Class 
of inductees recognized were off-air honorees 
Bob Call, RJ Curtis, Bill Hagy, and Norm 
Schrutt. On-air honorees were Heather 
Froglear, Buzz Jackson, Bob Pickett, and 
Angie Ward. Due to last-minute unforeseen 
circumstances, Call was unable to attend and 
appear at this year’s event. His induction will 
be held at the 2022 Hall of Fame event.

CRB/CRS Board President, Kurt Johnson, also presented long-time music industry veteran and member of the 
CRB board and executive committee, Beverlee Brannigan, with the organization’s 2021 President’s Award.

Country music superstar Garth Brooks was on hand to present another country music giant, Keith Urban, with 
the 2021 CRB Artist Career Achievement Award. Brooks capped off the award presentation with a special 
performance of Urban’s 2004-hit song, “You’ll Think of Me,” and was later joined by Urban and Trisha Yearwood 
for a special performance of “Fishin’ in The Dark.”

Nominations for the 2022 Country Radio Hall of Fame are being accepted through Oct. 29. The Class of 2022 will 
be revealed at CRS 2022, to be held Feb. 23-25, 2022. MR

Pictured (L-R): Country Radio Hall of Fame Inductees Bill Hagy, Bob Pickett, 
Angie Ward, Buzz Jackson, RJ Curtis, Heather Froglear. Photo: Andrea 
Schollnick

Pictured (L-R): Trisha Yearwood, Keith Urban, CRB/CRS 
Board President Kurt Johnson, Garth Brooks. Photo: Andrea 
Schollnick

Pictured (L-R): 2021 CRB President’s Award recipient Beverlee 
Brannigan and CRB/CRS Board President Kurt Johnson. Photo: 
Andrea Schollnick
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CMT Celebrates Top Country Entertainers At Artists 
Of The Year Ceremony Live In Nashville 

Wednesday night (Oct. 13), CMT recognized some of 
this year’s biggest acts live from Nashville’s 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center at the 2021 CMT 
Artists of the Year ceremony.

Honorees included Chris Stapleton, Gabby Barrett, 
Kane Brown, Kelsea Ballerini and Luke Combs, 
alongside Breakout Artist of the Year Mickey Guyton 
and Artist of a Lifetime Randy Travis. Together these 
artists have produced some 200 career top 10 singles, 
won 130 awards and have been streamed over 25 
billion times.

The evening kicked off with Combs performing “Forever 
After All,” and accepting his award from friend Eric 
Church. He thanked the fans and his wife, and gave a 
special call out to Randy Travis for his enduring 
influence on country music.

Next, Barrett was lauded by Grammy award-winning Christian artist Michael W. Smith who introduced a 
performance of her No. 1 hit song, “The Good Ones.”

Guyton, alongside friend and musician Yola, garnered the night’s first standing ovation with the world premiere 
version of “Remember Her Name.” The performance moved Guyton to tears, noting in her acceptance speech that 
“country music is really everyone’s music.”

The second standing ovation came when Garth Brooks awarded friend and country legend Randy Travis with the 
Artist of a Lifetime Award. Randy and his wife, Mary Davis Travis, accepted the honor as Mary thanked the fans on 
Randy’s behalf noting, “Randy’s stroke may have taken his voice, but didn’t take the man or the heart, and it didn’t 
take the music.”

Brown was introduced by friend Nelly before taking the 
stage to honor Randy with one of his biggest hits, “Three 
Wooden Crosses.” Brown accepted his own 2021 honor, 
thanking the fans and remembering his bandmate and 
drummer who passed away in 2019.

Next, Grammy Award-winning artists Boys II Men, joined 
by Pentatonix’s Kevin Olusola, honored Stapleton with a 
first-ever performance of his song, “Cold.” Stapleton 
acknowledged being moved by all the “love in the room” as 
he accepted his award from friend and actress Connie 
Britton.

The final honoree celebrated was Kelsea Ballerini. Her 
husband, Morgan Evans, introduced her performance with 
tour-mates Jonas Brothers. Performing “With a Little Help 
From My Friends,” Ballerini accepted her award, thanking 
fans for their support.

The evening concluded with Walker Hayes who performed his smash viral hit, “Fancy Like.” MR

Mary and Randy Travis speak onstage the 2021 CMT Artist of the Year 
on Oct. 13, 2021 in Nashville, Tennessee. Photo: Jason Kempin

Chris Stapleton accepts an award onstage during the 2021 CMT 
Artist of the Year on Oct. 13, 2021 in Nashville, Tennessee. Photo: 
Jason Kempin
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Lauren Funk Joins Endurance 
Music Group As Senior 

Creative Director 

Endurance Music Group (EMG) has added longtime 
songwriter advocate and publishing veteran Lauren 
Funk as Senior Creative Director, effective 
immediately.

In this role, she will be responsible for managing 
EMG’s relationships with its songwriting and artist 
roster, while also identifying new talent.

