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SIGN UP HERE (FREE!)Curb Records, Mike Curb Foundation File 
Lawsuit Against Governor Lee

Independent record label Curb Records and the Mike Curb Foundation filed 
a federal lawsuit on June 30 challenging a new Tennessee law, HB 1182, 
that requires businesses to post a notice on their premises if they have 
policies allowing access for transgender individuals on an equal basis to 
other patrons.

HB 1182 was introduced by Representative Tim Rudd of Murfreesboro, 
signed into law by Governor Bill Lee in May and is scheduled to go into 
effect on July 1. The complaint was filed in U.S. District Court for the Middle 
District of Tennessee.

“It’s outrageous to have the government come in and force me to send 
such a derogatory message to my employees and customers,” says Mike 
Curb, founder and Chairman of Curb Records and President of the Mike 
Curb Foundation. “My grandmother Eloisa Salazar faced incredible 
discrimination as she grew up on the Mexico-U.S. border, and her 
experience shaped my family’s and my company’s values. Our foundation 
has been dedicated to inclusion and nondiscrimination, including for LGBT 
people, from day one. It is hard to believe that our LGBT community in 
Tennessee is being assaulted with so much harmful legislation, much of it 
being signed by Governor Lee, at a time when our country needs to come 
together more than ever before.”

With a history in business, philanthropy and government, Curb served as 
Acting Governor and elected Lieutenant Governor of California and 
President of the California state senate. He was a leader in the fight to stop 
California’s 1978 Briggs Initiative which would have banned gay 
schoolteachers. Curb also served as co-chair of Ronald Reagan’s 
successful 1980 presidential campaign. MR
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Big Machine Music has signed an exclusive co-publishing 
agreement with songwriter/producer Matt Dragstrem, which 
includes the acquisition of his Matt Drag Music catalog.

Dragstrem has written No. 1 hits such as “I’ll Name The 
Dogs” (Blake Shelton), “One Margarita” (Luke Bryan), “Why We 
Drink” (Justin Moore), “Sippin’ On Fire” (Florida Georgia Line), 
and “Be A Light” (Thomas Rhett ft. Reba McEntire, Hillary Scott, 
Chris Tomlin and Keith Urban) as well as landed cuts by artists 
Maren Morris, David Guetta, Jake Owen, Jason Aldean, Dan + 
Shay, G- Eazy, Charlie Puth, Dierks Bentley, Brothers Osborne, 
and more. He also has nearly a dozen songwriting and producer 
credits on Rhett’s Country Again: Side A and Morgan Wallen’s 
Dangerous: The Double Album.

“I am excited to join the Big Machine Music team! I’ve known this 
talented crew for many years and it’s good to finally get to work 
with them. I’m eager to see what the future holds,” shares 
Dragstrem.

Dragstrem officially joins the reigning AIMP Nashville Publisher of the Year’s roster, which includes Laura Veltz, 
Jessie Jo Dillon, Ryan Hurd, Brett Young, Brandy Clark, Eric Paslay, Maddie & Tae and more.

BMM General Manager Mike Molinar says, “Drag has already established himself as a hit songwriter and 
producer while still at the beginning of what will be a legendary career. Alex Heddle, the rest of the team and I are 
so proud to welcome him to the Big Machine Music family!” MR

Big Machine Music Signs Songwriter/Producer Matt Dragstrem

Pictured (L-R, back row): BMM‘s Sr. Director of Royalties 
and Finance Grayson Stephens, Creative Coordinator 
Lizzy Gallatin, Creative Director Michelle Attardi, Catalog 
Manager Taylor Courtney; (L-R, front row): BMM’s 
General Manager Mike Molinar, Matt Dragstrem, BMM’s 
Vice President Alex Heddle; not pictured: BMM’s Vice 
President Tim Hunze. Photo: Courtesy of Big Machine 
Music

CMT Music Awards Moving To CBS In 2022

ViacomCBS has announced that the CMT Music Awards will have 
its global premiere exclusively on the CBS network starting in 
2022.

The annual ViacomCBS owned event will broadcast live from 
Nashville on CBS on a date to be announced. It was also revealed 
that for the 2022 event, CMT will kick off the company’s first ever 
Country Music Week by hosting week-long special programming 
and events capped by exclusive director’s cut airings of the CMT 
Music Awards later on CMT and various ViacomCBS platforms.

The CMT Music Awards, as country music’s only entirely fan-voted award show, have aired live since 2005. 
The 2021 show, hosted by superstars Kelsea Ballerini and Kane Brown, featured the most ever first-time 
collaborations and blended-genre pairings in show history. Standout performances included H.E.R. and Chris 
Stapleton; Gladys Knight, Mickey Guyton and Breland; and Needtobreathe and Carrie Underwood. The 2021 
show saw more than a 10% increase in total viewers and was the No. 1 most social program across all of 
television for the night. MR

Page 3 of 17



July 2, 2021 The MusicRow Weekly

Morgan Wade Inks With 
UMPG Nashville

Pictured (L-R): UMPG Director A&R Zach Lund and Singer/
Songwriter Morgan Wade. Photo: Courtesy of UMPG

Morgan Wade has signed an exclusive, worldwide 
publishing agreement with Universal Music Publishing 
Nashville.

Wade’s first full-length album, Reckless, was released 
earlier this year and showcases her songwriting talent 
on all 10 tracks. Her current single, “Wilder Days,” is 
currently at country and Americana radio, and recently 
earned her the title of SiriusXM’s “Highway Find.” 
Wade will join Ashley McBryde and Jason Isbell on the 
road this summer, along with playing numerous 
festivals including Pilgrimage Music Fest and Rock the 
South.

