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MusicRow has released its 2023 edition of its flagship print directory, 
InCharge. 

This annual guide highlights some of the most influential music industry 
executives in the Nashville entertainment community. This year’s edition 
includes 376 profiles which are accompanied by contact information, 
career biographies, and detailed board and organizational membership 
affiliations.

The guide also includes a company appendix, record label staff appendix, 
and a professional categories appendix, which lists executives by their 
areas of expertise, including label, talent agency, management, music 
publishing, legal, finance, performing rights organizations, and more.

Multi-Platinum singer-songwriter HARDY graces the cover of the 2023 
InCharge issue. 

Big Loud Records’ heavy-hitter HARDY has never been just one thing. 
Uncaging a new chapter, HARDY soared to new heights with the release 
of the mockingbird & THE CROW, the critically acclaimed half-country, 
half-rock sophomore album, adding to over two billion career streams. The 
dichotomous, 17-track effort debuted top five all genre on the Billboard 
200 Albums chart and kinged seven additional Billboard charts in its first 
week, including Top Country Albums, Top Rock Albums, and Top Album 
Sales. 

Single copies of MusicRow’s 2023 InCharge issue are available here, and 
are included with yearly MusicRow subscriptions. MR

MusicRow Releases 2023 InCharge 
Directory With Top Nashville Music 

Industry Decision Makers
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My Music Row Story: Creative Nation’s Beth Laird

The “My Music Row Story” weekly column features 
notable members of the Nashville music industry selected 
by the MusicRow editorial team. These individuals serve 
in key roles that help advance and promote the success 
of our industry. This column spotlights the invaluable 
people that keep the wheels rolling and the music playing.

In 2011, Beth Laird co-founded Creative Nation, an 
independent music publishing, management and record 
company in Nashville with her husband, two-time 
Grammy winning songwriter and producer, Luke Laird. 
Today, the company boasts a roster that includes Barry 
Dean, Lori McKenna, Steve Moakler, Kassi Ashton, 
Travis Wood, Jonathan Hutcherson, Derek Bahr, Mia 
Mantia and Oscar Charles. Creative Nation has 
celebrated more than 70 Billboard Country Radio singles, 
over 20 of which have hit No. 1.

Beth started her music business career at BMG Nashville 
and spent time at Windswept Music Publishing and BMI 
before forming Creative Nation.

MusicRow: Where did you grow up?

I grew up in Winchester, Tennessee. It is an hour and a half from here but a world away.

Were you into music as a kid?

I was really into music. I came to Nashville to go to Starwood, Dancin’ In The District and things like that, but I didn’t 
know that there was a music business. I certainly didn’t know that if you weren’t musical, you could work on the 
business side with music people. I also did not know that there were actual music business degrees at MTSU and 
Belmont.

How did you discover the music business?

I went to the University of Alabama. I didn’t know what I wanted to do, but I knew I loved working with people, so 
communication seemed like the best major for me. The summer after my freshman year, my old babysitter Regina 
Stuve ran into my mom in the grocery store in Winchester when she came home for a weekend. She asked what I 
was doing and my mom said I was coming home for the summer to get a job. Regina said, “Why don’t you move her 
to Nashville and have her intern for me?” So my mom told me, “You’re going to go to Nashville and intern with your 
old babysitter, Regina, for free for the summer.”

Page 3 of 20

https://musicrow.com/2023/04/on-the-cover-musicrows-2023-incharge-issue-features-hardy-on-cover/


https://NS.lnk.to/DLX


April 28, 2023 The MusicRow Weekly

She negotiated a deal at the extended stay 
hotel so that I could stay three nights in 
Nashville and then go home on the 
weekends. I walked into Capitol Records and 
Regina was the head publicist there. That is 
the day that I found out about the music 
business.

That is awesome. What did you do there?

Regina and I became the best of friends. It 
was the best summer and honestly, that is 
when I fell in love with the music business. I 
also realized I did not want to be a publicist, 
but I saw business people working behind the 
scenes helping creative people and it really 
opened my eyes to using what your skillset is 
to help people who are creative fulfill their 
dreams. That changed my whole world.

I asked Regina if she would let me move back the summer after my junior year of college to intern again. The 
summer after my junior year, I actually shared a bedroom with my best friend here in town who was also doing an 
internship here. We were living with one of my high school friends who was going to Vanderbilt. I would just do 
anything to get to come back. That summer I realized that this is a lot about relationships, so I really tried to get to 
know everyone at Capitol. I made some great relationships and then really tried to stay in touch when I went back to 
Alabama.

What happened after graduation?

I graduated and I moved here. I couldn’t get a job in the music business because, as you know, they don’t post jobs 
online. A couple of my sorority sisters worked at Nashville Bun Company and Bun Lady Transport, which is a 
manufacturing bakery that makes English muffins for McDonald’s and Pepperidge Farm. Ironically, they were looking 
for a front desk logistics manager on the shipping side and they asked if I wanted to interview. I interviewed and I got 
that job. I was so excited just to have a job so I could be in Nashville. I was booking back hauls with the refrigerated 
truck drivers, running all the logistics, answering the phone and being an assistant.

I always kept in touch with Regina and I told her to let me know if there was anything that I could do to help. After I 
had been here for about a year, Regina’s husband Ron Stuve took over the old BMG Music Publishing and the 
receptionist left. So I applied for that job and I’m so grateful I got it, because the day I went to work I realized that 
there were people graduating from Belmont and MTSU with degrees. That really set me on fire to learn a lot in a 
really short amount of time because I didn’t have those relationships they were coming in with, as well as all those 
internships and a degree in music business.

Tell me about that time at BMG.

I was so grateful because I realized that that was my chance and that I really needed to learn quickly. I tried to go out 
every night and meet people. I assisted everyone in the office to learn from them what all the different jobs were. 
That job is the reason that I know all the different jobs at a publishing company, and I feel like it really helped me 
when we started Creative Nation.

That’s also where I met [my future husband] Luke. He was a new songwriter that hadn’t had any cuts yet. I was the 
receptionist. We all had a crew that ran around together and that was really fun.

What was next for you?