Funk joins EMG from Big Yellow Dog Music as Sr. 
Creative Director, where she spent seven years 
working with Grammy award-winning artists and 
songwriters Maren Morris, Meghan Trainor, Josh Kear, 
and Daniel Tashian. During her time there, she 
secured numerous cuts with artists like Gary Allan, 
Jessie James Decker, Sara Evans, Alan Jackson, 
Chris Lane, LoCash, Dustin Lynch, Michael Ray, 
Runaway June, Blake Shelton, Josh Turner and more.

Funk also helped develop Sony Music Nashville’s 
Tenille Townes, as well as signed songwriters Jim 
Beavers and Dave Pittenger. Her most recent signing 
was songwriter and producer Zarni deVette, who co-
wrote Tigirlily’s “Somebody Does,” which debuted at 
No. 1 on the iTunes all-genre chart and neared the top 
of Billboard’s Country Digital Song Sales chart.

“Lauren’s passion for songs, songwriters, and artists is 
what makes her truly stand out as a creative director. 
She was fortunate to work closely with Carla Wallace, 
and to experience her leadership and the tremendous 
success of Big Yellow Dog,” shares Endurance 
President Michael Martin. “We are excited to 
welcome Lauren to the EMG family and kickstart her 
new creative journey together.” MR

Jordan James Signs With 
The AMG 

Jordan James has signed with the AMG for 
representation.

James’ musical career began at 12 when he was 
invited by Kenny Rogers to appear in his annual 
Christmas concert at Gwinnett Arena. Since then, he’s 
shared the stage with Jake Owen, Charles Kelley and 
David Foster, and penned songs for Andy Grammer 
and Haley Steinfeld. He has recently signed a 
publishing deal with Eclipse Music.

His debut single, “Left Like That,” is set for release on 
Oct 15. The ballad was written by James, Matt 
Alderman, and Dallas Wilson, and produced by Brad 
Hill and Lalo Guzman.

“At The AMG, we are passionate about discovering 
new artists and helping them share their music and 
stories with the world,” says AMG COO Kristy Reeves. 
“Jordan’s passion is contagious, his music is fresh and 
relatable and his delivery is unique. We are excited to 
begin this journey with him.”

“I’m so excited to be a part of The AMG family,” James 
adds. “I can’t wait for everyone to hear what I have 
been working on, starting with ‘Left Like That’. This 
song is for anyone that has ever been through a 
heartbreak–just know there is something better for you 
on the other side.” MR
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MusicRow CountryBreakout Chart Reporting Stations 

New On The Chart —Debuting This Week
song/artist/label—Chart Position
Bye Mom/Chris Janson/Warner Music Nashville — 68
Heart First/Jennifer Belle/JGSII Records — 79
Hard Time/Cash Creek and Larry Stewart/CCB Nashville — 80

Greatest Spin Increase
song/artist/label—Spin Increase
Come Back As A Country Boy/Blake Shelton/Warner Music 
Nashville — 238
Up/Luke Bryan/Capitol — 158
Never Wanted To Be That Girl/Carly Pearce and Ashley 
McBryde/Big Machine/WMN — 143
Thinking 'Bout You/Dustin Lynch feat. MacKenzie Porter/Broken 
Bow — 143
23/Sam Hunt/MCA Nashville — 130
Heart On Fire/Eric Church/EMI Records Nashville — 98
One Mississippi/Kane Brown/RCA Nashville — 97

Most Added
song/artist/label—No. of Adds
Come Back As A Country Boy/Blake Shelton/Warner Music 
Nashville — 15
Up/Luke Bryan/Capitol — 12
Gave Him A Girl/Brei Carter/Brei Carter — 9
Let Me Know/Smith & Wesley/Dream Walkin/Audium 
Nashville —6
Never Wanted To Be That Girl/Carly Pearce and Ashley 
McBryde/Big Machine/WMN — 5
Bye Mom/Chris Janson/Warner Music Nashville — 5

On Deck—Soon To Be Charting
song/artist/label—No. of Spins
Think About Me/Maggie Baugh — 166
The Best Night/Tom Sexton/Lots To Do Music — 161
Chaser/Frankie Justin/SMG Records — 152
Midnight Goodbye/Lucie Tiger/2120 Music — 152
New Wings/Alyssa Bonagura/ABON MUSIC — 140

NO. 1 SONGCHART ACTION

Friday, October 15, 2021

The viral hit by Walker Hayes, “Fancy Like,” is crowned this week’s 
No. 1 single on the MusicRow CountryBreakout Radio Chart. Hayes 
continues his reign at the top of the country streaming songs chart as 
“Fancy Like” earns another 14 million streams, putting it at No. 6 
overall. Since its release, the track has racked in over 180 million 
streams, according to Nielsen.

Hayes wrote the single with Cameron Bartolini, Shane Stevens and 
Josh Jenkins and is featured on his latest EP, Country Stuff.

Hayes’ last single “You Broke Up With Me” was certified double 
platinum by the RIAA.