“Morgan has a rare mix of authenticity and grit, 
accompanied with a fresh sound and pop sensibility 
that blew my mind the first time I heard her music,” 
says Director A&R, Universal Music Publishing 
Nashville Zach Lund. “She truly has no ceiling and 
the UMPG team is beyond grateful for the opportunity 
to work with her and join the ride.”

“It feels great to have a songwriting home with so 
many other artists and writers I admire,” shares Wade. 
“Zach and his team truly understand what I’m about, 
and I feel very supported by UMPG. I’m thrilled to see 
where we go from here.” MR

Triple 8 Management, Crush 
Music Partner To Sign 

Morgan Evans

Pictured (L-R): Amy Brauchle (Triple 8 Management), 
Mark Noel (Triple 8 Management), Bob McLynn (Crush 
Music), Morgan Evans, Griff Morris (Crush South), 
George Couri (Triple 8 Management)

Triple 8 Management, in partnership with Crush Music, 
has signed Warner Music Nashville recording artist 
Morgan Evans. The signing marks the first co-
management endeavor for Crush, whose existing roster 
of clients includes Sia, Green Day, Fall Out Boy, Lorde, 
Weezer, Panic! At The Disco, and more.

“It’s hard to not marvel at what Crush has built – 
numerous global arena and stadium artists,” notes Triple 
8 owner George Couri. “I always felt our individual 
experiences and strengths could be used to strong effect 
if combined. I am honored to be their first ever co-
management partnership and look forward to growing 
Morgan’s promising career together.”

“George and I have been friends for a while, and have 
always talked about doing something together,” adds 
Crush Music co-founder Bob McLynn. “I’m excited to do 
this with him and Griff at Crush South.”

The Australia native burst onto the Nashville scene with 
his Gold-certified, Top 5 hit “Kiss Somebody” and has 
since won several awards from international 
organizations including ARIA, APRA, CMAA, and CMC, 
as well as the CMA’s Global Country Artist Award. Evans 
is set to join Brett Eldredge on the Good Day 2021 Tour 
this fall. MR
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MusicRow CountryBreakout Chart Reporting Stations 

New On The Chart —Debuting This Week
song/artist/label—Chart Position
Make It To Memphis/Shelley Lynch/Lynch Records — 74
Old School/Toby Keith/Show Dog Nashville — 80

Greatest Spin Increase
song/artist/label—Spin Increase
The Worst Country Song Of All Time/Brantley Gilbert feat. Toby 
Keith and HARDY/Valory — 172
Old School/Toby Keith/Show Dog Nashville — 167
You Should Probably Leave/Chris Stapleton/Mercury 
Nashville — 117
Grow Up/Ian Flanigan feat. Blake Shelton/Reviver Records — 116
Freedom Was A Highway/Jimmie Allen & Brad Paisley/Stoney 
Creek Records — 98
Same Boat/Zac Brown Band/Home Grown Music/Warner Music 
Nashville — 89

Most Added
song/artist/label—No. of Adds
The Worst Country Song Of All Time/Brantley Gilbert feat. Toby 
Keith and HARDY/Valory — 16
Grow Up/Ian Flanigan feat. Blake Shelton/Reviver Records — 13
Old School/Toby Keith/Show Dog Nashville — 11
Version Of Me/Emily Rose/Growing Rose Recording Co. — 8
Never Mine/Craig Campbell/Grindstone Records — 6
How Far Can It Go?/Hailey Whitters feat. Trisha Yearwood/Big 
Loud/S&D/Pigasus — 6

On Deck—Soon To Be Charting
song/artist/label—No. of Spins
Better Than You're Used To/Tyler Rich/Valory — 165
How Far Can It Go?/Hailey Whitters feat. Trisha Yearwood/Big 
Loud/S&D/Pigasus — 161
Rub A Little Dirt On It/Chase Likens/On The Green — 158
Hand Me Downs/Janelle Arthur feat. Dolly Parton/Farm Road 
Records — 154
Hillbilly Shake/AC Thomas/Birmingham Entertainment — 148

NO. 1 SONGCHART ACTION

Friday, July 2, 2021

Lee Brice jumps from No. 3 to No. 1 this week on the MusicRow 
CountryBreakout Radio Chart with his single, “Memory I Don’t Mess 
With.” Brice wrote the single alongside Brian Davis and Billy 
Montana and it appears on his 2020 release, Hey World.

This year, Brice has signed on to become an official Brand 
Ambassador for Yuengling Traditional Lager and will help kick off the 
start of Yuengling’s Stars & Stripes program, which is dedicated to 
supporting our nation’s military through Team Red, White & Blue, 
whose mission is to enrich the lives of America’s veterans through the 
nation’s largest veteran health and wellness community.

Each songwriter and artist earning No. 1 
credit on the MusicRow Chart receives a 
MusicRow Challenge Coin. Click here to 

view a full list of recipients.

http://www.musicrow.com/countrybreakout-challenge-coin/
http://www.musicrow.com/countrybreakout-challenge-coin/


Weeks
On Chart

Last
Week

This
Week Song / Artist / Label Spins / 

Reports
% Spin 
Power Spins +/-

33 3 1 Memory I Don’t Mess With / Lee Brice / Curb 1702/63 3 49
20 2 2 Things A Man Oughta Know / Lainey Wilson / Broken Bow 1664/54 0 -4
16 4 3 Like A Lady / Lady A / BMLG 1620/64 5 77
12 1 4 Waves / Luke Bryan / Capitol 1583/52 -6 -95
25 7 5 Tequila Little Time / Jon Pardi / Capitol 1459/62 1 13
28 5 6 Drinkin’ Beer. Talkin’ God. Amen. / Chase Rice feat. Florida Georgia Line / Broken Bow/Dack 