Pictured (L-R): Little Big Town’s Phillip Sweet, Kimberly Schlapman, Jimi 
Westbrook and Karen Fairchild; Natalie Hemby; Luke Laird; Barry Dean; Beth Laird
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I was approached by Steve Markland, who was running 
Windswept Music Publishing at the time. He needed a song-
plugger, so he hired me. That was so fun. That whole crew was 
amazing and I learned so much. Steve and Cliff [Audretch III] did 
a great job of bringing me along and helping to teach me what an 
independent music publisher is.

I had a lot of friends at the time who were older than me and were 
friends with Jody Williams. I heard about him all the time. They 
said, “You really should meet Jody. You’d really like him.” I 
probably had more guts then, but I just randomly reached out to 
Jody and said, “We have a lot of mutual friends and I would love 
to meet you.” He was nice enough to meet me. He says now that I 
asked him to be my mentor during that first meeting, but I don’t 
remember that. If I did, I’m really proud of myself—it turned out 
really well so I’m glad I did that. [Laughs]

Then you started working for Jody at BMI.

He told me that BMI was looking for a female writer rep. I knew I 
was under-qualified and I didn’t know what that job was. I just knew I liked songwriters and publishing. We kept 
meeting and he had offered the job to someone who had more experience and she turned it down because she had 
another job she loved. He came back to me and asked me if I would like to hear more about the job and I said, “I 
love publishing, I don’t think I want to leave.” He said, “Do you know what this job is?” and I said, “No.” [Laughs] He 
told me what the job was and I was like, “Wow, this is actually my next step. I would really love this because I would 
get to work with all the songwriters and all the publishers.”

I’m grateful Jody gave me a shot. I was the youngest and the only female rep on the team, so again, I went in feeling 
under-qualified and I had a lot to learn. I worked for Jody for five years and it was an incredible experience. He is still 
my mentor today. He’s just one of a kind and he taught me so much about music, life and business. He really helped 
me understand the ins and outs of the business side, but was always encouraging me to keep my passion for music 
and my passion for people.

What led up to starting Creative Nation?

I loved my job at BMI. That’s where I made tons of connections with everyone in town—particularly with publishers 
and writers—but I also made a lot of connections out of town because I was able to work in a lot of other genres as 
well. At the same time, I took on more than I had energy and time to do, so I was very overwhelmed by the end of it. 
I’m not someone who’s good at letting people down and I always wanted to help and do as much as I could, 
realizing that I really was taking care of all genres and so many writers. I just wasn’t capable, so that was really 
getting to me.

Luke was in a publishing deal at Universal because BMG had folded into Universal. He was coming to the end of his 
deal. He had his admin rights back, he was recouped and had songs on the chart, which usually just does not 
happen in that way. I’m really grateful to Derek Crownover because he really helped, and Luke was really smart 
about the deals he did instead of just taking more money.

So me, Luke and Kella Farris all met. She said to Luke, “Your deal is coming up and you could sell your catalog. 
You could sell your copyrights and get some money for them.” If you’re lucky enough to be able to do that, that 
money is basically songwriter retirement a lot of times.  We were shocked. She looked at Luke and said, “What do 
you want to do next?” Luke said, “I want Beth to be my creative person, but she won’t leave Jody at BMI.”

Kella said, “Beth, what are you going to do next at BMI?” In that moment, I realized my title would change, but my 
job never would, and I was really tired. So I immediately thought I have to leave my job and it’s time for something 
else.

Pictured (L-R): Mike O’Neill, Beth Laird, Luke Laird, Scott 
Cutler, Jody Williams
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What was starting a company on your own like for you and Luke?

We decided we would do a five year business plan. We would sell Luke’s catalog and put money in the bank for five 
years. We wanted to do it ourselves and set up the company the way we really wanted a publishing company to be. 
We decided at the end of those five years, we could make a call [on what to do next.]

There were independent publishers out of town that had reached out to us about us being their Nashville office. We 
talked it through, but we just felt like we would still be using their name, their culture and their deals. Luke said, “If all 
these people who don’t really know us are willing to fund our company to own 50% of it, we should double down bet 
on ourselves.” Another thing he said was, “Worst case scenario, we’re going to be trying to get these same jobs 
back.”

We knew that this was a moment in time opportunity that might not ever come around again. It just felt like the right 
time. Most people I talked to about it were supportive, but a lot of people gave me the advice of, “Don’t start a 
company with your husband and don’t use your own money in the music business.” I understand both, but for us, it 
has been so great. I think we’re an exception to the rule in that because we both do two completely different jobs. 
We’re really different in what we do every single day and it compliments each other.

We also felt like if we used our own money to create the culture we wanted and the company we wanted, then by the 
time we got to five years, if we needed to, we could take other people’s money, but it would already be established 
what we were about. We really pulled on our experience from the previous years and tried to build the company we 
wanted to work for. We grew small. We started November of 2011 at the kitchen table.

Now you have 10 writers, a well-rounded team and two buildings on Music Row. What was an affirming 
moment from the beginning?

Two things come to mind. I was having some imposter syndrome and I told Luke maybe I should just call Jody and 
ask him if he’ll hire me back. I was just going through a real season of doubt. I went to my first plugger group pitch 
meeting with Todd Ramey. The first song I played was “Pontoon.” When Little Big Town loved that song, recorded 
it and it took on a complete life of its own, that moment reaffirmed to me that I should quit worrying about if I was 
capable, what people would think and if I could handle it, and just focus on what I knew. [It told me I should] put my 
head down and focus on booking great co-writes, pitching songs and taking care of these writers strategically.

Another huge moment we had is when we had a No. 1 song and I got to go on stage as a BMI publisher at the BMI 
Awards and Jody handed me an award as a publisher. I had been the one at BMI who handed up all the awards to 
Jody for him to give out. That was such a moment.

That’s amazing. What is the most fulfilling part of your job?

The most fulfilling part of my job is that I get to help songwriters dreams come true. Truly the thing I love the most is 
when a songwriter tells me a dream they have or something they want to accomplish and we start working on it.

What’s a great piece of advice you’ve received?