Each songwriter and artist earning No. 1 
credit on the MusicRow Chart receives a 
MusicRow Challenge Coin. Click here to 

view a full list of recipients.

http://www.musicrow.com/countrybreakout-challenge-coin/
https://musicrow.com/2021/05/walker-hayes-drops-new-jake-owen-collab-from-upcoming-ep-country-stuff/
https://musicrow.com/2021/05/walker-hayes-drops-new-jake-owen-collab-from-upcoming-ep-country-stuff/
http://www.musicrow.com/countrybreakout-challenge-coin/


Weeks
On Chart

Last
Week

This
Week Song / Artist / Label Spins / 

Reports
% Spin 
Power Spins +/-

13 2 1 Fancy Like / Walker Hayes / Monument 1738/53 3 57
15 3 2 Cold As You / Luke Combs / Columbia/River House Artists 1725/52 6 95
13 4 3 Buy Dirt / Jordan Davis feat. Luke Bryan / MCA Nashville 1713/66 6 91
15 5 4 Heart On Fire / Eric Church / EMI Records Nashville 1686/68 6 98
12 6 5 If I Didn’t Love You / Jason Aldean & Carrie Underwood / Broken Bow/Macon Music/Capitol 1549/41 -1 -19
33 8 6 Knowing You / Kenny Chesney / Blue Chair Records/Warner Music Nashville 1436/43 3 39
8 9 7 Sand In My Boots / Morgan Wallen / Big Loud Records 1428/63 4 52
29 7 8 Chasing After You / Ryan Hurd w/ Maren Morris / Arista Nashville 1415/43 1 11
18 1 9 Same Boat / Zac Brown Band / Home Grown Music/Warner Music Nashville 1385/48 -20 -354
23 15 10 Thinking ‘Bout You / Dustin Lynch feat. MacKenzie Porter / Broken Bow 1344/51 12 143
26 10 11 Half Of My Hometown / Kelsea Ballerini / Black River Entertainment 1327/56 -1 -12
25 11 12 It’s Cause I Am / Callista Clark / Big Machine 1301/57 0 1
38 13 13 To Be Loved By You / Parker McCollum / MCA Nashville 1300/58 3 40
37 12 14 Freedom Was A Highway / Jimmie Allen & Brad Paisley / Stoney Creek Records 1257/45 -2 -32
40 14 15 Give Heaven Some Hell / HARDY / Big Loud Records 1237/55 -1 -17
43 16 16 Whiskey And Rain / Michael Ray / Warner Music Nashville 1214/46 8 85
8 18 17 One Mississippi / Kane Brown / RCA Nashville 1189/52 9 97
23 17 18 Tip Jar / Jackson Michelson / Curb 1145/50 4 40
10 20 19 Best Thing Since Backroads / Jake Owen / Big Loud Records 1120/62 6 66
8 21 20 Wild Hearts / Keith Urban / Capitol 1059/57 5 49
34 19 21 Getting Over Him / Lauren Alaina feat. Jon Pardi / Mercury Nashville 1048/51 -1 -13
18 22 22 Never Mine / Craig Campbell / Grindstone Records 980/53 1 9
5 30 23 23 / Sam Hunt / MCA Nashville 870/50 18 130
4 33 24 Never Wanted To Be That Girl / Carly Pearce and Ashley McBryde / Big Machine/WMN 844/57 20 143
25 25 25 I’m Not For Everyone / Brothers Osborne / EMI Records Nashville 819/44 1 11
16 27 26 Old School / Toby Keith / Show Dog Nashville 817/46 4 34
14 23 27 That’s What Cowboys Do / Garth Brooks / Pearl Records 814/43 -2 -15
30 26 28 My Masterpiece / Darius Rucker / Capitol 797/40 -1 -8
11 28 29 Beers On Me / Dierks Bentley feat. BRELAND & HARDY / Capitol 778/48 3 24
24 24 30 Fill Them Boots / Chris Lane / Big Loud Records 772/43 -6 -52
21 29 31 Back Then, Right Now / Tenille Arts / 19th & Grand Records 756/45 1 8
33 32 32 I Can’t / Caitlyn Smith feat. Old Dominion / Monument Records 733/43 -1 -7
12 31 33 7500 OBO / Tim McGraw / Big Machine 731/43 -1 -9
18 34 34 Fine / Mira Goto / ArtistMax 721/34 6 40
33 35 35 Home Sweet / Russell Dickerson / Triple Tigers Records 660/35 -2 -13
2 46 36 Come Back As A Country Boy / Blake Shelton / Warner Music Nashville 639/43 59 238
19 36 37 Drunk (And I Don’t Wanna Go Home) / Elle King & Miranda Lambert / RCA Nashville 619/38 -5 -36
12 37 38 Get To Work Whiskey / Ward Davis / Ward Davis/Thirty Tigers Records 610/46 3 20
20 38 39 Local Honey / Mo Pitney / Curb 579/29 1 6
15 39 40 How Far Can It Go? / Hailey Whitters feat. Trisha Yearwood / Big Loud/S&D/Pigasus 549/33 -2 -9
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Weeks
On Chart