Janiels
1450/52 -2 -30

18 8 7 Knowing You / Kenny Chesney / Blue Chair Records/Warner Music Nashville 1440/57 1 14
44 9 8 Single Saturday Night / Cole Swindell / Warner Music Nashville 1400/41 5 61
29 10 9 Cold Beer Calling My Name / Jameson Rodgers feat. Luke Combs / River House Artists/

Columbia Nashville
1362/57 5 67

21 6 10 Glad You Exist / Dan + Shay / Warner Music Nashville/WAR 1362/43 -6 -89
6 13 11 I Was On A Boat That Day / Old Dominion / Arista Nashville 1277/52 7 85
34 12 12 Just About Over You / Priscilla Block / Mercury Nashville 1209/55 0 4
25 11 13 My Boy / Elvie Shane / Wheelhouse Records 1200/48 1 8
25 14 14 Give Heaven Some Hell / HARDY / Big Loud Records 1143/56 2 25
21 16 15 Okfuskee Whiskey / James Robert Webb / Bison Creek Records 997/51 3 25
36 15 16 If It Wasn’t For Trucks / Riley Green / BMLG 995/45 -2 -23
11 17 17 Half Of My Hometown / Kelsea Ballerini / Black River Entertainment 981/49 1 12
23 18 18 To Be Loved By You / Parker McCollum / MCA Nashville 918/49 5 44
22 22 19 Freedom Was A Highway / Jimmie Allen & Brad Paisley / Stoney Creek Records 898/42 12 98
33 19 20 You Time / Scotty McCreery / Triple Tigers Records 891/41 3 29
19 21 21 Getting Over Him / Lauren Alaina feat. Jon Pardi / Mercury Nashville 879/47 8 66
14 20 22 Chasing After You / Ryan Hurd w/ Maren Morris / Arista Nashville 879/45 4 31
7 24 23 You Should Probably Leave / Chris Stapleton / Mercury Nashville 856/51 16 117
17 23 24 Under It With You Tonight / Smith & Wesley / Dream Walkin/Audium Nashville 779/42 4 32
15 25 25 My Masterpiece / Darius Rucker / Capitol 743/37 1 7
14 28 26 Then A Girl Walks In / Shenandoah & Blake Shelton / Foundry Records 732/42 5 33
18 27 27 I Can’t / Caitlyn Smith feat. Old Dominion / Monument Records 722/42 2 13
14 26 28 ABBY / Travis Denning / Mercury Nashville 712/38 -1 -8
13 30 29 Might As Well Be Me / Dew Pendleton / HippieRedneckGospeLove/GrassRoots 669/45 3 18
10 32 30 I’m Not For Everyone / Brothers Osborne / EMI Records Nashville 646/37 5 31
19 29 31 Gettin’ Her Over You / Bobby Wills / Willing 645/32 -1 -8
10 33 32 Not Yet / Brett Young / BMLG 623/37 4 23
8 35 33 Tip Jar / Jackson Michelson / Curb 603/38 13 70
9 34 34 Fill Them Boots / Chris Lane / Big Loud Records 582/40 5 30
3 37 35 Same Boat / Zac Brown Band / Home Grown Music/Warner Music Nashville 577/38 18 89
10 36 36 It’s Cause I Am / Callista Clark / Big Machine 561/38 9 47
18 38 37 It’s All Yours / Dave Wilbert / Wilbilly Records 539/26 10 51
22 31 38 Shallow / Garth Brooks and Trisha Yearwood / Pearl Records 531/26 -16 -104
15 39 39 Treasure / Mary Heather Hickman / Rolling River Records 499/30 4 17
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Reports
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6 41 40 Back Then, Right Now / Tenille Arts / 19th & Grand Records 461/35 4 16
2 58 41 The Worst Country Song Of All Time / Brantley Gilbert feat. Toby Keith and HARDY / Valory 442/38 64 172
8 43 42 Thinking ‘Bout You / Dustin Lynch feat. MacKenzie Porter / Broken Bow 439/28 9 38
3 51 43 Never Mine / Craig Campbell / Grindstone Records 416/35 21 72
18 45 44 Home Sweet / Russell Dickerson / Triple Tigers Records 414/24 5 20
18 44 45 Gotta Go Rodeo / Darlinghurst / Helium 407/22 3 13
18 48 46 Same Dirt Road / Eric Lee / Blue Hill Records 405/24 10 37
13 47 47 Villain / Lily Rose / Big Loud Records 398/24 6 23
9 49 48 Woman You Got / Maddie & Tae / Mercury 397/27 8 29
16 46 49 Homesick / Veronika / Whattaguy Music 385/26 -1 -2
28 52 50 Whiskey And Rain / Michael Ray / Warner Music Nashville 367/24 18 55
14 50 51 Old School’s In / Heath Sanders / Valory 348/23 1 3
8 53 52 Pretend He’s You / Ashley Barron / SSM Nashville 341/27 12 37
4 62 53 Drunk (And I Don’t Wanna Go Home) / Elle King & Miranda Lambert / RCA Nashville 329/21 28 71
31 40 54 Worship You / Kane Brown / RCA Nashville 327/18 -29 -131
4 57 55 Get Lost / Lucas Hoge / Forge Entertainment Group 310/22 8 24
6 56 56 Good Life / Kip Moore / MCA Nashville 306/19 6 18
10 55 57 That Ain’t Me No More / Matt Stell / RECORDS/Arista Nashville 303/22 4 12
10 59 58 Hot Beer / Dillon Carmichael / Riser House Records 291/18 10 27
5 60 59 Local Honey / Mo Pitney / Curb 280/20 8 21
10 61 60 Found My Home / Lucie Tiger / 2120 Music 280/19 8 21
3 76 61 Fine / Mira Goto / ArtistMax 239/20 33 59
10 66 62 Got Me This Far / Donny Lee / Donny Lee Music 236/18 7 15
7 65 63 Something Good To Miss / Juna N Joey / River Run Records 235/20 4 9
2 71 64 You’ll Always Be My Baby / Alan Jackson / EMI Records Nashville 234/16 18 35
14 63 65 Lady Like / Ingrid Andress / Warner Music Nashville 234/16 -5 -12
5 67 66 Princess / Dallas Remington / RoadWarrior Records 228/20 9 19
8 74 67 Don’t Get Better Than That / Tim Thurman / Tim Thurman Band 225/13 18 35
4 70 68 Dirt / Elise Harper / Skyfall Music 219/17 7 14
9 68 69 Is It Me And You / Lisa Brokop / Amersong 209/16 0 1
6 69 70 Growing Up Too Fast / Jon Wayne Hatfield / Soundstage Music 209/15 0 1
3 72 71 Summer Song / Chris Kroeze / 203/15 6 12
2 77 72 American Summer / Kylie Trout / Kylie Trout Music 199/16 12 21
6 73 73 Old School / Lance Wade Thomas / Shady Grove Records 196/12 3 6
1 84 74 Make It To Memphis / Shelley Lynch / Lynch Records 191/11 26 40
6 80 75 I’ll Get You Back Again / The Ashley Sisters / GKM Records 182/12 10 16
2 78 76 Evangeline / Sammy Kershaw / White Mustang Records 178/15 4 7
6 79 77 Okay, Momma? / Connor Jameson / 615Nash Records 176/12 4 7
2 75 78 Lil Bit / Nelly & Florida Georgia Line / RECORDS/Columbia 176/12 -5 -10
3 81 79 If You Could Call It That / Jeannie Seely / Curb 167/9 3 5
1 0 80 Old School / Toby Keith / Show Dog Nashville 167/11 0 167