One piece of advice that I wish I would’ve known earlier was to pay attention to things that give you energy that you 
do really well and quickly—that’s your skillset and that’s what you’re good at. Pay attention to things that drain you 
and make you feel very tired—those are things that are not your skillset. You can do them and you always have to do 
a little of both, but if you can try to get to a place where you are eventually are in a 75-25 or an 80-20 split, you’ll 
enjoy what you do and you set yourself up for success.

Another piece of advice was something Jody told me. I used to be one that would work myself to death and then 
crash. I would get sick and have to take time off. I wasn’t good at balance and I was not good at taking care of 
myself. Jody was the first one to say, “You’re good at this job. I want you to be able to do it for a long time, so you 
can’t keep working like this. You’re going to need to learn how to take breaks or you’re going to get completely worn 
out and want to leave the business.” That changed the way I thought about doing a good job and longevity in this 
business. MR
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New On The Chart —Debuting This Week
song/artist/label—Chart Position
Be Alright/Jimmie Allen/Stoney Creek Records - 75

Greatest Spin Increase
song/artist/label—Spin Increase
Love You Anyway/Luke Combs/River House Artists/Columbia 
Nashville - 157
Nobody's Nobody/Brothers Osborne/EMI - 150
Last Night/Morgan Wallen/Big Loud/Mercury/Republic - 136
Next Thing You Know/Jordan Davis/MCA Nashville - 133
Tennessee Orange/Megan Moroney/Arista Nashville/Columbia 
Records - 127

Most Added
song/artist/label—No. of Adds
Love You Anyway/Luke Combs/River House Artists/Columbia 
Nashville - 15
Nobody's Nobody/Brothers Osborne/EMI - 10
Creek Will Rise/Conner Smith/Valory - 5
Religiously/Bailey Zimmerman/Elektra/Warner Music 
Nashville - 5
Blacktop Don't/BoomTown Saints/8 Track Entertainment - 5

On Deck—Soon To Be Charting
song/artist/label—No. of Spins
Heartache Waiting To Happen/Cutter Elliott/Cutter Elliott 
Music - 115
Trouble/Rachel Stacy/CDX Records - 111
That's Why/Troy Cartwright - 102
Cap Guns And Skinny Horses/The Hammond Brothers/
Dynasty - 95
Blue Suede Boots/Coffey Anderson/Coffey Global LLC - 93

NO. 1 SONGCHART ACTION

APRIL 28, 2023

Megan Moroney tops the MusicRow CountryBreakout Radio Chart 
this week with her debut smash single, "Tennessee Orange."

Co-written with with Ben Williams, David Fanning and Paul Jenkins, 
the track helped propel Moroney to stardom. It appears on her Sony 
Music Nashville/Columbia Records debut album Lucky, out next Friday 
(May 5).

Moroney recently brought her "Pistol Made Of Roses Tour" to a sold-
out crowd at Exit/In in Nashville. She is also celebrating her first ACM 
nomination for New Female Artist of the Year after taking home 
Breakthrough Female Video of the Year at the CMT Music Awards 
earlier this year for "Tennessee Orange."

Each songwriter and artist earning No. 1 
credit on the MusicRow Chart receives a 
MusicRow Challenge Coin. Click here to 

view a full list of recipients.

WHMA Anniston, AL
WXFL Florence, AL
KQUS Hot Springs, AR
KDXY Jonesboro, AR
KBOD Mountain Home, AR
KWCK Searcy, AR
KRAZ Santa Barbara, CA
WCTY Norwich, CT
WUBB Savannah, GA
KXIA Marshalltown, IA
KIAI Mason City, IA
KBOE Oskaloosa, IA
KTHK Idaho Falls, ID

KKMV Rupert, ID
WOOZ Carterville, IL
WAAG Galesburg, IL
WYOT Rochelle, IL
WRTB Rockford, IL
WIFE Connersville, IN
KAIR Atchison, KS
KQZQ Pratt, KS
WKDZ Cadiz, KY
WDHR Pikeville, KY
KRRV Alexandria, LA
WKPE Hyannis, MA
KYSM Mankato, MN

WTCM Traverse City, MI
KZPK St. Cloud, MN
KFAV Warrenton, MO
WBBN Laurel, MS
WFAY Fayetteville, NC
KZZY Devils Lake, ND
KYCK Thompson, ND
KRVN Lexington, NE
KFGE Lincoln, NE
KBRX O'Neill, NE
KQBA Santa Fe, NM
WDNB Monticello, NY
KITX Hugo, OK

KWEY Weatherford, OK
WCJW Warsaw, NY
KWOX Woodward, OK
KRKT Albany, OR
KRWQ Medford, OR
WVNW Lewistown, PA
WNBT Mansfield, PA
WCFT Selinsgrove, PA
KZZI Spearfish, SD
WUCZ Carthage, TN
WDKN Dickson, TN
WLLX Lawrenceburg, TN
KFTX Corpus Christi, TX

KYKX Longview, TX
KLLL Lubbock, TX
KXOX Sweetwater, TX
WAKG Danville, VA
WAXX Altoona, WI
WJVL Janesville, WI
WGLR Platteville, WI
WQPC Prairie du Chien, WI
WCOW Sparta, WI
WDGG Huntington ,WV

MusicRow CountryBreakout Chart Reporting Stations 
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Weeks
On Chart