Last
Week

This
Week Song / Artist / Label Spins / 

Reports
% Spin 
Power Spins +/-

20 40 41 Princess / Dallas Remington / RoadWarrior Records 493/31 2 9
13 42 42 Grow Up / Ian Flanigan feat. Blake Shelton / Reviver Records 475/32 3 12
8 41 43 Steal My Love / Dan + Shay / Warner Music Nashville 468/31 -2 -10
7 43 44 New Truck / Dylan Scott / Curb 450/33 5 21
7 45 45 Sunrise Tells The Story / Midland / Big Machine 440/29 4 17
12 44 46 Am I The Only One / Aaron Lewis / Valory 437/25 3 12
2 73 47 Up / Luke Bryan / Capitol 374/27 73 158
14 49 48 Hillbilly Shake / AC Thomas / Birmingham Entertainment 371/26 7 23
15 47 49 Rub A Little Dirt On It / Chase Likens / On The Green 364/20 2 6
25 50 50 That Ain’t Me No More / Matt Stell / RECORDS/Arista Nashville 363/23 6 22
7 48 51 They Don’t Make ‘Em Like That No More / Travis Tritt / Big Noise 344/23 -1 -5
4 53 52 All It Cost Me Was Everything / Cody Jinks / Late August Records 342/33 10 32
9 51 53 Record High / Randall King / Warner Music Nashville 327/26 0 1
7 55 54 Broke It Down / Brian Callihan / Reviver Records 323/25 8 23
10 54 55 Hometown In My Headlights / JD Shelburne / JD Shelburne Music LLC 322/20 6 19
7 52 56 Wilder Days / Morgan Wade / Ladylike Records 318/22 0 1
5 65 57 Stealing Home / James Robert Webb / Bison Creek Records 316/26 23 59
9 58 58 These Boots Were Made To Dance / Timothy Baker & Clayton Smalley / YN Records 307/23 7 21
13 56 59 Walking In Your Wonderful Light / Rhonda Towns / Dawn Records 307/17 5 14
6 60 60 I Know A Girl / MaRynn Taylor / Black River Entertainment 300/25 9 25
17 59 61 Evangeline / Sammy Kershaw / White Mustang Records 294/21 4 10
4 68 62 At the End Of A Bar / Chris Young feat. Mitchell Tenpenny / RCA Nashville 283/20 22 51
5 62 63 Music Man / Shane Owens / AmeriMonte Records 278/24 3 9
15 61 64 Better Than You’re Used To / Tyler Rich / Valory 266/20 -3 -8
8 63 65 The American Face / The Isaacs / House of Isaacs 264/19 2 6
4 72 66 Honky - Tonk / Josiah Siska / Black River Entertainment 263/24 20 44
11 64 67 Please Don’t Let Me / Dylan Gerard / SSM Nashville 260/22 1 2
1 83 68 Bye Mom / Chris Janson / Warner Music Nashville 253/18 55 90
3 70 69 ‘Til You Can’t / Cody Johnson / CoJo Music/Warner Music Nashville 252/15 10 22
6 67 70 Hit Me Up / Josh Kinney / Birmingham Entertainment 251/21 5 11
6 66 71 Who Cares / Filmore / Curb 244/16 1 2
7 69 72 Version Of Me / Emily Rose / Growing Rose Recording Co. 230/16 0 -1
5 74 73 Blue Collar / Kevin McCoy Band / Honky Tonk Hippie 222/13 6 13
3 75 74 Shuffle / Laci Kaye Booth / BMLG 208/20 6 12
2 80 75 It’s Gettin’ There / Dave Wilbert / Wilbilly Records 191/18 13 22
3 78 76 The Way Whitley Done It / Adam Whitehead / 32South 189/13 1 2
3 79 77 Freedom / Houston Bernard / HBB 188/13 9 16
5 77 78 Hey Dad / Matt Stillwell / 723 Entertainment 186/13 -1 -2
1 82 79 Heart First / Jennifer Belle / JGSII Records 180/16 10 16
1 81 80 Hard Time / Cash Creek and Larry Stewart / CCB Nashville 173/14 4 7

No. 1 Song Greatest Spin Increase Highest Debut
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Reba To Launch Multi-City Tour Kicking Off In November

Reba McEntire will return to the road on Nov. 26 on the “Reba: Live In 
Concert” tour. Brandy Clark, Hannah Dasher, Caylee Hammack, Reyna 
Roberts, Cailtyn Smith, Brittney Spencer and Tenille Townes will join the 
multi-Grammy winning entertainer on various dates throughout the run.

Traveling around the country through March 19, McEntire will make stops in 
Knoxville, Pittsburgh, Birmingham, Green Bay, Atlantic City, and many more.

Tickets for the shows go on sale Oct. 15 at 10 a.m. local time at reba.com 
and livenation.com. Citi cardmembers will have access to purchase pre-sale 
tickets from Oct. 12-14 through Citi Entertainment.