No. 1 Song Greatest Spin Increase Highest Debut
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Brian Kelley Tells His Beach-Side Story On Debut Solo 
Project ‘Sunshine State Of Mind’ 

Brian Kelley, one half of the wildly successful country duo Florida 
Georgia Line, exudes happiness when talking about his debut solo 
album Sunshine State Of Mind, that released June 25.

Kelley and FGL partner Tyler Hubbard revealed they would be releasing 
solo music in January of 2021. In March, Kelley announced his solo music 
venture, Nashville South Records, would be partnering with Warner Music 
Nashville to support an upcoming project.

Shortly after, Kelley released BK’s Wave Pack, a four-song collection that 
set the tone for his solo music that was clearly influenced by his 
upbringing in Florida. “Beach Cowboy” instantly became the buzzed-
about track, with its surf guitar swagger and amusing lyrics that have you 
picturing Kelley “going John Wayne on these waves.”

Sunshine State Of Mind, with its whopping 17 tracks, finds Kelley really 
leaning in to his admiration for his home state, with songs about boating, 
fishing, and being by the water throughout.

“Besides my wife, Florida is probably my greatest muse,” says Kelley, 
who has called Florida home since 2016. “I love my home state. It’s a 
beautiful place. It’s got a lot of wonder, a lot of mystery, a lot of history. It’s 
very special to me.”

It was after Kelley wrote “Boat Names,” the album’s opening track, with Parker Welling and Casey Brown when he 
knew he was making a solo record.

“I wrote that the day before my birthday, and I don’t know where I’d be if I didn’t show up for that day and didn’t write 
that song. That song was the guiding light. It was the anchor and the whole direction I needed for this project that 
kicked it all off. Once that song was written it really gave me a confidence to push forward and chase another crazy 
dream rather than just be comfortable with where I’m at in life.

“That little bit of un-comfortability—you could call it fear—I felt like that was a door that God had opened that I 
needed to run through. It was an opportunity to fulfill a lifelong dream of having this solo outlet.”

Kelley had been saving ideas for a solo project for years. When the creative faucet opened, the music flowed. “The 
majority of the titles and songs on this album, except for probably two, were my ideas and my titles. I don’t say that 
to boast, just to say that I was on a mission and I knew where I wanted to go.”

“Say The Word,” a hazy, beachy love song co-written with Corey Crowder, Chris Loocke, Blake Redferrin and 
Joe Clemmons, features Kelley’s rich vocal in the spotlight on lyrics about shrimp boats and the Bahama breeze.

“When it came to [recording these songs] I think I found my lead voice,” Kelley says. “It was very important to me 
that that it sounded like me. It’s my most authentic self, with my voice on this project. It took a lot of hard work, and 
I’ve learned a lot over the years. I’m super thankful that I got to work with Joey Moi. I learned a ton from him.”

“By Boat,” co-written with Jimmy Robbins and Nicolle Galyon, is another tender standout on the collection. “It’s 
one of my favorite songs I’ve ever written,” Kelley says. “With every song on this album, it didn’t feel like we were just 
trying to get so many songs for the year and cross it off our list. These are my soul songs, and they mean a lot to 
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me. I’m very diligent and intentional with every line, melody, and vocal lick that I do. Every co-writer was living these 
songs out with me. We’re living them out together and they became our songs.”

But Sunshine State Of Mind isn’t just beachy love songs, though there are many. In addition to his vibey “Beach 
Cowboy,” Kelley has some fun with “Party On The Beach” and “Highway On The Water,” a tune about life on the 
water in which he makes a funny reference that it’s bad luck to bring bananas.

“It’s just a boaters thing. If there are bananas on the boat, they need to get off the boat. Bad things happen with 
bananas on the boat. It’s just a weird thing.”

Sunshine State Of Mind, with its hazy love tunes, beach party songs, and banana advice, is available everywhere 
now. MR

King Calaway Joins Red Light Management, 
Slates New Music Coming This Summer

Rising country band King Calaway has joined the Red Light 
Management roster and is set to return with new music this 
summer.