Last
Week

This
Week Song / Artist / Label Spins / 

Reports
% Spin 
Power Spins +/-

17 2 1 Tennessee Orange / Megan Moroney / Megan Moroney 1657/59 8 127
29 5 2 How It Oughta Be / Shane Profitt / BMLG 1531/56 3 50
9 6 3 One Thing At A Time / Morgan Wallen / Big Loud Records 1522/58 3 48
19 3 4 Dancin’ In The Country / Tyler Hubbard / EMI Nashville 1488/46 -3 -39
34 4 5 Wild As Her / Corey Kent / Combustion Music/RCA Records 1474/43 -1 -10
42 7 6 Everything She Ain’t / Hailey Whitters / Pigasus/S&D/Big Loud 1446/59 -1 -22
14 9 7 Angels / Thomas Rhett / Valory 1423/62 4 56
48 1 8 Human / Cody Johnson / CoJo Music/Warner Music Nashville 1417/44 -8 -118
16 8 9 Memory Lane / Old Dominion / Arista Nashville 1413/49 -2 -31
28 10 10 Your Heart Or Mine / Jon Pardi / Capitol 1375/57 6 73
26 13 11 You, Me, & Whiskey / Justin Moore & Priscilla Block / Valory 1287/59 5 66
37 11 12 You / Dan + Shay / Warner Music Nashville 1271/43 -1 -10
13 12 13 Drinkaby / Cole Swindell / Warner Music Nashville 1255/56 3 32
11 14 14 Next Thing You Know / Jordan Davis / MCA Nashville 1246/53 12 133
8 15 15 Last Night / Morgan Wallen / Big Loud/Mercury/Republic 1158/42 13 136
24 16 16 Hate My Heart / Carrie Underwood / Capitol 1022/43 1 9
30 17 17 Up There Down Here / Jake Owen / Big Loud Records 923/46 1 7
14 18 18 Need A Favor / Jelly Roll / Stoney Creek Records 916/48 2 18
29 19 19 Girl In Mine / Parmalee / Stoney Creek Records 910/43 2 21
32 20 20 Can’t Have Mine / Dylan Scott / Curb 880/52 -1 -6
7 21 21 Standing Room Only / Tim McGraw / Big Machine Records 878/55 4 32
14 22 22 Looking For You / Chris Young / RCA Nashville 863/48 4 31
22 23 23 Heaven By Then / Brantley Gilbert & Blake Shelton feat. Vince Gill / Valory 818/45 -2 -14
9 26 24 Light On In The Kitchen / Ashley McBryde / Warner Music Nashville 771/42 9 61
63 24 25 Good Day For Living / Joe Nichols / Quartz Hill Records 761/32 -6 -47
18 25 26 If You Go Down (I’m Goin’ Down Too) / Kelsea Ballerini / Black River Entertainment 748/41 3 23
17 27 27 Fearless / Jackson Dean / Big Machine 706/43 5 35
71 28 28 You Didn’t / Brett Young / BMLG 641/24 0 3
6 31 29 Bury Me In Georgia / Kane Brown / RCA Nashville 640/41 13 74
11 29 30 All I Need Is You / Chris Janson / BMLG/Harpeth 60 Records 608/37 4 24
10 32 31 Only Need One / Ned LeDoux / Powder River/Thirty Tigers 587/36 4 23
4 36 32 Fires Don’t Start Themselves / Darius Rucker / Capitol 552/33 13 62
32 34 33 Country Can / Hannah Ellis / Curb 544/32 7 36
15 33 34 Going Going / Donice Morace / Bad Jeu Jeu Records/CDX Records 533/31 2 8
2 48 35 Love You Anyway / Luke Combs / River House Artists/Columbia Nashville 526/35 43 157
39 30 36 Something In The Orange / Zach Bryan / Belting Bronco/Warner Records 525/29 -8 -45
16 37 37 Stars Like Confetti / Dustin Lynch / Broken Bow Records 520/32 7 36
17 35 38 Jealous Of Myself / Tenille Arts / Dreamcatcher Artists 485/33 -3 -13
8 39 39 Save The Roses / Lee Brice / Curb 479/29 8 35
15 41 40 Missin’ You / Cam Allen / Goat Music Group 467/31 9 39
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Weeks
On Chart

Last
Week

This
Week Song / Artist / Label Spins / 

Reports
% Spin 
Power Spins +/-

4 50 41 Creek Will Rise / Conner Smith / Valory 440/36 29 98
7 43 42 Buy A Bar / Tim Dugger / Curb Records 429/34 7 27
12 45 43 Revival / Shenandoah / 8 Track Entertainment/Fame Records 422/30 9 35
16 40 44 Marlboros & Avon / McBride & The Ride / TMC Records/InGrooves 420/29 -3 -11
17 38 45 We Got History / Mitchell Tenpenny / Riser House Records 415/27 -7 -30
16 47 46 Beer Needs Drinkin’ / Reed Foley / Studios Magnetic 411/26 8 32
2 58 47 Nobody’s Nobody / Brothers Osborne / EMI 389/27 63 150
11 44 48 Honky Tonk Roll / Wade Bowen / Bowen Sounds 386/25 -1 -2
9 46 49 3 Tequila Floor / Josiah Siska / Black River 382/30 0 1
11 49 50 Why God Made Small Towns / Paige King Johnson / PCG Records 370/27 8 26
28 42 51 Sounds Like Something I’d Do / Drake Milligan / Stoney Creek Records 335/21 -20 -86
16 52 52 God Gave Me A Girl / Russell Dickerson / Triple Tigers Records 307/19 1 3
33 51 53 If He Wanted To He Would / Kylie Morgan / EMI Records Nashville 304/20 -5 -17
14 53 54 Marry That Girl / Easton Corbin / Stone Country Records 272/18 -1 -2
2 65 55 Religiously / Bailey Zimmerman / Elektra/Warner Music Nashville 270/20 43 81
8 56 56 The Longer I Live / Aaron Goodvin & Ryan Kinder / Reviver Records/Sakamoto Music/Warner 