The country music icon recently released her new three-part box set, 
Revived, Remixed, Revisited, a reimagined collection of some of her most 
iconic songs spanning her entire career. Revived includes some of 
McEntire’s biggest hits as they’ve evolved over the years in her live show 
and features new arrangements of fan favorites, like “Is There Life Out 
There” and “Can’t Even Get The Blues” recorded with her touring band. 
Remixed puts a new spin on songs including “Little Rock” and “I’m A 

Survivor,” and on Revisited, Reba works with Grammy Award-winning 
producer Dave Cobb to strip back and recut songs like “Somebody Should Leave” and “Consider Me Gone.” The 
third installment also features McEntire and Dolly Parton on the classic duet “Does He Love You.” MR

Shy Carter’s Debut EP The Rest Of Us Set For October 29

Multi-talent Shy Carter is gearing up for the release of his debut EP, The Rest 
Of Us, due out Oct. 29.

The eight song project showcases his soul-infused country, and includes the 
rowdy anthem, “Beer With My Friends” featuring Cole Swindell and David Lee 
Murphy. The track was penned by Carter, Murphy, and Bryan Simpson, and is 
currently impacting country radio. The project also includes his 2020 breakout 
single “Good Love.”

“I am so excited to announce this project,” Carter shares. “The Rest Of Us has 
songs you can play in the club, at a barbecue, on a boat. Sexy songs, 
inspirational songs and songs that may make you cry–in a good way! It’s a lot 
of fun, but it’s also got a lot of heart.”

With credits that span Kane Brown’s “Heaven” to Charlie Puth’s “One Call 
Away,” Carter is one of Nashville’s up-and-coming talents. His writing credits 
also include Billy Currington’s “It Don’t Hurt Like it Used To,” Sugarland’s smash 
“Stuck Like Glue” and Rob Thomas’ single “Someday.” Carter has also worked 
with Jason Derulo, Meghan Trainor, Jamie Foxx, Jennifer Lopez, Nelly and 
more.

He is currently sharing a sneak peek of The Rest Of Us at shows across the west coast on Tyler Rich’s “Two 
Thousand Miles Tour,” which included a recent stop in Los Angeles at the world-famous Troubadour. MR
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Stagecoach, Coachella Update 
COVID-19 Entry Protocols For 

2022 Festivals

Stagecoach Festival and Coachella Valley Music and 
Arts Festival will no longer solely require proof of 
vaccination for entry into their 2022 events, it was 
announced Tuesday (Oct. 12).

On Aug. 12, the festivals had decided to allow patrons 
who had received a full vaccination to attend the events. 
However, as COVID-19 case numbers begin to decline 
through the United States, the festival organizers will 
now also allow ticketholders to the 2022 events to attend 
with proof of a negative COVID-19 test obtained within 
72 hours of event entry.

“After seeing first-hand the low transmission data and 
successful implementation of safety protocols at our 
other festivals this past month, we feel confident that we 
can update our own health policy to allow for [either a] 
negative COVID-19 test taken within 72 hours of the 
event or proof of full vaccination,” festival organizers 
shared on social media.

Stagecoach 2022 is scheduled for April 29 – May 1 with 
headliners Thomas Rhett, Carrie Underwood, and 
Luke Combs. Other performers slated for the three-day 
festival include Maren Morris, Midland, Brandi Carlile, 
Jordan Davis, Tanya Tucker, Brothers Osborne, Lee 
Brice, Mitchell Tenpenny, Cody Jinks, Ryan Hurd, 
Ingrid Andress, Breland, Hardy, Cody Johnson, Yola, 
and more.

Coachella will take palace over two consecutive 
weekends–April 15 – 17 and April 22 – 24–with two 
separate lineups of performers. Both festivals are held at 
Empire Polo Club in Indio, California, and organized by 
Goldenvoice, which operates under AEG. MR

Sam Bergeson Renews 
Publishing Deal With 
Combustion Music

Pictured (L-R): Combustion Music’s Chris Farren, Combustion 
Music’s Blake Duncan, Sam Bergeson, Combustion Music’s Kelly 
Lyons, Combustion Music’s Chris Van Belkom

Sam Bergeson has extended his exclusive publishing 
deal with Combustion Music.

The songwriter, producer and mixer charted a Top 15 
Dance single with Caroline Romano’s “I Still 
Remember,” featuring R2HAB, which he co-wrote and 
produced. Bergeson also has upcoming cuts with 
John Oates, Brad Rempel of High Valley, Filmore, and 
more.

He has arranged and remixed for Blake Shelton, 
Jameson Rodgers, Chase Rice and others, and his 
music has been featured in the movie Blush and the 
TV show Younger.

“Sam is freakishly talented and winning at whatever 
opportunities present themselves,” says Combustion 
Music President Chris Farren. “I am proud to continue 
being his partner and can’t wait to see what the future 
brings.”

Combustion Creative Director Blake Duncan 
comments, “Sam Bergeson is one of the best! As a 
writer, producer, and person there is no ceiling for him, 
and the town is just now getting a taste! I’m excited for 
everyone to see him, and the things that are coming 
up for him!” MR
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MORE TOP STORIES

DISClaimer Single Reviews: Keb’ Mo’ & Darius 
Rucker, Abbey Cone, Rod + Rose

Country newcomers shine brightly today in DisClaimer.