The band released their debut album Rivers via BBR Music 
Group’s Stoney Creek Records in October of 2019. Rivers 
featured their breakout single “World For Two,” which was the 
No. 1 most added song at country radio in its debut week.

As the COVID-19 pandemic forced everyone to retreat to 
their homes, the band spent 2020 working on their 
songwriting, harmonies and groove to create a fresh sound. 

They have since emerged with brand new music as a 5-piece 
band comprised of original members Caleb Miller, Chris Deaton, Simon Dumas, Chad Michael Jervis, and 
Austin Luther. Jordan Harvey, who was part of King Calaway when the band emerged, separated from the 
band late last year.

Now a part of the Red Light Management roster, King Calaway is excited to release new music via Stoney 
Creek Records later this year.

“As a band, we’ve been very eager to release the new music we’ve been working on this past year and to get 
back on the road,” the band says. “We couldn’t be happier to have Red Light behind us in support of a new 
direction and an exciting new chapter.”

“I’m incredibly excited to welcome KC to the Red Light family,” says Gaines Sturdivant, who will manage King 
Calaway. “Their musical prowess speaks for itself whether in the studio, onstage, or in the writing room. I can’t 
wait for everyone to experience the new iteration and sonic evolution they have tirelessly perfected over the 
last several months. It’s a freshness of the highest caliber which captured my attention immediately.” MR
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Warner Chappell Music 
Nashville Inks Publishing Deal 

With Alexander Palmer

Warner Chappell Music Nashville has inked a 
worldwide deal with chart-topping songwriter, 
producer, and classically-trained pianist Alexander 
Palmer.

Palmer has landed two No. 1 hits at country radio, 
including Jason Aldean’s “Got What I Got,” which has 
garnered over 350 million streams, and Dierks 
Bentley’s 2x Platinum “Somewhere on a Beach,” 
which was named ASCAP’s 2017 Song of the Year.

Born and raised in Berlin, Germany, Palmer’s craft 
blends elements of R&B, hip hop, and country. As a 
BMI songwriter, he currently splits his time between 
Nashville and LA. Palmer has also seen multi-genre 
success with credits on Jason Derulo’s 5x Platinum hit 
“Whatcha Say” and Chris Brown’s 2x Platinum hit 
“Turn Up the Music.”

“Alexander brings a unique perspective having lived 
and worked outside of Nashville,” says President & 
CEO, WCM Nashville Ben Vaughn. “We’re all excited 
to welcome him to the Chappell family and watch him 
continue to put his own stamp on the music scene.”

“I’m excited to join such a major player in both country 
music as well as internationally across the board. Ben 
and Will Overton made me feel right at home and we 
hit the ground running,” shares Palmer. MR

Grant Gilbert Inks Publishing 
Deal With River House Artists

Pictured (L-R): Kayla Adkins, Zebb Luster, Grant Gilbert, Lynn 
Oliver-Cline, Rusty Gaston

Rising singer-songwriter Grant Gilbert has signed a 
worldwide publishing deal with River House Artists in 
partnership with Sony Music Publishing Nashville.

The Texas native launched his music career during 
his time at Texas Tech when he began playing shows 
at the Blue Light, a club that helped launch Josh 
Abbott, Wade Bowen, and William Clark Green. He 
has gained prominence over the last few years 
performing with Josh Abbott. He released his EP, 
Loud and Clear, in 2019 which features his single 
“Held On To,” and this past March released the 
Trouble Like Us EP, including the single “I Don’t 
Wanna Be That Guy.”

“It took one meeting with our team for us to realize 
Grant was the right fit for River House. His 
excitement for songs is contagious, and his 
willingness to absorb knowledge on how to improve 
in this industry will help him be successful. We 
couldn’t be more excited to help him grow his catalog 
of songs and showcase his powerful vocal ability to 
music fans,” shares VP/General Manager of River 
House Artists Zebb Luster.

“I am super excited to sign a publishing deal with 
River House Artists,” says Gilbert. “It feels good to 
know I have a team behind me that is willing to work 
hard and believe in me as an artist and songwriter. 
They already feel like family, and I can’t wait to get to 
work!” MR
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Triple 8 Management has expanded their services into the 
producer space as they add to their growing client roster.

Triple 8 has taken a leading role in this developing trend, with a 
robust roster of producers including Cason Cooley 
(Needtobreathe, American Authors, Drew Holcomb & the 
Neighbors); Grammy nominated songwriter and producer Luke 
Dick (Miranda Lambert, Kip Moore, Jackson Dean); multi-
Grammy nominated mixer, engineer, and producer Shani 
Gandhi (Sierra Hull, The Mountain Goats, Sarah Jarosz); as 
well as multi-talented artist, producer, and songwriter Martin 
Johnson of Boys Like Girls and The Night Game (Elle King, 
Chase Rice, Lady A) who co-wrote and produced King and 
Lambert’s current hit, “Drunk (And I Don’t Wanna Go Home).”

Triple 8 also added producer and songwriter Brandon Paddock 
(Chase Rice, Lady A, The Night Game); Grammy, ACM, and 
CMA Award-winning producer, songwriter, and multi-
instrumentalist Jon Randall (Dierks Bentley, Parker McCollum, 

Dwight Yoakam) who most recently collaborated with Lambert 
and Jack Ingram on The Marfa Tapes; producer and songwriter Danen Reed Rector (Charlotte Sands, Kyd The 
Band, Quinn Lewis); and multi-Grammy award winning mixer, engineer, and producer and two-time ACM Audio 
Engineer of the Year F. Reid Shippen (Kenny Chesney, Dierks Bentley, Ingrid Michaelson).