Music Canada
268/22 6 15

37 57 57 Worth A Shot / Elle King feat. Dierks Bentley / RCA Records/Columbia Nashville 248/16 2 6
17 55 58 Fast Car / Randy Rogers Band / Thirty Tigers 232/20 -9 -24
9 59 59 Mattress On The Floor / Mo Pitney / Curb Records 230/17 0 1
4 63 60 Dents On A Chevy / Ty Herndon, Terri Clark / Pivotal Records 228/20 11 22
11 60 61 New Old Outlaws / Waylon Hanel / Waylon Hanel Music 228/16 2 4
9 61 62 Let’s Take Tonight / Corey Layne / Corey Layne 223/16 1 2
9 64 63 A Special Place / Danielle Bradbery / Big Machine Records 220/16 8 17
3 54 64 5 Leaf Clover / Luke Combs / River House Artists/Columbia Nashville 215/15 -18 -46
22 62 65 Excuses / Kolby Cooper / Wheelhouse Records 194/15 -11 -24
12 66 66 I Miss America / Colton James / RedSunset Entertainment 170/12 6 9
9 68 67 Sunday Chapel / Dave Herrera / Brokerade, Inc 164/10 6 10
9 67 68 Not In This Heartbreak / Morgan White / NashTown Entertainment 161/10 3 5
2 79 69 State You Left Me In / Jake Worthington / Big Loud 153/11 39 43
9 70 70 We Ride / Bryan Martin / Average Joes Entertainment 153/13 13 17
3 73 71 Shoot Tequila / Tigirlily Gold / Monument Records 147/11 12 16
13 69 72 Just Me / Gillian Smith / Gillian Smith Records 145/10 -1 -1
6 75 73 Shelter / Rusty Steel / Tower Music Group 140/8 9 11
5 74 74 I Ain’t Done Singin’ Yet / Jon Brennan / CDX Records 133/8 2 2
1 83 75 Be Alright / Jimmie Allen / Stoney Creek Records 130/10 33 32
3 80 76 Every Town’s Got One / Ty Gregory 125/9 14 15
3 78 77 Be The One / Josh Kinney / Birmingham Entertainment 124/10 7 8
5 76 78 Your Hands / Katie Linendoll / Duncan Music Group 124/7 3 4
6 77 79 If Country Was A Town / Rob Fitzgerald / Riverbend Recordings 123/7 3 4
5 71 80 Somebody Else’s Whiskey / Frank Ray / Stoney Creek Records 123/8 -9 -12

No. 1 Song Greatest Spin Increase Highest Debut
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Hardy & Lainey Wilson Score 
No. 1 With ‘Wait In The Truck’

Hardy and Lainey Wilson‘s chilling duet, “Wait In 
The Truck,” has reached No. 1 on the Mediabase 
country chart.

“I’m just so happy a song like this still has a place 
in country music,” says Hardy about the 
achievement. “Thanks to everyone involved for 
taking this song to the top, and for believing in this 
one.”

“I’m so honored Hardy asked me to join him on a 
song that’s had an impact on so many people and 
shed light on a topic a lot of folks are scared to talk 
about,” Wilson shares. “He is one of the most 
brilliant songwriters I’ve ever met and puts on one 
heck of a show. I can’t wait to be back out on the 
road together this fall!”

The Platinum hit has also earned three ACM 
nominations for Song of the Year, Music Event of 
the Year and Visual Media of the Year. Named one 
of the Best Songs of 2022 by the Los Angeles 
Times, Billboard, Wide Open Country and more, 
“Wait In The Truck,” has been streamed over 219 
million times and earned CMT Collaborative Video 
of the Year for its music video.

Additionally, the duet partners will tour the South 
and Midwest together on the fall arena leg of 
Hardy’s headlining “The Mockingbird & The Crow 
Tour.” MR

ACM Radio Award 
Winners Announced

The winners of the ACM Radio Awards for the 58th 
Academy of Country Music Awards have been 
revealed on the Academy’s social media pages with 
the help of artists including ACM Award nominees 
Lainey Wilson and Priscilla Block.

Winners announced include two first-time On-Air 
Personality honorees, Elaina Smith of With Elaina for 
National Weekly On-Air Personality of the Year, and 
Julie and DJ of Julie and DJ in the Morning for 
Medium Market On-Air Personality of the Year.

WIVK-FM in Knoxville, Tennessee and WYCT-FM in 
Pensacola, Florida both take home their fifth total ACM 
Awards for Medium Market Radio Station of the Year 
and Small Market Radio Station of the Year, 
respectively. Steve Waters and Tiffany Kay of WFLS 
won the Small Market On-Air Personality of the Year 
title, making this Kay’s first ACM Award win and 
Waters’ second.

Additional winners include George, Mo and Erik of 
The Morning Bullpen with George, Mo, and Erik on 
KILT-FM in Houston, TX and Big Dave, Stattman and 
Ashley of The Big Dave Show on WUBE-FM in 
Cincinnati, Ohio for Major Market and Large Market 
On-Air Personality of the Year, respectively.

KKBQ-FM in Houston, Texas received an award for 
Major Market Radio Station of the Year, and WSIX-FM 
in Nashville received an award for Large Market Radio 
Station of the Year. This is the third overall win for The 
Big D and Bubba Show for National Daily On-Air 
Personality of the Year. MR
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Singer-Songwriter & Producer, Keith Gattis, Passes Away

Beloved singer-songwriter and producer 
Keith Gattis passed away on Sunday, April 
23 due to a tractor accident at his home. He 
was 52.

A Texas native, Gattis began playing around 
the Austin area as a teen, and moved to 
Nashville after college in pursuit of a music 
career. He signed with RCA Nashville in 1996 
and released his debut self-titled album, 
which yielded the single “Little Drops Of My 
Heart” but not much commercial success.

Undeterred but battle-scarred, he headed to 
the west coast and found work out there, 
eventually recording an indie solo album 
nearly a decade later, Big City Blues. 

In 2002 he became band leader for Dwight 
Yoakam, and played bass and electric guitar 
on Yoakam’s album Blame The Vain. An in-
demand guitar slinger and session player 
throughout his career, Gattis worked in the 
studio with Bruce Robison, Sunny Sweeney, 
Jon Pardi, Brandy Clark, and many others.

He found success as a songwriter as well, penning the hauntingly beautiful “El Cerrito Place,” which appeared on 
his Big City Blues album, was recorded by Charlie Robison, and was later a hit for Kenny Chesney. Chesney also 
co-wrote “When I See This Bar” with Gattis, who also had cuts by George Strait, Randy Travis, Gary Allan, Randy 
Houser, Charlie Robison, Randy Rogers Band, Jack Ingram, Wade Bowen, and more.

Gattis found success behind the boards as well, helming sessions at his own Pioneertown Recording Studio for 
artists including Jon Pardi, Jake Owen, Waylon Payne, Kendell Marvel, Wade Bowen, and more. He was the co-
producer of Randy Houser’s 2019 acclaimed, rootsy album Magnolia.