Vying for our attention are Rod + Rose, Dalton Dover 
and our DisCovery Award winner, Abbey Cone.

Mind you, there are plenty of old friends to greet as well, 
notably William Lee Golden, Reba, Dolly, Maria 
Muldaur and the enduringly brilliant Lyle Lovett. Listen 
right now to Lyle’s “Teach Me About Love.” You can thank 
me later.

The Disc of the Day belongs to the duo of Keb’ Mo’ and 
Darius Rucker, with Vince Gill behind the board. It’s a 
pure delight.

Read Robert K. Oermann's weekly single reviews column 
here.

Keb’ Mo’, Darius Rucker

‘Living & Learning With Reba McEntire’ Returns For 
Second Season

2021 Charlie Daniels Patriot Award Recipients 
Announced, Ceremony Set For Oct. 27

Country Music Hall Of Fame Highlights Free Online 
Exhibit On Country Music Fashion

Lee Brice Claims Ninth No. 1 With ‘Memory I Don’t 
Mess With’

Opry Entertainment Announces Lineup For First-
Ever “Opry NextStage Live In Concert”

Trace Adkins Announces “The Way I Wanna Go 
Tour” With Stop At Historic Ryman Auditorium

Mitchell Tenpenny Looks Forward To The Holidays 
With ‘Naughty List’

Blessing Offor Releases Music On Chris Tomlin’s 
Bowyer & Bow Label Imprint

Weekly Register: Taylor Swift’s ‘Fearless (Taylor’s 
Version)’ Re-Claims Top Album

Keb’ Mo’ Bridges Nashville & Compton On New 
Album, ‘Good To Be’

For King & Country Unveils ‘What Are We Waiting 
For?’ Album & Tour

George Strait, Willie Nelson To Share Stage For 
Grand Opening Of Austin’s Moody Center

Fisk Jubilee Singers To Celebrate 150 Years With 
Ryman Benefit

Patrick Droney’s “State Of The Heart Tour” Set For 
February
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MTSU Unveils Plans For Commercial Songwriting 
Program’s New Campus Home [Interview]

Nestled on the outskirts of Nashville in nearby 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, is Middle Tennessee State 
University (MTSU). With its Recording Industry 
department, including concentrations in Music 
Business, Commercial Songwriting, and Audio 
Production, the University is becoming a force to be 
reckoned with in the Nashville music business.

Since beginning its Commercial Songwriting program 
in 2008 under the direction of professional songwriter 
Odie Blackmon (“I May Hate Myself In The Morning” 
by Lee Ann Womack, “She’ll Leave You With A 
Smile” by George Strait, “Nothin’ On But The Radio” 
by Gary Allan), the concentration has nearly doubled 
its enrollment, hosting 158 students this semester.

Called a “Grammy Factory” by NBC Nightly News, the program boasts many accomplishments, including award-
winning alumni like Luke Laird, who has cuts by the likes of Carrie Underwood, Blake Shelton, Trace Adkins, and 
Tim McGraw; Laura Rogers, one of the Secret Sisters; Erin Enderlin, who has written songs for Alan Jackson and 
Lee Ann Womack; country recording artists Chris Young and Mitchell Tenpenny; and many more.

MTSU’s Commercial Songwriting department also features eight adjunct faculty members who have ties to all parts 
of the industry, including alumni Dez Dickerson, founding member and guitar player of Prince & The Revolutions; 
Grammy-winning hip hop producer and songwriter Torrance “Street Symphony” Esmond (Yo Gotti, G-Eazy, 2 
Chainz); No. 1 pop songwriter Shelly Peiken (“What a Girl Wants” by Christina Aguilera, “I’m a Mess” by Bebe 
Rexha); and more.

“We serve a lot of different types of songwriters. The classes are intimate, so there’s only around 12 students in a 
songwriting class. It’s been a joy creating the program,” Blackmon shares with MusicRow. “I’m most proud of the 
diversity of the faculty in the program, because it mirrors the diversity of our student body.

“If you look at the different people that are teaching, we have 
all genres and backgrounds covered. Collaboration of people 
from different worlds and backgrounds is what makes great 
music,” he explains. “When you come to MTSU, you’re not in 
a bubble. We have a diverse faculty and student body, and 
we’re inclusive in nature. We’re open arms and we welcome 
all of the different people that come through our doors.”

Though not located directly on Nashville’s historic Music 
Row, MTSU has deservedly been receiving more and more 
attention over the last few years. The University has also 
celebrated many successful alumni within the music 
business, including Brian Wright, Executive VP, A&R at 
Universal Music Group Nashville; Kent Earls, publishing 
veteran and President of Kane Brown’s Verse 2 Music; Mike 
Molinar, General Manager of Big Machine Music; Daniel 
Miller, manager at Red Light Management and managing 
partner at Fusion Music; and award-winning producer 
Michael Knox (Jason Aldean, Trace Adkins, Montgomery 
Gentry); to name just a few.