“It all started with Alena Moran,” notes Triple 8 Owner George Couri. “I heard from her and multiple Grammy-
winning producer and mixer Reid Shippen about wanting to all work together, even though we didn’t manage 
producers at the time. It has gone exceedingly well to serve him, and so, with Alena and others on the team now, 
we look forward to continuing to grow this area of our business.” MR

Triple 8 Management Adds Wave Of Producers To Growing Roster

Pictured (L-R, top row): Cason Cooley, Luke Dick, Shani 
Gandhi, Martin Johnson; (L-R, bottom row): Brandon 
Paddock, Jon Randall, Danen Reed Rector, F. Reid 
Shippen.

Callista Clark Signs With WME 

Callista Clark has signed with WME for representation in all 
areas.

Clark recently released her debut collection, Real To Me, on 
Big Machine Records, and her debut single “It’s ‘Cause I Am” 
continues to climb at country radio. Clark collaborated with 
writers including Jonathan Singleton, Laura Veltz, Nicolle 
Galyon and Emily Shackleton on the new project, and was 
chosen as an iHeartCountry On The Verge Artist. The rising 
young artist’s videos have  already racked up over 130 million 
views across all social media platforms.

She is represented by SB Projects, Big Machine Label Group, and Greenberg Traurig. MR
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MORE TOP STORIES

DISClaimer Single Reviews: Tenille Townes, Tyler 
Braden, Hannah Dasher

It sounds like country music is roaring back this week.

There were few pretensions to pop-crossover music in this 
listening session. Instead, we have beefy, bodacious, 
hardcore slabs of sound by Toby Keith, Tony Jackson, 
Brantley Gilbert, Chris Janson and Connie Smith.

Kicking it country-rock style are Tyler Braden and our Disc of 
the Day winner, Tenille Townes.

The DisCovery Award also goes to a female artist. That would 
be Sony newcomer Hannah Dasher, who has buckets of 
personality.

Click here to read Robert K. Oermann's weekly single 
reviews.

On The Row: Robyn Ottolini Charms With Humor 
& Wisdom

Vince Gill Donates Prized Roy Acuff Fiddle To 
Country Music Hall Of Fame And Museum

Downtown Music Services Announces New 
Signings, Renewals With Jason Isbell, Hunter 
Hayes, More

VP Of Promotion Drew Bland Exits Monument 
Records

Provident Entertainment Ups Holly Zabka, Blaine 
Barcus

Alan Jackson Lends A Hand To His Hometown 
With Tornado Relief Concert

Bobby Karl Works The Room: Amythyst Kiah, 
Allison Russell Celebrate New Music

Alana Springsteen Signs With UTA

Garth Brooks Breaks Nissan Stadium 
Entertainment Record

Naomi Judd, Mary Chapin Carpenter Inducted 
Into Women Songwriters Hall Of Fame

Riley Green Goes ‘Behind The Bar’ On New 
Album Out July 2

Industry Member Ben Ewing Passes

Alabama To Kick Off 50th Anniversary Tour At 
Nashville’s Bridgestone Arena

Charlie Worsham Releases Personal New Track 
From Upcoming EP ‘Sugarcane’

Rockabilly Pioneer Wanda Jackson To Give Her 
‘Encore’
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Steve Schnur, EA’s President Of Music, Reveals 
Heart Behind Music In Video Games

With immensely popular games like Madden, FIFA, NHL, 
The Sims, Need For Speed, Battlefield, Apex Legends, 
and dozens of others, Electronic Arts (EA) has cemented 
itself as one of the leading gaming companies in the world. 
As it constantly tries to up the ante and keep its thumb on 
the pulse of culture, EA and its team are always looking for 
ways to bring new innovations and experiences to their 
millions of worldwide players.

As the No. 1 PC game played by female gamers and one 
of the best selling video games of all time, The Sims has 
been a major part of pop culture over the past 21 years. In 
the games’ newest creative endeavor, The Sims 4 will be 
offering an exclusive limited-time only, in-game musical 
performance. In a fantasy world where there’s always 
something to explore, curating in-game concerts through 
The Sims connects real-world fandoms to a place where gamers can express themselves in a way that is most 
authentic and meaningful to them. The fully immersive, first of its kind event will be headlined by Grammy 
nominated pop artist Bebe Rexha with opening acts Glass Animals and Joy Oladokun. The event will be 
available from June 29 – July 7.

EA’s President of Music Steve Schnur, a Nashvillian, spoke to MusicRow to discuss this new wave of live in-game 
music programming, the future of Sims Sessions, and EA’s ability to influence and introduce artists to new listeners.

MusicRow: What role do you specifically play in the EA world as President of Music? What does that entail 
for you?

Schnur: I’m responsible for every note that goes in every one of our games. That could be the music that gets 
curated into FIFA, Madden, NHL, The Sims, Need For Speed, and everything else, but it’s also all the music that I 
produce orchestrally for games like Battlefield, Star Wars, and Mass Effect. It also includes all of the marketing, so 
every note in every trailer, whether it’s orchestral or a licensed music selection, music marketing activities like Sim 
Sessions, appearances at our events, running our music publishing company, running our music production 
company, and running our record soundtrack label. All things to do with music, and everything to do with the cultural 
impact.

We made a commitment 20 years ago to launch brands that we thought could move the needle on people’s lives. 
Now we see it taken even further, for instance, when I consult the NFL (National Football League) or the MLS 
(Major League Soccer). The sports now are starting to sound more like us. There’s no Queen, Bon Jovi, or ACDC. 
To make it local, Nashville SC’s theme song was written and performed by Judah & the Lion. I’m the guy that 
brought that in and had them write it. I’m the guy that works with the Titans in town to decide the tone of what next 
generation football sounds like.