Keith Gattis’ wife Penny Gattis is GM of Publishing at Eclipse Music Group in Nashville. They have two children 
together. In addition to his wife and children, Gattis is survived by his mother Donna (Robert) Booth; his father 
Donny (Sharon) Gattis; his siblings Brad (Julie) Booth, Cody (Keisha) Booth, Mike (Bridget) Booth, Rob (Caryn) 
Booth, Casey (Shayna) Gattis, Knox Gattis, and Lee Ann (Scott) Schumpelt; and many beloved nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his best friend Charlie Brocco.

A celebration of life for Gattis will take place Sunday, April 30 at the Spring Hill Funeral Home and Cemetery at 
5110 Gallatin Pike South in Nashville. Visitation will be from 11-2 p.m. with a service immediately following. MR
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MORE TOP STORIES

DISClaimer Single Reviews: Colbie Caillat 
Releases ‘Dreamy’ New Single 

As we head into springtime, Music City’s country artists have a 
breezy soundtrack for us.

Topping the playlist in this edition of DisClaimer is Colbie Caillat. 
She came to pop fame with “Bubbly” back in 2007, and during 
the successive decade issued a string of hit “alternative A/C” 
tracks (”Fallin’ for You,” “I Do,” “Realize,” “Try,” etc.). In 2018, she 
turned toward country with her group Gone West. Now she has 
this week’s country Disc of the Day.

Caillat was not without challengers. I was particularly smitten 
with the new tracks by Melonie Cannon, Cattie Offerman, Brandy 
Clark and Danielle Bradbery. K. Michelle also sounds promising.

I have been grooving on Jamie Floyd’s sounds for several 
seasons. Years ago, she was a cool pop-rocker. Today, she wins 
a DisCovery Award for being a new country artist.

Click here to read Robert K. Oermann's weekly single reviews. 

First Round Of Performers Announced For 58th 
ACM Awards

Lee Brice Earns First-Ever Daytime Emmy 
Nomination

More Performers & Presenters Join Willie 
Nelson’s 90th Birthday Concert

CMA Honors Dan Rogers With Irving Waugh 
Award Of Excellence

Reservoir & ‘American Idol’ Producer 19 
Entertainment Strike Joint Venture Deal

Luke Bryan Slates 14th Annual ‘Farm Tour’ For 
September

Country Trio Voth Signs With Warner Chappell 
Music

Kevin Griffin Paints An Inspiring Picture Of Music 
Row In New Business Parable [Interview]

Cumulus & PickleJar Partner On New Country 
Radio Show

Fan Fair X Lineup Announced For CMA Fest 
2023

Kylie Dembek Joins ONErpm As Country Music 
Project Manager

Music Biz 2023 Announces TikTok Keynote, 
Bizzy Awards Finalists, More

The MLC Crosses The $1 Billion Milestone

Brandon Lake Inks With WME
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Metro Council Passes Historic 
$2.1 Billion Titans Stadium 

Deal In Final Vote

After months of deliberation and going through the 
different stages of Nashville’s government, the 
Nashville Metro Council has approved the $2.1 billion 
Titans Stadium deal in a final vote, 26-12, early 
Wednesday morning (April 26).

The vote was Metro Council’s third, and allowed 
citizens to voice their opinions and concerns about the 
massive, publicly-funded undertaking on Tuesday 
night, pushing the council meeting into the early hours 
of Wednesday.

As it stands, ready to be signed into law, the stadium 
will be paid for in three parts. The state will pay $500 
million in bonds with the Titans and the NFL paying 
around $840 million and the remaining $760 million 
being paid by Metro government via a stadium sales 
tax, downtown campus sales tax and a county-wide 
hotel occupancy tax.

The stadium agreement includes a new 30-year lease 
and non-relocation agreement between the Titans and 
the Sports Authority. The terms of the new agreement 
remove the current obligation of Nashville’s General 
Fund to maintain and upgrade the stadium and returns 
66 acres of land to the City of Nashville previously 
restricted by parking lots through 2039. The city has 
announced plans to include the returned property in 
the creation of a new neighborhood set along 
Nashville’s Cumberland River. The neighborhood, 
through new revenue sources generated by its 
development, is projected to bring in over a billion 
dollars to Nashville’s General Fund during its first 30 
years of development.

Click here to read more. MR 

MaRynn Taylor Signs 
Management Deal With Jonas 

Group Entertainment

Pictured (L-R): Jonas Group Entertainment’s Kevin Jonas, Sr., 
Rachel Inglesino, MaRynn Taylor and Phil Guerini

Black River Records artist MaRynn Taylor has signed 
a management deal with Jonas Group Entertainment. 
Working directly with JGE CEO Phil Guerini, Taylor 
adds to her existing label and publishing deals with 
Black River.

Taylor, a member of CMT’s Next Women of Country 
class of 2023, is currently in California for Live In The 
Vineyard Goes Country.

“It’s fitting to announce our deal with MaRynn while 
she is in Napa,” says Guerini. “Like time adds to the 
flavor and boldness of great wine, we took our time 
forming this partnership. MaRynn’s talent is 
undeniable; her tenacity and creativity are a testament 
to who she is. JGE is thrilled to join the team to help 
continue building her artist career.”

News of Taylor’s signing comes on the heels of JGE 
deepening its footprint into Nashville with the 
announcement of Leslie DiPiero joining as President 
of Jonas Group Publishing.

“My first concert was the Jonas Brothers when I was 
6 years old,” says Taylor. “This is such a full circle 
moment for me to be signing with the very team who 
launched them. It’s an honor to be working alongside 
Phil, Rachel [Inglesino], and Kevin [Jonas] Sr. They 
see and understand my dreams so clearly, and I 
couldn’t ask for a more connected and driven team. I 
can’t wait to see what the future holds.” MR
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Bobby Karl Works The Room: ‘World’s Largest 
No. 1 Party’ Also Honors Political Allies

Each year, the Nashville Songwriters Association International 
(NSAI) tosses a bash to honor all of the tunesmiths who enjoyed a 
No. 1 success during the previous year.