New MTSU Commercial Songwriting Building. Photo: Courtesy of Odie 
Blackmon

Nancy Jones, widow of country music legend George Jones in the 
Center for Popular Music visiting with commercial songwriting 
students in professor Odie Blackmon’s “Life and Music of George 
Jones” class. Photo: Courtesy of Odie Blackmon

Page 14 of 18



October 15, 2021 The MusicRow Weekly

With the growing exposure and student body, the 
Commercial Songwriting program will soon be moving 
into a new home on the campus.

The new Songwriting Center will include classrooms 
and a lounge area, both of which will be functional by 
January of 2022, as well as a state of the art beat lab, 
writers’ rooms, offices, a vending area, and an atrium 
fit for live performances for up to 300 people.

“[This new building] shows a commitment to the 
MTSU students in the Recording Industry program. Photo: Courtesy of songwriting concentration, which is newer compared to 
Odie Blackmon the music business or audio,” Blackmon states. “It 

gives students confidence too. We’re going to have 
Gold and Platinum award plaques from different alumni 

line the walls so that when students walk down a hallway, they see people that have come before them that have 
actually done it. They’ll know they’re at the right place and that they can do this if they work hard.

“[Our students] deserve it and they’re going to get it at the cost of a state school education and not $60,000 a year,” 
he says.

The project, which is expected to be completed in its entirety in January of 2023, has already received over $300,000 
in funding, but still needs some help for the new equipment.

Post-COVID, Blackmon expresses plans for live performance fundraisers with students from the program. “Several 
years ago, Eric Paslay, who’s an alumni, did a show where students opened up and got the experiential learning of 
opening a show. Eric closed the show and we sold tickets and also got donations, so I plan on doing more of those.”

With much in store over the coming months, MTSU’s Commercial Songwriting program has the promise of a bright, 
hopeful future ahead for the department and its many students. To contribute to the fundraising efforts for the 
program’s new home, you can go to the MTSU development webpage or click here to make a tax deductible 
donation to the Songwriting Center. MR

Left: Rendering of new MTSU Commercial Songwriting Building; Right: Rendering of MTSU’s new Commercial Songwriting building floor plan. 
Photos: Courtesy of Odie Blackmon
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1 2 Ashley Gorley Country Again
You Should Probably Leave
Sand In My Boots
Give Heaven Some Hell
Steal My Love
What He Didn't Do
Beers On Me

Thomas Rhett
Chris Stapleton
Morgan Wallen
HARDY
Dan + Shay
Carly Pearce
Dierks Bentley, Hardy & Breland

2 1 Jonathan Singleton Things A Man Oughta Know
Cold as You
Same Boat
South On Ya

Lainey Wilson
Luke Combs
Zac Brown Band
Luke Combs

3 3 Hunter Phelps That Ain't Me No More
Best Thing Since Backroads
Cold Beer Calling My Name
Thinking ‘Bout You
Give Heaven Some Hell

Matt Stell
Jake Owen
Jameson Rodgers feat. Luke Combs
Dustin Lynch feat. MacKenzie Porter
HARDY

4 4 J. Flowers Chasing After You Ryan Hurd with Maren Morris

5 5 Brinley Addington Chasing After You Ryan Hurd with Maren Morris

6 6 Jesse Frasure One Mississippi
Whiskey And Rain

Kane Brown
Michael Ray

7 8 Rhett Akins Tequila Little Time
To Be Loved By You

Jon Pardi
Parker McCollum

8 9 Josh Osborne My Masterpiece
I Was On A Boat That Day
Sand In My Boots
23

Darius Rucker
Old Dominion
Morgan Wallen
Sam Hunt

9 11 Josh Jenkins Fancy Like
Buy Dirt

Walker Hayes
Jordan Davis feat. Luke Bryan

10 10 Martin Johnson Drunk (And I Don't Wanna Go Home)
Like A Lady

Elle King and Miranda Lambert
Lady A

11 14 Michael Hardy That Ain't Me No More
Come Back As A Country Boy
Sand In My Boots
Give Heaven Some Hell
Beers On Me

Matt Stell
Blake Shelton
Morgan Wallen
HARDY
Dierks Bentley, Hardy & Breland

12 7 Zach Crowell Waves
Country Again

Luke Bryan
Thomas Rhett

13 21 Josh Thompson Come Back As A Country Boy
Whiskey And Rain

Blake Shelton
Michael Ray

14 12 Shane McAnally I Was On A Boat That Day
Half Of My Hometown
23
Never Wanted To Be That Girl

Old Dominion
Kelsea Ballerini feat. Kenny Chesney
Sam Hunt
Carly Pearce & Ashley McBryde