Leagues are working with us now because they recognize that the future sound of their sport cannot lie in the 
hands of 50 and 60 year olds. We have to pay attention to the next generation of 10-25 year-olds who are learning 
these sports through a virtual experience. What we had when we were kids and how we discovered the tone of our 
sports was through what played in the stadium or on TV, but that game is over. These soundtracks live beyond the 
game themselves.

All of that to say, my responsibility isn’t simply curation of music in the game, but it’s setting a tone that will go well 
beyond the game.

What was it like to work with Judah & the Lion on the Nashville SC theme song?
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I sat with the team and the band and we had lengthy discussions on what we were trying to say and how we were 
trying to be truly “Nashville.” Not the typical Nashville, but we were trying to represent the broader Nashville and the 
next generation of Nashville since soccer is such a next generation sport in this country. Just go to any MLS game 
and you’ll see the demographic difference. So the question was how do we appeal to that generation?

I get why Tim McGraw’s song comes on every time the Predators score a goal. The MLS team, though, was about 
the next generation. They wanted to find out what Nashville means to the world. Soccer is a global sport, it’s not a 
local or even national sport. So what does Nashville mean to somebody in Germany or London or Los Angeles?

It could mean Margo Price or Judah & the Lion. It could mean Blake Shelton or The Black Keys. It could mean 
so many different things, so we needed to represent the team in that way. It was a clear distinction that we had to 
make at the very beginning. Our soccer team had to represent everyone because it’s an inclusive sport, and the 
music had to represent it that way.

As far as the Sims announcement, what does this new feature mean for both the players and for artists who 
are going to be featured?

The Sims is an asynchronous game, not just because it’s not built that way, but also because it reflects the way 
younger people use media–when, how, if, and when they want. It’s all about creative expression: who you are, who 
you want to be, and who you envision yourself to be with no judgment.

Music has always been a critical part of The Sims. I was a little nervous 15+ years ago to have artists re-record their 
songs in Simlish, the language of The Sims, because I thought it might be offensive to ask an artist to re-sing a song 
in a foreign language that many people considered to be gibberish. However, to the hundreds of millions of Sims 
fans around the world, it has meaning and it has its own self-expression. Once I did it a few times, I became much 
bolder and we started creating packs. We’ve done ’80s packs, heavy metal packs, country packs with artists like 
Luke Bryan, Martina McBride, LeAnn Rimes, and even Lady A doing “Need You Now” in Simlish before they put it 
out in English. Over the years, we have nearly 500 artists that have recorded in Simlish. So you go to an area in the 
game and listen to these new artists that you don’t know yet, and later on you realize, “Oh my god! That person 
became a superstar and they sang in Simlish!”

The question was, “How do we create a self-expressive, true Sims type of festival while also being completely 
unique and not typical as to things you’ve seen in the last couple of years?” We made it very intimate and I think 
intimacy is key. You don’t show up with 40 or 50 million of your friends at once, but you show up in a small group of 
friends to an event that you couldn’t ever see in the real world. In the case of the first Sim Sessions, with Bebe 
Rexha, Glass Animals, and Joy Oladokun, you go to your local park, gazebo, or other intimate settings, and you see 
these artists perform for you in Simlish. It’s not a typical broadcast of something that maybe you see during COVID, 
but next year you’ll see it at the Ascend Amphitheater. It retains the intimate, self-expressive world of the hundreds of 
millions of people around the world who play The Sims.

It’s limited in the sense that it will only be available for a certain amount of time, but you go when you want to go 
whether it’s 11 p.m. on Friday or 2 a.m. on Sunday morning. I’m hoping that this really sets off the trend for Sims 
fans around the world to experience something that they will never experience anywhere else. Over 300 million 
people have bought The Sims, so this is not a small audience or a small feat. It’s an experience that we hope to 
bring somewhat regularly to Sims fans and expand upon these concepts so that people can continuously feel that 
they’re a part of The Sims community.

Read more of MusicRow’s conversation with Schnur here.
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1 1 Corey Crowder Drinkin’ Beer. Talkin’ God. Amen
Famous Friends
Minimum Wage

Chase Rice feat. Florida Georgia Line
Chris Young + Kane Brown
Blake Shelton

2 2 Jesse Frasure Almost Maybes
Minimum Wage
Whiskey And Rain

Jordan Davis
Blake Shelton
Michael Ray

3 4 Nicolle Galyon Gone
Half Of My Hometown
I Quit Drinking
Minimum Wage

Dierks Bentley
Kelsea Ballerini feat. Kenny Chesney
Kelsea Ballerini, LANY
Blake Shelton

4 3 Ashley Gorley Country Again
Give Heaven Some Hell
Single Saturday Night
You Should Probably Leave

Thomas Rhett
HARDY
Cole Swindell
Chris Stapleton

5 8 Hunter Phelps Cold Beer Calling My Name
Drinkin’ Beer. Talkin’ God. Amen
Give Heaven Some Hell
That Ain't Me No More
The Worst Country Song Of All Time
Thinking ‘Bout You

Jameson Rodgers feat. Luke Combs
Chase Rice feat. Florida Georgia Line
HARDY
Matt Stell
Brantley Gilbert, HARDY, Toby Keith
Dustin Lynch feat. MacKenzie Porter

6 5 Zach Crowell Country Again
Waves

Thomas Rhett
Luke Bryan

7 7 Tyler Hubbard Lil Bit
Undivided

Nelly & Florida Georgia Line
Tim McGraw & Tyler Hubbard

8 10 Michael Hardy Give Heaven Some Hell
Single Saturday Night
That Ain't Me No More
The Worst Country Song Of All Time