The event saluting the 2022 chart-topping songwriters took place 
Tuesday (April 25) at Fat Bottom Brewery. It was a gorgeous 
spring day, so the venue fully opened its garage doors onto its 
spacious deck, which came equipped with picnic tables and 
umbrellas.

The NSAI’s Bart Herbison welcomed us. “Thanks, everybody, for 
being with us today,” he said. “We’re here to honor songwriters…
all the songwriters who had No. 1 songs in 2022,” regardless of 
genre.

To kick things off, Bart introduced a new honor, the NSAI 
Advocacy Award. He presented it to former Tennessee 

congressman Jim Cooper. He reminded the attendees that 
Cooper has always been supportive of legislation that aided songwriters financially. “I just don’t know of a better 
individual,” Bart said. “He also plays the banjo.”

“I love songwriters,” said Cooper. “I love songs. I love ‘it all begins with a song.’ I love protecting you in Congress. I 
couldn’t be prouder of you. I wish I could still represent you, but they gerrymandered me out of existence.

“There are enemies of music everywhere,” he cautioned the crowd. “They might love your songs, but they want to 
steal your royalties… The State of Tennessee is out to destroy our beautiful city of Nashville. We can’t let that 
happen… I hope you vote. I hope you run for office.”

Bart re-took the mic to remind the dozens of songwriters at the event that the NSAI’s lobbying efforts have 
dramatically increased their income from streaming services.

Then Bluebrird Cafe COO Erika William Nichols asked for a moment of silence to honor the memory of hit country 
songwriter Keith Gattis, who died on Sunday. Erika then presented the NSAI’s Champions Award to Butch 
Spyridon, the retiring CEO of the Nashville Convention & Visitors Corporation.

“Without you, the hospitality industry had no future,” said Butch to the songwriters. “You have the heart and soul of 
Nashville. As long as there is one songwriter in this town, we’re not losing our soul. It has been an honor, a pleasure 
and the dream of a lifetime,” to support the songwriting community.

Working the room were Dale Bobo, Susan Stewart, John Ozier, John Rich, Anthony L. Smith, Dave Pakula, 
eight-time honoree Ashley Gorley, Mike Sirls, Vickie McGehee, Chris DuBois, Kristi Manna, Tory Martin, Tim 
Nichols, the Tennessee Entertainment Commission’s Gisela Moore, Josh Jenkins, Ben Glover, Jennifer Turnbo, 
Jenn Schott, five-time honoree Jeff Pardo, Seth Moseley, Luke Laird, delightful showboat Levon Gray, Matthew 
Wilson and Matthew West.

Beloved longtime Christian-music exec Jimmy Wheeler came bearing news of his new gig. He is now the Director of 
Business Development for the Music Office of the State of Tennessee. At which I predict he will excel.

The event’s evening cocktail-reception fare included pretzel bites with beer cheese, Italian meatballs, Southwest egg 
rolls (better than that sounds), chocolate cake squares, pastries and other sweet petit-fours confections. MR

Pictured (L-R): Bart Herbison (NSAI Executive Director), 
Butch Spyridon (CEO of the Nashville Convention and 
Visitors Corporation (NCVC)), Erika Wollam Nichols 
(Bluebird Cafe COO and GM)
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1 1 Morgan Wallen Born With A Beer In My Hand
Brown Eyes Baby
Everything I Love
I Wrote The Book
Me + All Your Reasons
Neon Star (Country Boy Lullaby)
One Thing At A Time
Tennessee Fan
Thought You Should Know
Whiskey Friends
Wild As Her
You Proof

Morgan Wallen
Keith Urban
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Corey Kent
Morgan Wallen

2 2 Ashley Gorley All I Need Is You
Cowgirls
Everything I Love
Girl In Mine
God Gave Me A Girl
Gold
Last Night
Me + All Your Reasons
One Thing At A Time
Tennessee Fan
Thinkin’ Bout Me
Whiskey Friends
You Proof

Chris Janson
Morgan Wallen (feat. ERNEST)
Morgan Wallen
Parmalee
Russell Dickerson
Dierks Bentley
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen

3 3 Ryan Vojtesak Cowgirls
Everything I Love
Last Night
Me + All Your Reasons
Neon Star (Country Boy Lullaby)
One Thing At A Time
Thinkin’ Bout Me
Whiskey Friends
You Proof

Morgan Wallen (feat. ERNEST)
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen

4 4 Zachary Lane Bryan Something In The Orange
Dawns

Zach Bryan
Zach Bryan feat. Maggie Rogers

5 5 Luke Combs 5 Leaf Clover
Going, Going, Gone
Growin’ Up and Gettin’ Old
Love You Anyway

Luke Combs
Luke Combs
Luke Combs
Luke Combs

6 7 John Byron ’98 Braves
I Deserve A Drink
Last Night
Sunrise
Thinkin’ Bout Me

Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen

7 6 Ernest Keith Smith Cowgirls
Everything I Love
Me + All Your Reasons
Neon Star (Country Boy Lullaby)
One Thing At A Time
Whiskey Friends
You Proof

Morgan Wallen (feat. ERNEST)
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen

8 8 Michael Hardy Born With A Beer In My Hand
Drinkaby
Hate My Heart
I Wrote The Book
Tennessee Fan
Wait In The Truck
Heaven By Then

Morgan Wallen
Cole Swindell
Carrie Underwood
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Hardy feat. Lainey Wilson
Brantley Gilbert & Blake Shleton feat. Vince 
Gill

9 9 Parker McCollum Handle On You Parker McCollum

10 10 Monty Criswell Handle On You Parker McCollum

This
Week

Last
Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist

Sunday, April 23, 2023



11 12 Tracy Chapman Fast Car Luke Combs

12 11 Chase McGill 5 Leaf Clover
Ain’t That Some
God Gave Me A Girl
Next Thing You Know