15 13 Luke Combs Forever After All
Cold as You
South On Ya

Luke Combs
Luke Combs
Luke Combs

16 28 Eric Church Heart On Fire Eric Church

17 25 Brian Davis Memory I Don’t Mess With Lee Brice

18 26 Lee Brice Memory I Don’t Mess With Lee Brice

19 27 Billy Montana Memory I Don’t Mess With Lee Brice

20 31 Elle King Drunk (And I Don't Wanna Go Home) Elle King and Miranda Lambert

21 22 Corey Crowder Famous Friends Chris Young + Kane Brown

22 23 Chris Young Famous Friends Chris Young + Kane Brown

23 24 Cary Barlowe Famous Friends Chris Young + Kane Brown

This
Week

Last
Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist

Sunday, October 10, 2021



24 15 A. Eshuis You Time Scotty McCreery

25 16 Frank Rogers You Time Scotty McCreery

26 17 Scotty McCreery You Time Scotty McCreery

27 20 Ryan Hurd Old School
Waves

Toby Keith
Luke Bryan

28 30 Chase McGill Waves Luke Bryan

29 32 Brett Tyler Old School
Cold Beer Calling My Name

Toby Keith
Jameson Rodgers feat. Luke Combs

30 33 Jameson Rodgers While You're Gone
Cold Beer Calling My Name

Drew Parker
Jameson Rodgers feat. Luke Combs

31 34 Alysa Vanderheym Cold Beer Calling My Name Jameson Rodgers feat. Luke Combs

32 35 Kurt Allison If I Didn't Love You Jason Aldean & Carrie Underwood

33 36 Tully Kennedy If I Didn't Love You Jason Aldean & Carrie Underwood

34 37 Lydia Vaughan If I Didn't Love You Jason Aldean & Carrie Underwood

35 38 John Morgan If I Didn't Love You Jason Aldean & Carrie Underwood

36 39 Walker Hayes Fancy Like Walker Hayes

37 40 Shane Stevens Fancy Like Walker Hayes

38 41 Cameron Bartolini Fancy Like Walker Hayes

39 42 Kat Higgins Knowing You Kenny Chesney

40 43 Adam James Knowing You Kenny Chesney

41 44 Brett James Knowing You Kenny Chesney

42 47 Parker McCollum To Be Loved By You Parker McCollum

43 52 Andy Albert Thinking ‘Bout You
Steal My Love

Dustin Lynch feat. MacKenzie Porter
Dan + Shay

44 45 Ben Simonetti Same Boat Zac Brown Band

45 46 Zac Brown Same Boat Zac Brown Band

46 48 Ernest Keith Smith Memory
One Mississippi

Kane Brown & Blackbear
Kane Brown

47 49 Kane Brown Memory
One Mississippi

Kane Brown & Blackbear
Kane Brown

48 50 Chris Stapleton You Should Probably Leave Chris Stapleton

49 51 Chris DuBois You Should Probably Leave Chris Stapleton

50 53 Lee Starr My Boy Elvie Shane

51 54 Russell Sutton My Boy Elvie Shane

52 55 Nick Columbia My Boy Elvie Shane

53 56 Elvie Shane My Boy Elvie Shane

54 29 Randy Montana Cold as You Luke Combs

55 62 S. Minor Cold as You Luke Combs

56 57 Jon Pardi Tequila Little Time Jon Pardi

57 58 Luke Laird Tequila Little Time Jon Pardi

58 59 Matt Rogers Freedom Was A Highway Jimmie Allen & Brad Paisley

59 60 Jimmie Allen Freedom Was A Highway Jimmie Allen & Brad Paisley

60 61 Ash Bowers Freedom Was A Highway Jimmie Allen & Brad Paisley

This
Week

Last
Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist
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Jimmie Allen, Charley Pride. Photo: Courtesy of CMA Brothers Osborne. Photo: Courtesy of CMA

CALENDAR

Singles/Track Releases

October 15
Sarah Reeves/Go Tell It On The Mountain/Curb | Word Entertainment
Johnny Day/Left Hand Heavy
Johnny Day/Wild
Macartney Reinhardt/Old Country Song
Erath Old/Sooner Or Later
Texas Hill/Up One Side

October 18
Chase Rice/If I Were Rock & Roll/Dack Janiels/Broken Bow
Cody Johnson/Til You Can’t/CoJo/Warner Music Nashville/WMN
Paige King Johnson/Baby Don’t/PCG Records
North To Nashville/Whisperin’/Game Changer

Albums/EP Releases

October 15
Zac Brown Band/The Comeback/Warner Music Nashville/Home Grown Music
Jason Isbell & The 400 Unit/Georgia Blue/Southeastern Records
Ryan Hurd/Pelago/Arista Nashville
Toby Keith/Peso In My Pocket/Show Dog Nashville
Avenue Beat/The Debut Farewell Album/Big Machine Records
Bellamy Brothers/Covers From The Brothers
Erin Enderlin/Barroom Mirrors
We Are Messengers/Wholehearted/Curb | Word Records
Raleigh Keegan/Clocks Roll Forward
Lilly Hiatt/Lately/New West Records
Leah Turner/Lost In Translation EP
Lane Smith/Lane Smith – Volume One (EP)

Industry Events

October 19
52nd GMA Dove Awards

October 22
GMA Dove Awards (broadcast)
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