HARDY
Cole Swindell
Matt Stell
Brantley Gilbert, HARDY, Toby Keith

9 9 Ben Johnson Give Heaven Some Hell
Gone

HARDY
Dierks Bentley

10 17 Jonathan Singleton Same Boat
Things A Man Oughta Know

Zac Brown Band
Lainey Wilson

11 11 Drew Parker Forever After All
While You're Gone

Luke Combs
Drew Parker

12 12 Luke Combs Forever After All Luke Combs

13 13 Robert Williford Forever After All Luke Combs

14 18 Shane McAnally Half Of My Hometown
I Was On A Boat That Day
Next Girl

Kelsea Ballerini feat. Kenny Chesney
Old Dominion
Carly Pearce

15 14 Niko Moon Gone
No Sad Songs

Dierks Bentley
Niko Moon

16 15 Cary Barlowe Famous Friends Chris Young + Kane Brown

17 16 Chris Young Famous Friends Chris Young + Kane Brown

18 19 Jordan Davis Almost Maybes
Buy Dirt

Jordan Davis
Jordan Davis feat. Luke Bryan

19 22 Chris Loocke Undivided Tim McGraw & Tyler Hubbard

20 20 Luke Dick I'm Not For Everyone
Settling Down

Brothers Osborne
Miranda Lambert

21 21 Natalie Hemby I'm Not For Everyone
Settling Down

Brothers Osborne
Miranda Lambert

22 23 Miranda Lambert Settling Down Miranda Lambert

23 24 Hillary Lindsey Almost Maybes Jordan Davis

24 25 Mark Holman Single Saturday Night Cole Swindell

This
Week

Last
Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist

Sunday, June 27, 2021



25 6 Josh Osborne I Was On A Boat That Day
Next Girl

Old Dominion
Carly Pearce

26 30 Martin Johnson Drunk (And I Don't Wanna Go Home)
Like A Lady

Elle King and Miranda Lambert
Lady A

27 26 J. Flowers Chasing After You Ryan Hurd with Maren Morris

28 27 Brinley Addington Chasing After You Ryan Hurd with Maren Morris

29 29 Paul DiGiovanni Getting Over Him
We Didn't Have Much

Lauren Alaina with Jon Pardi
Justin Moore

30 31 Randy Montana If It Wasn't For Trucks
We Didn't Have Much

Riley Green
Justin Moore

31 32 Lainey Wilson Things A Man Oughta Know Lainey Wilson

32 33 Jason Nix Things A Man Oughta Know Lainey Wilson

33 34 Josh Thompson Wasted On You
Whiskey And Rain

Morgan Wallen
Michael Ray

34 36 Jeremy Stover We Didn't Have Much Justin Moore

35 35 Thomas Rhett Country Again Thomas Rhett

36 37 Ryan Hurd Waves Luke Bryan

37 38 Chase McGill Waves Luke Bryan

38 40 Elle King Drunk (And I Don't Wanna Go Home) Elle King and Miranda Lambert

39 41 Carly Pearce Next Girl Carly Pearce

40 39 Ryan Vojtesak Wasted On You
Worship You

Morgan Wallen
Kane Brown

41 42 C. Dodds Drinkin’ Beer. Talkin’ God. Amen Chase Rice feat. Florida Georgia Line

42 43 Chase Rice Drinkin’ Beer. Talkin’ God. Amen Chase Rice feat. Florida Georgia Line

43 44 John Edwards Blame It On You Jason Aldean

44 45 Brian White Blame It On You Jason Aldean

45 46 Kurt Allison Blame It On You Jason Aldean

46 47 Tully Kennedy Blame It On You Jason Aldean

47 48 Michael Tyler Blame It On You Jason Aldean

48 56 A. Eshuis You Time Scotty McCreery

49 57 Frank Rogers You Time Scotty McCreery

50 58 Scotty McCreery You Time Scotty McCreery

51 51 Jordan Reynolds Glad You Exist Dan + Shay

52 52 Tayla Parx Glad You Exist Dan + Shay

53 53 Ryan Lewis Glad You Exist Dan + Shay

54 54 Dan Smyers Glad You Exist Dan + Shay

55 55 Shay Mooney Glad You Exist Dan + Shay

56 67 Rhett Akins Tequila Little Time
To Be Loved By You

Jon Pardi
Parker McCollum

57 59 Cleo Tighe One Too Many Keith Urban & P!nk

58 60 James Norton One Too Many Keith Urban & P!nk

59 61 Peter Wallevik One Too Many Keith Urban & P!nk

60 62 Mich Hansen One Too Many Keith Urban & P!nk

This
Week

Last
Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist



July 2, 2021 The MusicRow Weekly

Jimmie Allen, Charley Pride. Photo: Courtesy of CMA Brothers Osborne. Photo: Courtesy of CMA

CALENDAR

Singles

July 2
Billy Ray Cyrus and FIREROSE/New Day/BBR
Gavin Lee/American Crazy

July 5
Josh Kinney/Hit Me Up/Birmingham Entertainment
Grace Morrison/Daughter/Grace Morrison

July 9
Allison Asarch/Cotton Dress

Albums

July 2
Chris Tomlin/Chris Tomlin & Friends: Summer EP/Capitol Christian Music Group
Chris LeDoux/Wyoming Cowboy – A Collection/Capitol Nashville/UMe
Riley Green/Behind The Bar/BMLG Records
Various Artists/Mud Digger 12/Average Joes Entertainment
Lanco/Honky Tonk Hippies
Flatland Cavalry/Welcome to Countryland

July 9
Amy Grant/Heart In Motion
Hannah Dasher/The Half Record/Sony Music Nashville
Tigirlily/Tigirlily EP/Monument Records

Industry Events

August 19
33rd Annual MusicRow Awards (virtual)

August 25
14th Annual ACM Honors
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