Luke Combs
Morgan Wallen
Russell Dickerson
Jordan Davis

13 13 Ray Fulcher Going, Going, Gone
Love You Anyway

Luke Combs
Luke Combs

14 14 Brett Tyler Excuses
Man Made A Bar
Wild As Her

Kolby Cooper
Morgan Wallen (Feat. Eric Church)
Corey Kent

15 17 Ross Copperman Dancin' In The Country
Gold
Worth A Shot

Tyler Hubbard
Dierks Bentley
Elle King feat. Dierks Bentley

16 16 Josh Thompson Angels Don’t Always Have Wings
Brown Eyes Baby
Dying Man
Neon Star (Country Boy Lullaby)
Stars Like Confetti
Whiskey Friends

Thomas Rhett
Keith Urban
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Dustin Lynch
Morgan Wallen

17 21 Jordan M. Schmidt Bury Me In Georgia
Drinkaby
Wait In The Truck
We Got History

Kane Brown
Cole Swindell
Hardy feat. Lainey Wilson
Mitchell Tenpenny

18 18 Jet Harvey Rock and A Hard Place Bailey Zimmerman

19 19 Jacob Hackworth Rock and A Hard Place Bailey Zimmerman

20 20 Heath Warren Rock and A Hard Place Bailey Zimmerman

21 25 Jessi Alexander 5 Leaf Clover
Light On In The Kitchen
You, Me, & Whiskey

Luke Combs
Ashley McBryde
Justin Moore & Priscilla Block

22 15 Dallas Wilson Can't Have Mine
Heart Like A Truck

Dylan Scott
Lainey Wilson

23 23 T. Lane Human Cody Johnson

24 24 Travis Meadows Human Cody Johnson

25 22 James McNair Going, Going, Gone
Looking For You

Luke Combs
Chris Young

26 26 Miranda Lambert Thought You Should Know Morgan Wallen

27 27 Nicolle Galyon Thought You Should Know Morgan Wallen

28 30 Josh Osborne Next Thing You Know
Water Under The Bridge
Worth A Shot

Jordan Davis
Sam Hunt
Elle King feat. Dierks Bentley

29 32 Hunter Phelps Drinkaby
Wait In The Truck
Heaven By Then

Cole Swindell
Hardy feat. Lainey Wilson
Brantley Gilbert & Blake Shleton feat. Vince 
Gill

30 28 Trannie Anderson Heart Like A Truck Lainey Wilson

31 29 Lainey Wilson Heart Like A Truck Lainey Wilson

32 33 Kelly Archer Wild As Her Corey Kent

33 31 Blake Pendergrass Ain’t That Some
Dying Man
Sunrise
Tennessee Numbers

Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen

34 34 D. Fanning Girl In Mine
Tennessee Orange

Parmalee
Megan Moroney

35 37 Jacob Kasher Last Night Morgan Wallen

36 36 Renee Blair Wait In The Truck Hardy feat. Lainey Wilson

37 35 Dan Isbell Fires Don't Start Themselves
Love You Anyway

Darius Rucker
Luke Combs

38 42 Jon Nite Dancin' In The Country Tyler Hubbard

39 43 Keith Urban Dancin' In The Country Tyler Hubbard

40 44 Tyler Hubbard Dancin' In The Country Tyler Hubbard

This
Week

Last
Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist



This
Week

Last
Week Songwriter’s Name Song(s) Artist

41 38 Chris LaCorte Ain’t That Some
Water Under The Bridge

Morgan Wallen
Sam Hunt

42 39 Rhett Akins It Matters To Her Scotty McCreery

43 40 Scotty McCreery It Matters To Her Scotty McCreery

44 41 Lee Thomas Miller It Matters To Her Scotty McCreery

45 46 Megan Moroney Tennessee Orange Megan Moroney

46 47 Ben Williams Tennessee Orange Megan Moroney

47 48 Paul Jenkins Tennessee Orange Megan Moroney

48 50 Jordan Davis Next Thing You Know Jordan Davis

49 51 Greylan James Next Thing You Know Jordan Davis

50 49 Luke Dick Fearless (The Echo)
Gold

Jackson Dean
Dierks Bentley

51 45 Shane McAnally If You Go Down (I'm Going Down Too)
Water Under The Bridge
Worth A Shot

Kelsea Ballerini
Sam Hunt
Elle King feat. Dierks Bentley

52 54 Jordan Reynolds You Dan + Shay

53 55 Dave Barnes You Dan + Shay

54 56 Dan Smyers You Dan + Shay

55 74 Brock Berryhill You, Me, & Whiskey
Heaven By Then

Justin Moore & Priscilla Block
Brantley Gilbert & Blake Shleton feat. Vince 
Gill

56 57 Trent Dabbs Gold Dierks Bentley

57 58 Dierks Bentley Gold Dierks Bentley

58 53 Josh Miller ’98 Braves
Ain’t That Some

Morgan Wallen
Morgan Wallen

59 78 Cole Taylor You, Me, & Whiskey Justin Moore & Priscilla Block

60 60 Jessie Jo Dillon Memory Lane Old Dominion
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Jimmie Allen, Charley Pride. Photo: Courtesy of CMA Brothers Osborne. Photo: Courtesy of CMA

CALENDAR

Single/Track Releases

April 28
Austin Tolliver/Yeah/Average Joes Entertainment

May 1
Cynthia Renee/Working On A Hangover/SSM Nashville
Pat Boone feat. Ray Stevens, The Gatlin Brothers, Lorrie Morgan, Deborah Allen, ean Miller/Grits/Gold Label

Album/EP Releases

April 28
Cole Swindell/Stereotype Broken/Warner Music Nashville 
Kip Moore/Damn Love/MCA Nashville
Nate Smith/Nate Smith (Deluxe)/Sony Music Nashville
Travis Tritt/Proud of the Country/Copperhill Records
Joy Oladokun/Proof of Life/Amigo Records/Verve Forecast/Republic Records
Alyssa Micaela/The Hard Way/Queue Records
Brett Kissel/East Album/Big Star Recordings Inc/ONErpm
Griffen Palmer/Unlearn/Big Loud Records
Brandon Davis/Jesus and Jesse James/Big Yellow Dog Music
Liddy Clark/Made Me Deluxe Album 

Industry Events

May 11
ACM Awards

May 15 – 18
Music Biz Conference
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